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Reading time: 3 minutes to learn how to 
¢ cut engine wear up to 38% 
¢ prevent loss of power, compression 
e save 15%-25% on oil. . . without ever 
changing your oil filter 











his Gadget is Worth 
$ 320,000,000 


.--and I Discovered it by Accident! 


by Albert Wells 


T ALL STARTED the day | got the bill: $214.36 for 

an engine overhaul—and I had only 28,000 miles on 
the car! 

I told my troubles to a neighbor—a lubrication engi- 
neer—told him how I'd always changed oil every 1500 
miles, changed filters every 5,000 miles. His answer 
floored me. 

“You've been wasting your money,” he said. “We've 
spent millions developing oil additives that keep carbon, 
gum and abrasives from damaging your engine. Your 
oil costs about 15¢ more a quart because of those addi- 
tives. Yet the rag or paper filter packs you've been 
buying actually remove oil additives. And the more 
often you change filter packs the more money it costs 
you.” 

“But don't I need a filter to take the impurities out of 
the oil?” I asked. 

Hetookadeep breath. “This will really shock you. Engine 
damage is done by abrasives 10 to 40 microns in size (a 
micron is .000039” ). Your oil filter can’t take them out be- 
cause rags or paper can't be packed tight enough without 
stopping oil flow when the fibers soak up oil and expand.” 

“What kind of oil filter do you recommend, then?” 

He laughed, “Well, there’s a porous bronze filter 
they're using in supersonic aircraft that does a perfect 
job. But you can't get one like that for your car.” 

I asked myself “Why not?” Next day, I tracked down 
the outfit that was making the filters for aircraft, and got 
the answer. These porous bronze filters were made by 
fusing together millions of tiny bronze balls. Non-absorb- 
ent, they didn’t remove additives, yet they removed 
abrasives in the 10-to-40 micron danger zone. Could they 
be made for automobiles? Agam, the answer floored me. 


LIFETIME FILTER TESTED IN CARS, TRUCKS, BOATS 


Test models had already been used in cars and trucks 








for millions of miles, proving the porous bronze filter. 
1. Never needs replacing. 2. Saves the quart of oil thrown 
away with ordinary filter packs. 3. Increases engine life. 

Trouble was, almost the entire production was being 
absorbed by military and industrial users. 

That day I went to work on the biggest job of my life: 
setting up production of the Lifetime porous bronze 
permanent filters for cars and trucks (an estimated 
$320,000,000 replacement industry ). 


HOW TO GET A LIFETIME FILTER 
FOR YOUR CAR 


Try the Lifetime filter on your car 
for 2 weeks: if it isnt all I say, 
you get your money back; if you 
keep it, you're through buying fil- 
ter packs—the Lifetime filter is 
guaranteed for 10 years, actually 
will last many times that long. 

For complete unit, including 
case (fits any car), send make, 
year and model of your car and 
$12.95 (we pay shipping). 

Conversion kit, which replaces 
your present filter pack with Life- 
Time bronze, is $6.95 for most 
cars (send make and number of 
present filter when ordering). 
Conversion kits for Buicks with 
hydraulic lifters and for cars with 
full flow systems: $13.95. 

Or send only $2 deposit, pay 
C.O.D. charges on arrival. But 
do it today—don't waste another 
cent on filter pack replacements! 





Complete Lifetime 
Filter; fits any car. 


21954 
Lifetime Conversion 
Kit; replaces ordinary 
packs with perma- 
nent bronze element. 








Permanent Filter Division, Dept. FM-5 
CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP. 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 
Ship 0 complete unit 0 conversion kit 
Make, model, vear of car: es 
Present filter make (if known) —————————-__ 
| enclose F $12.95 for complete unit ($18.95—chrome) 
C— $6.95 for conversion kit (full-flow, $13.95) 
C2 $2.00 deposit; send C.O.D. 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


A dealer and distributor network is now being formed 
to handle demand generated by advertising and edito- 
rial features in national magazines. If you can qualify. 
you can be first with the most exciting automotive prod- 
uct of this decade, to win new customers and build a 
substantial business. These valued franchises are not 
being sold; they are awarded on the basis of ability to 
grow with us. For complete details, write or wire 
Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. FM-5, 
Washington Blvd. & Motor Avenue, Culver City, Calif. 
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The Car That ‘‘Swept the Field’’ at Daytona... 


CHRYSLER 300 


It’s the most breathtaking car to drive 
you've ever known! You'll be off and 
away in this brilliant new low-slung 
beauty to the throaty roar of 300 hp — 
the greatest, safest power in any Ameri- 
can car. You'll feel the same thrill that 
today’s most avid sports-car enthusiasts 
enjoy... the same light-handed, light- 
footed control and ground- gripping 
security. 

In a Chrysler 300- you can enjoy the 


same flashing performance that won Ist 
and 2nd places in the 1955 Nascar 


Daytona Beach “Flying Mile,” at speeds 
over 130 mph—plus the safe maneuver- 
ability and endurance that swept Ist 
and 2nd places in the 160-mile Grand 
National stock car race. For the sleek 
and, stunning new CHRYSLER 300... 
in regular, though limited production 
‘ has the same road-hugging look, 
feel, and safety that have made the 
Chrysler name famous in the world’s 


ereatest road races. 


Arrange for a drive today ... your 
Chrysler Dealer is the man to see! 


AMERICA’S MOST 
POWERFUL STOCK CAR 


Brake HP: 300 @ 5200 rpm... 
Comp. Ratio: 8.5 to 1... Two 
4-barrel carburetors . . . Special 
suspension for maximum corner- 
ing, road-hugging performance 
and control . . . PowerFlite 
Automatic Transmission .. . 
Power Brakes . . . Dual exhaust 
system . . . Wheelbase: 126 
inches .. . Over-all length: 219 
inches . . . Height: £8.6 inches. 


See Your Chrysler-Piymouth Dealer 








“HOW I MADE 
MY HOBBY 
PAY OFF! 


I've always been interested in 
cars, then one day | met Joe...” 
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NATIONAL SCHOOLS ‘hes a brand-new Shop- “Method 
Training course — you learn at home, in your spare 
time. Every repair step fully explained and illustrated 

.. Diesel too! Many students work on neighborhood 
cars — start part-time earnings after first few weeks! 


‘SOUNDS GREATS | NOT WHEN NATIONAL 





AND THE SKILL 
IN YOUR HANDS / 








55 MILLION VEHICLES NOW OPERATING trained men 
urgently needed in high-paying Automotive-Diesel 
and Allied Mechanics industries. “Shop-Tested” les- 
sons cover latest equipment. DRAFT AGE? Our train- 
ing helps you get higher ratings, better pay! 








he 
WE GIVE YOU THE TOOLS OF YOUR TRADE. Yours to 
keep during your lifetime future in garage and fleet 
work, your own business, customizing, and other im- 
portant branches. Coupon below brings you famous 
illustrated Free Book and Free Lesson—no obligation! 


APPROVED FOR G. |. TRAINING 


GET VALUABLE FREE BOOK 
AND FREE LESSON TODAY! 


Job P Pl 4A ief, , too! fF 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIFORNIA 
In Canada: 811 West Hasti: Street, V: , 8. C. 
BOTH RESIDENT AND HOME STUDY COURSES OFFERED 
MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) od 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DW-55 
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EDITORIAL 


Il! Take the Highroad... 


F THIS COUNTRY CONTINUES TO GROW as census 

takers predict, and if new cars continue to flow off the as- 
sembly lines of Detroit at the rate they have been (and there's 
no reason to believe that either of these phenomena will not 
continue), our woefully inadequate national highway system 
will become so congested as to make it necessary for us to take 
to some entirely new method of transportation. Being as close 
to things automotive as we are in our work, this is indeed a de- 
spairing thought. 

Unless highway improvement can keep pace with the popu- 
lation and car output growth, there’s actually little need for 
Detroit to make their cars go any faster or to be any more 
roadable. The cars won't be able to go anywhere. 

Sound pessimistic? Perhaps, but we’re mighty impatient with 
the lack of co-operation among the various states and between 
the states and the federal government. Impatient, that is, about 
uhen they'll finally sée the light, for we know that they will. If 
ever there was a time when each state should forego its zealous 
guarding of its independence for fear the federal government 
will usurp some of its power, this is it. 

President Eisenhower has advanced a well-thought-out plan 
for immediate and continuing highway improvement on a na- 
tional scale. Naturally, the strongest underlying reason is to 
provide the country with a network of roads for better national 
defense. Whatever the reason, we'll get improved roads out of 
it, so why should political wrangling and local jealousies stand 
in the way? 

The President has outlined a $101-billion, 10-year highway 
program to Congress. He warns that our present road system 
would create “deadly congestion” in an atomic attack. A key 
feature of the road-building program is to complete the 40,000- 
mile interstate highway network, a system criss-crossing the 
nation with arterial highways. 

The President’s proposal calls for financing by special bond 
issues, rather than by direct appropriations. The federal govern- 
ment would put up $2.5 billion a year over the next 10 years to 
modernize and expand. this system. State governments would 
add $2 billion for the interstate system and would bear 70 per 
cent—or $70 billion—of the overall cost of $101 billion for the 
entire program. The Administration plan would require a spe- 
cial federal highway corporation to borrow $20 billion at an 
interest cost of over $11 billion. 

The lawmakers on both sides of the political aisle have agreed 
on the urgency for increased highway construction, but some 
Democrats have taken strong exception to the financing plans. 
According to Public Works Chairman Dennis Chavez (D, 
N.M.), the bond issues would prove “too costly. While it would 
please . . . financiers, it would not construct roads.” Senator 
Harry Byrd (D, Va.) charges that the President's plan “. . . at- 
tempts to convert what was originally intended to be a temporary 
excise tax on gasoline for. general revenue purposes into a per- 
manent special tax . . .” Senator Byrd proposes that the federal 
2-cent gas tax be given to the states, which would, he says, save 
$11.5 billion interest for additional road construction and would 
evenly distribute road revenue. 

The latest plan to solve the dispute was suggested by Sen. 
Edward Martin (R, Pa.). His idea was to boost the federal gas- 
oline taxes by one cent per gallon. In this way the road pro- 
gram might be put on a pay-as-you-go basis so that construction 
could be paid off in perhaps 15 years instead of 30 as contem- 
plated under the President’s bond plan. 

Regardless of how the new roads are financed, you and we 
as car owners, and the majority of people making up the popu- 
. lation of this country NEED BETTER ROADS. Let's get 
behind it. We all stand to benefit. Write your congressman and 


tell him so. 
—Walt Woron 
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The only permanent reference 
book covering the contempo- 
rary sports car! 


THE SPORTS CAR: 


Its Design and Performance 
by Colin 
Campbell 


*6.50 


Money Back 
Guarantee 


Order on 
coupon below 
The first thorough 

and systematic 
treatment of the 
sports car from 

a technical point 
of view, yet in 
layman’s language. 
You learn about the latest models, but the sub- 
ject’ matter is treated in such a way that THE 
SPORTS CAR: Its Design and Performance will 
not be out of date when next year’s models 
appear, or—the year after that! Check it your- 
self, chapter by chapter, each basic technical 
subject is covered by a top research engineer 
and keen competitor in racing events. 


Partial table of contents 


Chapters 

1. DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPORTS CAR . . . Defi- 
nition of a Sports Car. Early Types: Continental 
Models. Manufacturers Turn to Sports Car Racing. 
Return to Larger and Dearer Sports Cars. 

2. ENGINE: CYLINDER HEAD DESIGN .. . Cylin- 
der Head History. Side Vaive Engine. Overhead 
Vaive Engine. i R h. Anal- 
ysis of Factors ic Effi ° 
Detonation. Limiting Compression Ratio. Combustion 
Chamber Design. Criticism of Five Basic Head De- 
signs. 

3. ENGINE: INDUCTION AND EXHAUST .. . In- 
duction System. Ramming Pipes. Ramming Pipe 
Theory. Experimental Measurements. Forward-Ram 
intakes. Cold Air intakes. Exhaust Pipe Design. 
Ramming Exhaust Pipes. Branched Exhaust Pipes. 
4. ENGINE: MISCELLANEOUS COMPONENTS . 
Crankcase. Crankshaft. Journals and Crankpins. Bal- 
ancing. Bearings and Bearing Metals. Connecting 
Rod. Engine Lubrication. Engine Oils. Pistons, Cool- 
ing. Radiator. Water Pump. ignition. Magneto or 
Coil. 

5S. ENGINE: THE TREND OF DESIGN .. . Fallacy 
of Limiting Mean Piston Speed. Formula for Maxi- 
mum Continuous Cruising R.P.M. Influence of Cyt- 
inder Dimensions on Brake Horse Power. Infiuence 











of Cy orque. 
6. ROAD-HOLDING . Cornering. Road-Holding. 
Action of Tires. Cornering Power. Oversteer and 
Understeer. Steering Layout. Cornering Behaviour 
in Practice. Four Wheel Drift. Front Wheel Drive. 
Factors Leading to Understeer. Gyroscopic Effects. 
Roll Centres. Roll Resistance. Wheel-lifting. 

7. SUSPENSION . . . Springs. Vertical Accelerations 
over Various Road irregularities. Pitching. Inde- 
pendent Suspension. Shimmy. Tramp and Patter. 
Dis of ind Suspen- 
sion Damping. Friction Damper. Mydraulic Damper. 
8. CHASSIS FRAME AND BODY . Torsional 
Stiffness. Channel Section versus Box Section. 
Stressed-skin Construction. Body. Form Drag and 
Friction Drag. 

9. TRANSMISSION . . . Torque Multiplication. 
Gear Ratios. Synchromesh. Clutch. Rear Axle. Hy- 
poid and Spiral Bevel Gears. 

10. BRAKES ... Grip on the Road. Braking Forces. 
Weight Transference under Braking. Brake Materials. 
Brake Cooling. Types of Brake Shoe. Operation of 
Hydraulic Brakes. Disc Brake. 

11. TUNING . . . Maintenance. Bench Testing. 
Garage Tuning and Road Testing. Carburettors: $.U.; 
Solex; Zenith. Super-Tuning. Manufacturers’ Super- 
Tuning. Supercharging. High Compression Ratios. 
Fuel i i Bi-fuel Gaseous Injection. 
Low Viscosity Lubricants. Racing Fuels. Oxygen-con- 
taining Fuels. 

12. PERFORMANCE .. . Standards of Performance. 
Acceleration. Variation of Power and Torque with 
Engine Capacity. Acceleration Times for 0-SO m.p.h.: 
an Approximate Formula. Maximum Speed. Varia- 
tion of Maximum Speed with Power and Frontai 
Area. 

13. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT Future of the 
Sport Car Engine. Gas Turbine. Piston Engine De- 
velopments. Torque Converters and Automatic Trans- 
missions. Body and Chassis. Frame. Suspension. 
internally sprung Wheel. 

GLOSSARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS INDEX 
ee ee ee ee = Order on This Form = ae mee ame oe 











8 Ellery Street, Cambridge 38, Mass. 
Please send me lo 
Sports Car: Its Design and Performance at 
$6.50 each, postpaid. | enclose $_____ in check 
or M.O. If for any reason | am not com- 
pletely satisfied, | shall return my copy to you 
in five days and you will refund my money. 
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Street 
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(___Check if you wish our free MOTOR 


BOOK catalog.) MT55 
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WANT FASTER AND 


EASIER STARTING? 


New Patented STARTER CONTROL au- 


tomatically gives that ded 
t of gasoline and air for fast 


easy starting summer or winter. 














With ignition key on, starting or re- 
starting is accomplished by merely de- 
pressing the accelerator. 

When engine starts, STARTER CON- 
TROL immediately disengages the starter 
with no over-run. Two patented features 
prevent operation of the starter when 
engine is running. 

% Does not increase normal accel- 
erator foot pressure. 

% Eliminates confusion and extra 
motions in case of engine stalling 
—no buttons to push or keys to 
twist. 

% Safe—On t tic tr i 
equipped cars STARTER CONTROL 
is inactive except when selector 
is in neutral or park, with igni- 
tion on. 

* Easy to install. 

% No risk—trial offer—30-day mon- 
ey back guarantee. 

STARTER CONTROL is packaged com- 
plete with illustrated instruction sheet 
for installation on all popular cars hav- 
ing dash button or key starting. No 
drilling or special tools required. 

Average installation can be made in 
20 minutes—nothing else to buy. 

U.S. Patent Nos. 2 663804 and 2 688100 

Weight—-1 pound. 

ONLY $4.95 EACH POSTPAID (Sorry 
no COD). STARTER CONTROL is uncon- 
ditionally guaranteed. If you are not 
completely satisfied with its operation 
after 30 day trial your money will be re- 
funded in full! 
oeenaeniniie teinatemainnanl 














ACME ENGINEERING CO. 


P. 0. Box 442, Logansport, Ind. 





My cor make is.......................... scenes ‘ 
DP GOD oe ciccssecrencccccssinssinccs ° 
hI for which 
SS. STARTER CONTROL(s) at 


$4.95 each. 


Ww. 
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A HARSH SOLUTION? 
Gentlemen: 

Your editorial in February MT prompts 
me to write you on this matter that makes 
me feel more hopeless with every such arti- 
cle I read. It is a good article and gives 
many suggestions that would help—if they 
would be generally adopted. However, it 
does not stress the one thing that would 
practically eliminate accidents: common, or- 
dinary, old-fashioned, out-of-date courtesy. 
No one but a belligerent drunk would de- 
liberately shove a total stranger into the gut- 
ter without the slightest excuse. But put 
most people behind a steering wheel and 
that is just their average reaction. 

There is one solution that would stop 
most of this automatically, and even with- 
out sacrificing their terrible ego. Let me give 
an illustration: I started 33 years ago to 
drive one of the first busses in the state of 
lowa. The busses got bigger and heavier, 
until about 1930 they were regular jugger- 
nauts. I actually didn’t care who got in my 
way. Then came the rear-engine busses. | 
still smugly considered a bus invulnerable. 

One stormy night the terminal was buzz- 
ing with reports of an accident to one of 
the new busses. It had met a supposed-to-be 
drunk, head-on. The car had driven right 
into the bus until it was stopped by the 
front axle (about 6 feet behind the driver). 
We drivers suddenly woke up to the fact 
that our much-depended-on impregnability 
was suddenly gone. 

I realize that the manufacturers are afraid 
to put out such a radical design, aside from 
the expense of such a complete change; 
but the bus manufacturers lived thru it and 
you couldn't get them to change back for 
any consideration. 

There is only one thing that will deter 
the average human being from taking “lit- 
tle’ chances at someone else’s expense, and 
that is to make it too dangerous to his own 
precious self. 

S. E. Harris 
Titonka, lowa 


NO, WE WEREN’T PLASTERED 
Gentlemen: 

I wish to point out an error in your arti- 
cle describing the Lincoln-Mercury Futura 
(April MT). You stated that this car has a 
plaster body. The body is metal and the car 
is an operating model, the same as the X- 
100. I’m sure Mr. MacDonald has caught 
the error by now. 

John G. Thousand, 
Experimental Project Engineer 
Ford Motor Co. 
Dearborn, Mich. 
He has, and you'll read more about the Fu- 
tura in his “Spotlight” this month.—Editor. 


THIS IS OUR LIFE 
Gentlemen: 

Do you remember how in your Ist issues 
you were so starry-eyed about anything not 
produced in Detroit—even though it looked 
like Donald Duck on wheels and ran like 
Grandmother’s hand-cranked washing ma- 
chine? If it was foreign, ergo, you had to 
adore it. 

I also remember your -adolescence when 
you referred to the Triumph TR-2 as a “hand- 
some, functional” automobile (eeuugghh! ) 
and in the same issue deplored the design 
of the Detroit “iron heaps.” But then, you 
were going thru that Bohemian, Greenwich- 
Village stage, weren’t you? 

Now, I am delighted to see that you have 
reached what might almost be called adult- 
hood. You are treating American cars with 
the respect that is due them. 

It seems to me you might pay just a lit- 
tle more attention to styling, particularly in 
your road-test articles. Not only the national 
newsmagazines, but the manufacturers them- 
selves, admit that the average individual 
purchasing a car today assumes that “most 
of them are good,” and makes his final de- 
cision on the design and appearance of the 
product. Since MOTOR TREND has, in a very 
short space of time, become the “family” 
automotive magazine, I think it only fair 
that you give more complete coverage to 
this important factor. 

David M. White 

Hollywood, Calif. 
What's the consensus on this one? Most of 
the letters we get on styling tell us in no 
uncertain terms to stop fooling around with 
matters that don’t concern us!—Editor. 


IN DEFENSE OF THE 6 
Gentlemen: 

I did not like your article, “The Days of 
the 6 Are Numbered.” It plays directly 
into the manufacturers’ propaganda. They 
would like us to believe that all 6s and 
straight 8s are obsolete so that the masses 
would rush to trade for one of the new 
(overinflated) V8s regardless of price or 
low trade-in. 

I have a '53 Ford 6 (Fordomatic) and 
have kept records on it and compared it 
with several ‘53 Ford V8s. The 6 is much 
more economical, trouble-free, etc. Of 
course, with all the V8 hysteria the old L- 
head V8 has a higher resale than the more 
modern and efficient 6. 

I don’t think you are doing the motoring 
public a service if you help push the 6 into 
oblivion. I will agree that the 6 seems to 
have no place in anything above the low- 
priced field anymore. However, the low- 
priced field is supposed to cater to the fel- 
low who can’t afford to be extravagant. 

(Name withheld) 


A “BOOTLEGGER” TALKS BACK 
Gentlemen: 

I am owner of See U.S. Motors in Trenton, 
N.J., one of the largest used-car dealers in the 
state, and J feel that you have done an in- 
justice to used-car dealers. 

We are so-called bootleggers because we 
are educating the public that it doesn’t pay 

















Buick Roadmaster 19.7 


Somme 





Dodge Ford Pairlane 6 22.8 


Custom Royal 22.3 


Official Results of the 
Niobilgas Economy Run 





Belvedere V8 19.3 


2-S3E 


Chevrolet Bel Air 6 21.5 





Hudson Wasp 22.1 





Chrysler. 
New Yorker 19.0 





Lincoln Capri 18.8 





Nash Ambassador 
Super 6 25.1 





Plymouth 





Studebaker 
Commander Custom 27.4 


The sixth annual Mobilgas Economy Run which fin- 
ished at the foot of Pikes Peak, after covering 1323 
tortuous miles from Los Angeles in 2% days, proved 
one thing for sure: when American car manufacturers 
added horsepower, they didn’t sacrifice mileage. 

The 21 American cars, which were equipped with 
automatic transmission and certified absolutely stock 
by the American Automobile Association, averaged 
an impressive.21.5 miles per gallon, under road con- 
ditions a motorist would normally experience in a 
year’s driving. 

Each car, competing against others in its price 


Oldsmobile 88 22.5 


OFFICIAL WINNERS 


Sweepstakes 


Packard Patrician 18.7 


Studebaker Commander Custom 27.4 m.p.g. 
Based on highest ton-miles per gallon. 


Class A Rambler Super 6 27.4 m.p.g. 

Ciass B Studebaker Commander Custom 27.4 m.p.g. 
Class c Nash Ambassador Super 6 25.1 m.p.g. 
Ciass D Buick Roadmaster 19.7 m.p.g. 


Cars pictured represent best mileage of each make. 


class, was in top condition— properly fueled with 
Mobilgas and lubricated with Mobiloil. 


Again, the Mobilgas Economy Run proved the 
mileage performance possible when good cars, good 
drivers, and good petroleum products work together. 
A regular stop at the Flying Red Horse sign of Mobil- 
gas will help you obtain “par” mileage on any course 
you run. 
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Mercury Monterey 21.5 


Pontiac Chieftain 21.6 











PORTER 


AMERICA’S FINEST 
STEEL-PACKED MUFFLER 


Porter dual exhaust systems incorporate the 
newest engineering “‘know how’’ with the highest 
manufacturing standards. 

Join the 1955 automobile trend and convert your 
single exhaust system to a genuine PORTER 
DUAL SYSTEM today! 

Write today for address of your nearest POR- 


TER dealer. 








Same Management Since 1938 


PORTER 


MUFFLER MFG. CO., Inc. 





all look to Northrop Institute for the kind of 
thoroughly trained men they need. YOU can 
become one of these SUCCESSFUL NORTHROP 
GRADUATES in a surprisingly short time. 


SAVE 2 YEARS 


Northrop courses are concentrated, yet com- 
plete. The time you save will be worth thou- 
sands of dollars to you in dollars saved and 
extra money earned. 
COURSES APPROVED FOR VETERAN TRAINING 
Take your first step toward 
SUCCESS IN AVIATION 


Mail Coupon For Free Catalog 





‘ 
' NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE: 
: 1103 W. Arbor Vitae Street, Inglewood 1, California # 
t Please send me immediately the Northrop catalog, employment ' 

data, and schedule of class starting dates. | am interested in: ' 
' } Aeronautical Engineering Technology ' 
i Aucraft Maintenance Engineeting Technology ' 
' {_] Master Aircraft and Engine Mechanic 1 
1 L) Jet Engine Overhaul and Maintenance ' 
, Name at Age....... 4 
q Address : 
! City . z State re 
4 Veterans: Check here (7) for Special Veteran Training Intormation. § 
eee mwemeeweeeseecceaccenedl 
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to buy a new car from an authorized new- 
car dealer. We save the public money on all 
current-year models because our overhead is 
low and we are not forced to take the “slow 
movers.” 

We, at U.S. Motors and other so-called 
bootleggers, can afford to sell cars at dis- 
counts of $500 to $700 with less than 25 
miles on them. We own our own car trac- 
tor trailer, which is used to deliver all our 
cars to us, and we never disconnect the speed- 
ometers. 

You claim that cars sold by an authorized 
dealer are better than cars sold by a boot- 
legger. How can this be possible when the 
manufacturers make only one grade car? 

You also claim that the guarantees given 
by new-car dealers are better than those given 
by used-car dealers. We feel that you are 
wrong on this point also. Our guarantee, 
which is very widely advertised, is an uncon- 
ditional 100 per cent for 100 days. Can this 
be beat? 

You say to beware of the bootleggers. I 
think the greatest thing that has happened to 
the car industry is that the manufacturers are 
making cars and we bootleggers are buying 
all excess models. The public is getting wiser. 
Wouldn't you honestly prefer buying a car 
at a discount? 

Nathaniel Adelstein, President 
See U.S. Motors, Inc. 
Trenton, N.J. 


CHEERS AND JEERS FROM 
BRITAIN 
Gentlemen: 

As a regular British reader of your journal 
] thought I would drop a line in complete 


agreement with your picking the Studebaker 
hardtop as the best-looking car of 1954. 
I have recently taken delivery of 
model, which is miles in front of anything 
produced in this country in futuristic de- 
sign. But the 1955 Studebaker has been com- 
pletely spoiled by sticking a chromium gew- 
gaw in place of the beautiful natural lines 
of the 1954 model. In our views over here 
a most beautiful creation has been spoiled. 


this 


G. W. Pykett 
Cotmanhay, Derbyshire 
England 


STATEMENT FROM SWEDEN 
Open Letter to American Car Manufacturers: 
You make bad cars. Your cars are form- 

less, clumsy monsters. They look like air- 
planes and haul a lot of chrome plate to 
no use. The springs are too soft, which makes 
their roadability bad. A Citroen rear fender 
costs about $11. How much is the Cadillac's? 
Gentlemen, you have to learn that biggest in 
the world isn’t best in the world. 

Lars Erik Johansson 

Gastoyr, Sweden 


NEW CCOC ADDRESS 
Gentlemen: 
The new address for the director of the 
Crosley Car Owners Club is: 
Mr. George Drumm 
R. D. #2 
Bedford, Pa. 
It is a pretty good club, a good source of 
info on the little bugs. 
Cdr. W. R. Waters 
Oak Harbor, Wash. 











ACCOLADES FOR 
GIMLET EYES 

To John Petteway (Houston, Tex.) 
for objecting to the poor driving 
position pictured in the Ford road 
test (Feb. MT and above). Driver 
was forced out of his normal posi- 
tion to allow picture taking. No 
danger was involved in doing so. 

To Dan E. Cass (Miller, S. D.) (and 
many others) who spotted the mis- 
quoted Ford V8 stroke in the Jan- 
uary issue. Of course it should be 
3.30 rather than 3.60. 





To Old Timer (and again many oth- 
ers) who saw the word Pope on 
the car labeled in the January MT 
as being a Buick. Does this 
make the car a Pope-Toledo or 
yet another breed than Buick? 
Come on, you gimlet-eyed antique 
enthusiasts! Set us straight! 

To Charles M. Daniel (Orange, 
Calif.) for his systematic method 
of letting MT know that its con- 
tinued reference to foot-pounds 
(of torque) is incorrect. Pounds- 
feet, he says, is the proper unit. 








BOB MACKENZIE 
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BOB MACKENZIE 





The Light-of-Hand’ 
Performer 


If there is one characteristic aside from 
the lines of the car that distinguishes the 
Thunderbird, it’s the light towch. 

Never before has any car come so close to 
becoming an extension of the driver himself. 


To begin with, it is neither a midget nor a giant. 
Rather it is a tidy package with plenty of leg 
room and plenty of shoulder room. And its 
body is all-steel as it should be. 


And from then on it’s the light-touch control 
that you will find so delightfully different from 
any car you have ever driven. 


Of course, the major part of this control stems 
directly from the power plant. Its 292-cubic-inch 
(just under 5 liters) overhead-valve Y-block V-8 
has a special 4-barrel carburetor and high-com- 
pression heads. It puts 198 brake horsepower at 
your disposal. And this, in a car with an over-all 
road weight of just over 3000 pounds, is a fact 
that lifts many a European eyebrow! 


For the man who enjoys his own box work, the 
straight-stick Thunderbird leaves nothing to be 
desired especially if the car is ordered with the 
optional Automatic Overdrive. But for the man 


who can’t be bothered or who has car-minded 
womenfolk, the Thunderbird’s own automatic 
transmission is duck soup with sherry. 

Now what about steering? Ford engineers don’t 
go along with the idea that a high-performance 
car such as the Thunderbird should have overly 
fast steering for the American highway. It steers 
with the ease you are accustomed to and you can 
have it power-assisted if you wish. 

As for brakes, Thunderbird brakes are bigger 
than they need be—11 inches in diameter— 
and give you velvet-smooth, straight-line stops. 
Easily, too, because they are of the self-energizing 
duo-servo type . . . use the car’s energy of motion 
for extra stopping power. 

As for the ride, it’s level. It’s firm. It’s com- 
fortable. An all-day trip is refreshing—not 
fagging. You get real all-weather protection, too. 
Proper roll-up windows. A hard top that lifts on 
or off with ease and/or a fabric top that’s snug 
and smooth. 

Finally—a Thunderbird is never farther than 
your Ford Dealer’s for service. Incidentally, if 
the Thunderbird urge is perched on your 
shoulder—he’s the man to see! 





Ford THUNDERBIRD 


An exciting original by Ford 
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SPRING FEVER is a disease that might 


affect a few stray individuals in De- 
troit, but not automobile manufactur- 
ers. Almost without exception, their 
sales figures substantiate Harlow Cur- 
tice’s prediction that 1955 will be an 
all-time record year for the industry, 
the shadow of a strike notwithstanding. 


MULTI-MILLION-DOLLAR plant ex- 


pansions are being announced daily 
to keep pace with the increased de- 
mand. Chrysler is enlarging its Cen- 
tral Engineering facilities by 20 per 
cent, with most of the added space to 
be occupied by styling and related ac- 
tivities. Plymouth, which builds its 
own 6-cylinder engines but gets V8s 
on a_ hand-me-down basis from 
Dodge, will solve the chronic short- 
age of the latter by fall of this year 
when its new Mound Road ( Detroit ) 
engine plant goes into operation. If 
meanwhile (assuming you are a Plym- 
outh prospect) you are subjected to 
strong 6-cylinder propaganda, this is 
the reason. Other Chrysler expansions 
include a project to nearly double the 
capacity of their Windsor, New 
Yorker, and Imperial production lines 
and a new PowerFlite transmission 
plant in Kokomo, Ind. 


NOT TO BE OUTDONE, Ford is pub- 


licizing its new 4000-acre proving 
ground, now under construction in 
Macomb County, Mich. Ever since 
Chrysler started crowing about theirs 


Spotlight on Detroit 


By Don MacDonald 





been engaged in a_ proving-ground 
acreage race. No PG worthy of the 
name can be less than 4000 acres, even 
though a dozen farmers could each 
make a good living cultivating the 
waste space. 


THE DUAL-MOTORS CORP. “FIRE- 


BOMB?” is a new, attractive, and very 
serious bid for your spare doilars, this 
time from 5 to 6 thousand of them. 
Dual-Motors is a war-born Michigan 
firm owned by Gene Casaroll, wealthy 
trucker of new autos (Auto Shippers 
Inc.) and, up until this year, the man 
who entered those Auto Shippers race 
cars that usually finish in the money 
at Indianapolis. Gene, with his Fire- 
bomb, is after the market that might 
exist for a 4-passenger Thunderbird, 
and plans to build about 150 of them 
this year. The car has a much-modified 
Dodge chassis, which is shipped over 
to Ghia, who builds the fully con- 








A new body type by Oldsmobile is the sporty Series 98 4-door Deluxe Holiday sedan 


THE PROTOTYPE, shown at the recent 


Geneva show, is powered by a 220-hp 
Dodge V8. However, final negotiations 
for a source of engines (and therefore 
transmission options) have not been 
completed as of presstime. Judging by 
Dodge President Bill Newberg’s well- 
proved interest in motoring for the 
fun of it, prototype Firebomb specs 
should hold. With a 115-inch wheel- 
base, it weighs about 2700 pounds and 
is completely belly-panned, a speed- 
boosting trick pioneered by Casaroll 
on his Indy cars. The all-steel (un- 
usual for Ghia) body is welded to the 
frame, the whole thing being engi- 
neered by Savonnuzzi, the Italian 
genius who designed the mechanicai 
phases of the postwar Cisitalia. Produc- 
tion models will have a wrap-around 
windshield, although the prototype 
does not. Every functional part will be 
of standard American manufacture for 
ease of service. Orders are being taken 

















(see MT, Aug. 54), the Big 3 have vertible 4-passenger bodies. at Dual-Motors’ Detroit headquarters. 
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HIGH SPEED TRACK 
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W ork will begin soon on Ford’s new proving ground which will include a 5-mile high- 


Pushbutton-operated transmission (on 
speed oval track, a 244-mile straightaway, test grades. and several durability loops 


armrest) is a feature of Lincoln Futura 
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Dual-Motors’ Firebomb, direct descendant of Firearrow, is also powered by Dodge V8 


LINCOLN-MERCURY’S FANTASTIC 
FUTURA got nationwide press and 
television publicity recently when it 
was driven around New York’s Central 
Park by Benson Ford. A crowd-stopper 
at auto shows, it was a traffic-stopper 
out in the open. Valued at $250,000 
and 19 feet long, the “laboratory on 
wheels” handled well on its maiden 
run. Although Mr. Ford had no chance 
to take the measure of the experimen- 
tal 330-hp Lincoln V8 under the hood, 
the stop-and-go driving gave plenty of 
opportunity to check out the push- 
button controls for the Turbo-Drive 
transmission. These buttons (square 
for REVERSE and PARK, round for 
NEUTRAL and FORWARD gears) are 
located in an armrest-pedestal between 
the 2 sports-car-like front seats. MT 
goofed 2 months ago when we said the 
car had- a plaster body. Instead, the 
body was handcrafted of steel by Ghia 
(For more on Ghia’s long-range plans, 
see “The Rumor Mill,” this page. ) 





HEAD LINCOLN STYLIST BILL 
SCHMIDT dreamed up the Futura 
while, believe it or not, on a skin- 
diving vacation in the Bahamas. The 
car’s lines stem directly from the well- 
streamlined fish he encountered while 
under water. The forward-thrusting 
headlight apertures, for example, came 
from the mako-shark; the manta ray 
contributed the design for the air-con- 
ditioning system’s exhaust vents and 
much of the rear-deck treatment. If all 
this looks or sounds fishy, it’s because 
that’s the way it is! 


PRODUCTION SPORTS CARS con- 
tinue to make news in their own al- 
most apologetic fashion. A 195-horse- 
power V8 is available as an option in 
the more weatherproof 1955 Corvette. 
This engine is basically the powerpack 
job which makes other Chevrolets 
the hot rodders’ delight this year (see 
page 51), but gets its extra 15 horse- 
power from a (Continued on page 74) 








Firebomb is aimed at family sports-car buyers, should prove popular with those who 
want advanced performance and looks without a premium in form of limited space 


THE RUMOR MILL 


“The Plymouth Belmont is finally go- 
ing into limited production .. .” 

FALSE—Although many lower-echelon 
Chrysler folks would like to see just this, 
they have been unable to swing top man- 
agement over to their way of think- 
ing. In any case, the design is too old to 
consider production at this date. 


“Cadillac will have an all-new V8 
engine for 1956 . 

FALSE—Displacement will be greater, 
which may involve recoring of the old 
block, but there is still plenty of potential 
left in America’s first postwar V8. It will 
be with us in advanced form for a while. 


“Buick, Cadillac, and Olds will have 
all-new bodies in 1956... .” 

FALSE—GM's B and C body shells used 
by these firms will be extensively face- 
lifted but basically unchanged. Cadillac’s 
new Eldorado Brougham (see April MT) 
will be handled as a separate series of cars, 
and there probably will be a 4-door 
hardtop available in the regular Cadillac 
line, as well as in Buick Super and Road- 


master models. 


“The Chevrolet Corvette may drop 
Fiberglas for 1956 production . . .” 

GOOD  POSSIBILITY-——The 
quality of current Corvette bodies is 
achieved at too high a price (not passed 
on to consumers). Hand finishing of the 
plastic coupled with a high parts rejec- 
tion rate are the trouble-causers. Corvette 


excellent 


is in the sports-car field to stay, so steel 
is the next big step. 


» 


“Ghia will set up an American branch, 
complete with imported Italian crafts- 
men to build its bodies . . .” 

QUITE LIKELY—If sales of Dual- 
Motors’ new Firebomb go as expected, 
Ghia plans to open a shop here to handle 
the extra load and cut down on transat- 
lantic shipping costs. 
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on Tone Quality! 
TONE-LINE 


MUFFLERS / 





uw ” 
GULDEN-TOUNE 
GLASS PACKED MUFFLER 
Combines all the proven principles of 
design, construction and tone con- 
trol, into the finest glass packed 
muffler obtainable. 








wu 

MELLYV -TUNE 

STEEL PACKED MUFFLER 

A mainstay in the Belond line for 

many years, we proudly present this 

new improved version of an old 
favorite. 





* 


. ” 
RHYTHM -TONE 
HOLLYWOOD MUFFLER 
Produced to meet the ever increasing 
demand for an inexpensive muffler 
that produces a pleasing tone. 
PROPERLY DESIGNED — EXCELLENTLY 
CONSTRUCTED — COMPETITIVELY PRICED 
Belond, the recognized leader of the spe- 
cialized exhaust system industry, invites 
you to see these fine mufflers at your 
dealer soon. Available nationally through 
automotive parts stores, new car agencies, 
GY muffler shops and speed shops. 
, 


~~ 


>> 
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11029 Washington Bivd., Culver City 2, Calif, 
1801 Spielbusch Ave., Toledo 1, Ohio 
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PRODUCTION FIGURES continue to be re- 
vised upwards. Recently Harlow Curtice, GM 
Pres., said, “I believe the auto industry will 
produce, and the domestic market will absorb, 
7.5 million cars and trucks in 1955... As 
far as GM is concerned, we're not producing 
at a high rate in anticipation of a work stop- 
page .. .” Doesn’t sound exactly like a de- 
pression, does it? 


DANGERS OF UNSOUND CREDIT EX- 
TENSION in automobile financing empha- 
sized recently by Frank H. Yarnall, National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. Pres.: 

“No money down, extended payment 
plans” type of credit has mushroomed in 
last few months . . . is “basically unsound 
gimmick for developing floor traffic in dealer 
showrooms.” Failure to stick to sound credit 
practices is “problem of sales finance and 
banking industry, rather than ours {dealers} 

. yet our mutual prosperity is so inter- 
twined that we are both affected by its re- 
sults. Regulation W, or its counterpart, could 
be re-imposed by Federal government. We 
would much prefer to operate without gov- 
ernment control.” 

Mr. Yarnall said financing makes new-car 
buyers out of people who logically should be 
used-car purchasers, with result that used- 
car market, on which new-car sales largely 
depend, is damaged. “We must have an ac- 
tive used-car market if we are to have an ac- 
tive new-car market .. .” 


CITROEN STOCK ROSE RECENTLY due 
to report that French company was negotiat- 
ing with General Motors for investment cap- 
ital. Citroen is 3rd-ranking firm behind Re- 
nault and Simca-Ford .. . 


GROSS PROFITS IN DEALERSHIPS HAVE 
DROPPED from 9.4 per cent in 1946 to 1.7 
for lst 3 quarters of '54, according to speak- 
ers at National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
convention in Chicago. Their reasons: over- 
production, bootlegging, blitz selling, unethi- 
cal advertising. Some factories taking positive 
steps by acting on bootlegging dealers, or- 


ganizing code of ethics for dealer advertising, 
and studying “dealers’ profits” .. . 


HOTTEST LEGISLATIVE ISSUE OF 1955 
in California, says oil industry, is bill which 
would ban trading stamps, premiums, other 
giveaways in gas stations thru prohibiting ad- 
vertising of such “discount devices” . . . 


MORE CARS, FEWER MAKES shows up in 
final account of 1954 registrations by R. L. 
Polk & Co. Big 3 registrations amounted to 
94.4 per cent of total market vs. 90.5 in °53, 
85.8 in '52. Final standings in new-car regis- 
trations: 


1954 Pos. Make 1953 Pos. 
1—1,417,453 Chevrolet 1,342,480— 1 
2—1,400,440 Ford 1,116,267— 2 
3— 513,497 Buick 454,320— 4 
4— 407,150 Oldsmobile 305,593— 6 
5— 381,078 Plymouth 600,447— 3 
6— 358,167 Pontiac 385,692— 5 
7— 269,926 Mercury 287,717— 8 
8— 154,789 Dodge 288,812— 7 
9— 110,328 Cadillac 98,612—13 
10— 101,741 Chrysler 153,756—10 
11— 95,914 Studebaker 161,257— 9 
12— 82,729 Nash 137,350—11 
13— 76,739 DeSoto 122,342—12 
14— 38,396 Packard 71,079—14 
15— 36,251 Lincoln 39,169—17 
16— 35,824 Hudson 66,757—15 
17— 17,002 Willys 42,433—16 
18— 8,889 Kaiser 22,825—18 
19— 1,123 Henry J 10,710—19 
28,028 Miscellaneous 31,331 
5,535,464 Total all makes 5,738,989 


NEW TURBO-JET RACING CAR being de- 
veloped and soon to be tested by Equipe En- 
deavour and Cooper Car Co. of London, 
England. Not expected to be ready for racing 
until 1956... 


REMEMBER FABULOUS 1911-1920 AUTO 
ERA? And Tommy Milton, Bob Burman, 
Dario Resta, 3 racing giants of that time? 
AAA Contest Board does, and so honors them 
by electing to Automobile Racing Hall of 
Fame. Milton, still living, stands 2nd in ac- 
cumulated National Championship points . . . 


BRITISH EXPORT CARS OUTSELL 
AMERICAN EXPORTS. Hard to believe? 
Society of Motor Manufacturers & Traders 
reports total overseas sales of British cars 
and commercial vehicles were 492,816 (or 
90,000 more than those of American ve- 
hicles). West Germany ranks 3rd with 
298,122, France 4th with 131,970, Italy 5th 
with 44,136... 


CASH FOR THAT CAR: According to 
National Automobile Club, 37 per cent of 
used passenger cars bought in U.S. in 1953 


were paid for with cash... 
The Editors 





MOTOR 





Convenient delivery 








‘ 
a 
' 
r 
H TREND Subscription Dept. a is one of the big reasons 
H 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. : for subscribing to MT. 
: Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: : Another is the 
or —$3.00 T —$5.00 Abo 
; ‘or US. its ae Pe BR all other Siatane . 1 4 
g OCOne year—$4 Two years—$7 t © aving 
4 ' 
H RT NY RPE TELS IUE Sey BCT aS OS CIE cae a Se aN : ona two-year order. You 
g Street > won’t miss a copy of the 
H City Zone State H great new issues coming up 
‘ l enclose: [) cash [] check [] money order e if you send this coupon 
ie a today... 


























Many tried to copy it. None could. When a finer sports car ¢2 

than the Jaguar XK-120 appeared...it was the ¢ 

Jaguar XK-140! Its refinements have been developed in i 

the world’s most grueling races and rallies. 1 \ 
But driving’s believing — get behind the wheel yourself. , l f 
Call your Jaguar dealer for a demonstration drive. q % 


e New redesigned chassis for even greater roadability 

New larger diameter torsion bars nk 
New rack-and-pinion steering VU 
New high lift cams and 190-250 horsepower 

New oil ignition coil 

e New enlarged cockpit—increased leg room 


e New smart refinements of the same sculptured beauty 
that made Jaguar the world’s most admired motor car. 


ve on the JAGUAR 





XK-140 Super Sports Roadster..............000- $3450 
Port of Entry 


XK-140 Super Sports Convertible 
Se Tene FAG COUN os 5 bass. eas cNwiw's Stead $3795; 


Port of Entry 
XK-140 “M”. Wire wheels, twin exhausts, 2 fog lamps, 
windshield washers. 190 HP $145 additional. 


XK-140 “MC”. As abgve with Special Crankshaft damper, 
“C” type cylinder head. 210 HP $295 additional. 


Price includes heater, tachometer, directional lights, electric windshield 
wipers, electric clock, automatic back-up light. White walls extra, 


Laycock de Normanville overdrive or Borg-Warner automatic 
transmission optional. 


JAGUAR the finest car of its class in the world 
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Wheeling with Deeling 


ee 


Me and Humphrey Bogart. .... 1, 20, vein 


VER since that picture Bogart made in 
Italy, I've been looking for a car horn 
like the one on that Italian bus. Last month 
I found one called. oddly enough, the 
Italian Bus Horn, and put it on my car. 
What it does is split the sound your stock 
horns make into two tones—one high, one 
low—about ten times a second, whenever 
vou hit your horn. 


r 




















It makes kind of a Benny Goodman sound, 
and, for some reason, the sound carries a 
lot farther—a safety factor if you drive at 
any speed or around curves. 

This kit is actually a fine piece of equip- 
meni, and you can in- 
stall it yourself in fif- 
teen minutes on any 6 
or 12 volt system. 

Up to now, the Italian 
Bus Horn is all I have 
in common with Hum- 
phrey Bogart. But 
maybe you'll have bet- 
ter luck. Maybe you'll 
tootle it at a stop light some day and Gina 
Lollobrigida will jump in the car with you. 
Not bad for $6.95, including postage and 
money-back guarantee. 








Here’s something that could be even more 
important to you than Italian Bus Horns 
and Gina Lollobrigida: Your car can be 
skidding sideways 55 feet every mile you 
drive because of a “built-in” wheel wobble. 
The trouble is in the standard slotted front 
wheel nuts. It’s almost impossible to adjust 
them accurately because they have only six 
slots for the cotter pin to fit in. You have a 
choice of too tight—which wears out wheel 
bearings—or too loose, which wears out 
tires and brakes. With the Educated Nut 
(picture above), you can adjust to .001” 
accuracy. Tires last up to 5,000 miles long- 


er, you get better steering, braking. Guar- 
anteed to save you at least 6 times their 
cost of $2.98 a set, postpaid. 


soians wot 





PUT EYES IN THE BACK OF YOUR HEAD... 
with this Broadview mirror. Takes in the 
entire rear area at a glance, day or night, 
doesn’t minimize danger by reducing the 
size of cars behind. Specially tinted to filter 
out glare, attaches with a spring clip right 
over present car mirror. This beautiful 
chrome-plated mirror will last for years— 
transfer it from car to car. $5.95, postpaid. 





LIKE EXTRA DASH COMPARTMENTS 
If you're like my wife and me, you use the 
sun visors in your car as storage shelves. 
This works fine—until we use a visor, and 
get showered with paper, maps, sunglasses, 
gloves and pencils. Auto Visettes cure this 
fast. Both have zipper pockets for maps, let- 
ters, gloves, etc. and glass cases. The driv- 
ers Visette also has memo pad and pencil 
and a place for your registration card; the 
passenger's Visette has Kleenex container, 
comb, and a large mirror. Handsome saddle- 
stitched mock calfskin, $2.00 each (specify 
driver's or passenger’s model) or $3.75 for 
set. Postpaid, and money-back guaranteed. 


for | 


= 
RADIO 


This isn’t an automotive item, but it’s so 
good that I couldn’t resist telling you about 
it. It’s a line filter that stops radio and TV 
noises caused by motors, anpliances, etc. 
Just plug radio or TV into filter, plug filter 
into wall. and buzz-free reception is guar- 
anteed. Only $1.00, including postage. 





MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
If any item you order isn’t 100% satisfactory, let us know within 10 days and we’ll refund your 
money in full—no questions asked. We pay postage when you send full amount with order. 


BEATTY MANUFACTURING CO., DEPT. MT-5, 3450 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


Please rush me the items checked: 
(C Italian Bus Horn ($6.95) 


(0 Driver’s Visette ($2.00) 
C) Passenger’s Visette ($2.00) 


| 

I 

i 

{| OC Broadview Mirror ($5.95) Make of car 
1 

CJ Both Visettes ($3.75) 


BEATTY MFG. CO., DEPT. MT-5, 3450 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, California 1 
(] I enclose cash, check, or money order in full; you pay postage. . 

( Educated Nuts ($2.98 set) [I enclose $1.00 dep. on each item; will pay post., COD charges. | 
2 EERE ener cee MENA er ae Se Soe ee Weak... 

ON csie cladiiahiate insects chacLichtitaesttihcensieasiesthnasiestttatndsinadiaaiatadiigoamentcaiilihiaedieaecadl j 

I ccc ences anditntanssing wensinnlacanisdetaniapeacicnitenthapislip tian ladinctittlls 1 

Zone. State I 


L C Line Filter ($1.00) ee 
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THE GRAND PRIX CAR 


By Laurence Pomeroy, 
F.R.S.A., M.S.A.E. 


Published by Motor Racing Publications 
Ltd., 13 Conway St., Fitzroy Square, London, 
W.1, England. Distributed by Autobooks, 
2708 W. Magnolia Blvd., Burbank, Calif. Vol. 
I, $26.50; Vol. Il, $20.00; $32.50 for both. 


racing car the world has yet seen is 
the 3-liter Mercedes-Benz? Do you know 
which car is its closest rival? And what about 
the evolution of the race car since 1908? 

These and many other questions concern- 
ing race machinery are answered in 2 vol- 
umes, the most complete compilation of 
technical information, drawings, and race-sta- 
tistical data we've ever seen. 

The Ist volume covers the story of racing 
up to 1939 and contains detailed descrip- 
tions of 17 famous racing cars commencing 
with the 1908 2-liter Itala and finishing with 
the 1939 12-cylinder, 3-liter Mercedes-Benz. 
The 2nd volume carries the story of racing 
and the racing car up to the end of 1953 
with some glances at the technical develop- 
ments of 1954. Formula I and II cars are 
described in detail with complete large cut- 
away drawings showing all engineering fea- 
tures. You'll read about such prominent 
types as the 1.5-liter Alfa Romeo, the 
B.R.M., the Talbot Lago, the 4.5-liter Fer- 
rari, the 2-liter Ferrari and its closest 
rival, the 2-liter Maserati. Less prominent 
cars such as Connaught, Cooper, and the 
twin-camshaft 1.5-liter Ferrari are also de- 
tailed for you. 

Following the analysis sections are 14 
chapters showing the “how and why” of race 
car development, including such items as the 
first application of superchargers in 1907, 
the influence of front-wheel brakes, the use 
of alcohol fuel, the design problems of inde- 
pendent suspension of front and rear wheels 
and the effect of this on lap speeds, and the 
construction methods used to combine stiff- 
ness with minimum weight. 

Author Pomeroy surveys the entire field 
of racing-car development up to the end of 
1954 in the last 2 chapters. In a postscript 
he even takes up such allied matters as the 
economics of Grand Prix racing, the relation 
between type of driver and type of car, and 
the effect of driving methods and team 
tactics in race results. 

A wealth of reference material is con- 
tained in the appendices, which give a sum- 
mary of developments between 1900 and 
1953, the specifications of 72 leading rac- 
ing cars built in this period, and a list of 
Grand Prix cars with the number of wins 
they have achieved in major European events. 
The addition of these 2 volumes to any en- 
thusiast’s library is a must. 


D*. YOU KNOW that the fastest road- 
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Widtididi 


THE 


BIG SECRET 


Here, for the first time, is the story 
leading up to the rebirth of the 
Continental and what that $10,000- 


per-copy car will (almost) look like 


‘VE GOT A SECRET and I'm dying 

to talk. Ever feel that way? Then 
you'll know how it is to have something 
bound up within you so tightly that you 
confidently expect to burst into tiny frag- 
ments any second. 

With the imminent (in 
months anyway) announcement of the 
new Continental, and my knowledge of 
what it looks like (or did as of several 
months ago) I want to be able to tell 
everyone what I know. Never can I re- 
call so much interest abounding in the 
release of a single new automobile. 


terms of 
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Unfortunately, however, there are such 
things as violating a confidence. I’ve been 
sworn to. secrecy, albeit somewhat be- 
grudgingly, by William Clay Ford, young- 
est Ford brother and General Manager of 
the Continental Division of Ford Motor 
Co. As if that isn’t enough I've also been 
confided in by John Reinhart, Chief Styl- 
ist; Harley Copp, Chief Engineer; and 
Gordon Buehrig, Body Engineer of the 
project (and designer of the coffin-nose 
Cord). It is almost a case of “anything 
you say may be used against you.” 

Up until now I’ve kept my secret, even 


\ 


iM 


WW 
iit 


MN 


| 


| 


Hit 
titty 


HN 
i; 








Hii 
Hin 


iN 
hang 
Wu 


MT 
‘nin 


t 


by Walt Woron 


steadfastly refusing to be pried loose from 
it by the sly device of martinis served up 
by my fellow-workers. The most I’ve told 
them is what MOTOR TREND has al- 
ready put in print: it’s a modernized 
version of the old Continental, has clean 
lines, and bears a strong Ford family re- 
semblance. Other than that I’ve said noth- 
ing. With rumors, half-truths, and a few 
vague facts now having appeared, I feel 
I am no longer bound to keep my secret 
in its entirety. 

It wasn’t too long after the last Lin- 
coln Continental had rolled off the as- 































William Clay Ford, general manager of Continental Division, checks progress on 


Continental clay model proposal. Other Continental models are in background 


sembly line (with the Continental, this 
term is used loosely, for they were never 
mass-produced) that rumblings were 
heard about a rebirth of this all-time 
beauty. It was hard to trace down the 
facts on this one, but after much diligent 
checking I found out that they did build 
an abortive version of the *49 Lincoln. 
It was rumored that this would be the 
new Continental. It bore some resemblance 
to the earlier car in that it had a blanked- 
in rear-quarter area, separate fenders, and 
a spare tire on the outside behind the 
squared-off rear deck. But, it was much 
too cumbersome and awkward-looking to 
meet with much approval. 

Proposals continued to come out of 
the Lincoln styling studio. The Continental 
was not dead, but if some of these new 
designs had appeared on the streets, it 
might well have been so for all time. In 
all fairness to the Continental stylists, 
tho, they were stuck with trying to im- 
prove a bathtub design. 

Then, in the early part of 1952 came 
the Continental Nineteen Fifty-X. It was 
described by its builders as being “a blend 
of sports car flavor, custom dignity and 


practicability . . . a pilot model . . . be- 
ing studied toward future development 
as a 4-passenger sedan.” Lincoln designers 
and engineers pointed out that no pro- 
duction of the car was planned, but that 
it could be placed in quantity production 
without any major styling changes. It had 
a wheelbase of 123 inches (same as the 
"52 Lincoln), an overall length of 220 
inches (6 inches longer), was 56.7 inches 
tall (6 inches lower), and was 81.25 
inches wide (4 inches wider). 

This car was apparently not meant to 
get reaction to a new Continental along 
these lines. Rather, since it was one of 
Ford’s lst postwar experimental cars to 
get past the drawing-board stage, and be- 
cause the Lincoln Continental had been 
the last “dream car” of any consequence, 
it probably got the tag more for con- 
tinuity than any other reason. Later the 
name was wisely dropped; the company 
found that too many people were assum- 
ing that this car preceded the actual pro- 
duction version of the Continental. 

A few months later Special Products 
Operations (later renamed Special Prod- 
ucts Division and now Continental 


assistant chief stylist, watch the drawing board of John M. Reinhart, chief stylist 


Division) was formed. Its principal 
function was to design and build the new 
Continental, but that was not officially 
announced until last October. 

The story of how 4 outside stylists com- 
peted with the stylists in the Continental 
Division, each submitting his own de- 
sign of the future Continental, is well 
known. So is the fact that each had to fit 
certain specifications set up by Chief 
Engineer Copp. I was lucky enough to 
know one of the outside stylists in this 
design contest. Without the fear of any- 
thing being repeated, he showed me the 
line drawings he drew up from the specs. 
The side, front *%4 and rear %4 views were 
done to accurate scale. The renderings to 
accompany the line drawings had been 
done in blue. Accentuating of certain 
lines by highlighting had been taboo. 

Seeing my friend’s proposed design, I 
felt good. I naturally hoped that his effort 
would be chosen, but I felt that if it was 
rejected in favor of another one, that one 
could be nothing but better. The new Con- 
tinental would have a successful rebirth. 

I was to find out later that his design 
(and the 3 other outside designs) were 


William Clay Ford (right), Harley F. Copp, chief engineer, Robert Thomas, former Gordon Buehrig, designer of the Cord, is 
body engineer on the Continental project 
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THE BIS SECRET eines 


One of several mechanical prototypes developed from 
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a °53 Lincoln hardtop model 


turned down in favor of 1 of 3 submitted 
to Ford management by John Reinhart’s 
staff. It’s a great tribute to Reinhart, since 
he was up against some of the country’s 
top stylists. None of the drawings was 
signed, and therefore favoritism could not 
have played a part. 

Sometime after it had been decided 
what shape the new Continental was to 
take, I was fortunate in finding myself 
on a plane with Bill Ford. It was a round- 
trip flight from Detroit to Indianapolis 
for the pace car ceremonies in 1953 
(when the Ford was selected to run). On 
the way back from Indy I managed to 
buttonhole Bill, who wasn’t at all averse 
to talking, provided I didn’t print any of 
our conversation. What did we talk about? 
What else? 

In the space of an hour he described 
the proposed car in great detail: its height, 
length, and general contour. As he did, 
the Public Relations man sitting opposite 
crumpled his hat in his hands, jerked at 
his collar, wiped a perspiring hand over 
a feverish brow. How could he be certain 
that I wouldn’t print “The Big Secret’? 

Not much more happened for the next 
year and a half—at least as far as any 
new developments were concerned. The 
Ford Motor Co. was busy designing and 
producing new Fords and Mercurys, and 
the Continental seemed to fade some- 
what into the background. I kept up my 
contacts, but even after the Ist mockup 
had been built I didn’t go to see the car 
because I wanted the privilege of pub- 
lishing rumors as I heard them. 

At long last, at the Lincoln Continental 
Owners Club Meet in Dearborn, Mich., on 
October 16, 1954, Bill Ford announced: 
“The new Continental is being planned 
for public introduction sometime in 1955 
... Every car will be manufactured with 
utmost care and precision in an effort to 
achieve our aim of offering the public 
the finest automobile on the road 
{and} as near a custom-built automobile 
as our techniques and resources will per- 
mit.” Concurrent with this I did what I 
had wanted to do all along: went to see 
the Continental. 

Gordon Buehrig met me in the lobby 
of the temporary quarters of the Conti- 
nental Division (while the new factors 
was being built). He had me sign a re- 
lease (I’m still not sure what the fine 
print said), a buzzer sounded, and the 
door to the secret archive swung open. 
All I could see at first was a *4-scale model, 
some tables, and the hood and grille of 
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The new Continental will be a modernized version of this °48 model, but a hardtop. This one, in top shape, has great appeal 


Photos by Joe Moore 


In the new Continental, some of the same feeling of the grille Rear deck will be squarish, too. Spare tire placement is still 
and front end design of the ’48 model will be retained questionable. There is some pressure to make it a fake design 


. 


The new Continental will revert to the From behind the wheel of this ’48 con- The fenders of new version will flow into 
long-hood school of design. Others be-  vertible, you get the feeling of massive- the body. altho the feeling of separa- 
sides classic lovers will greet its return ness from long hood and squarish design tion will be incorporated in the design 
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TEE BIG SECRET -win.: 





Drawings by 


Artists’ conceptions of the new Continental. Altho styling is reminiscent of the 


what I assumed to be the Continental. As 
we walked in John Reinhart greeted 
us and let me continue my relentless 
path toward his baby. My mouth must 
have been open, for he stepped aside and 
said nothing to disturb my trance. 

The plaster model car was sandwiched 
in between a large drawing table and an- 
other plaster model on which somewhat 
different styling and trim features were 
being tried. I walked ‘round and ‘round, 
sat in it, fondly touched it, squatted down 
to look at the wheels, the grille, the bump- 
ers. Apologies were made for showing it 
under such adverse conditions, but I 
know I can do nothing but like it more 
when I see it outside by itself. It cer- 
tainly meets the description given it by 
Ben D. Mills, Asst. General Manager of 
the Division: “modern formal,’ which he 
defined as being “a functional, enduring 
design emphasizing an air of distinction 
and elegant simplicity.” 

Altho this doesn’t give much of a 
picture of what the car actually looks like, 
it does give an insight into the philos- 
ophy behind the car. Without a doubt, it 
is intended that the Continental be a pres- 
tige car, something it was in the pre-war 
and early postwar years. It was not— 
and never was headlined as—mechanical 
perfection. But because of its clean de- 
sign many people overlook this. 

In almost every respect it stood up to 
the best of today’s cars: in comfort, in- 
terior finish, ride. The Continental had, 
and has, an undeniable appeal to classic 


20 MOTOR TREND/MAY 1955 


bugs, neo-classic enthusiasts, and the gen- 
eral public that was, and is, undeniable. 
There are probably more people who 
want a Continental than want any other 
car of older vintage. You only have to 
go thru the columns of “Sell "N’ Swap” 
in our magazine to see that. Check the 
newspapers and see how much the bat- 
tered-up Continentals are bringing. Or 
come with me on a tour of some used- 
car lots in search of some. 

On one lot in Los Angeles I saw a 
’41 convertible with a price tag of $1295. 
It had a good-looking body, the interior 
was fairly clean. The tired V-12 engine 
had been jerked out and sloppily re- 
placed with a 48 Cadillac engine. The 
car had evidently seen lots of hard use. 
In driving it I couldn’t get it to shift 
from Ist to 2nd. The engine smoked, it 
huffed, it puffed. 

On another sharpie’s lot I saw a 48 
convertible. It had the original engine, 
which begged for replacement, and the 
body was rusted out in a few spots. To 
my question on price the salesman re- 
plied, “We advertised it for $1395 but 
would let it go on a cash deal—if you buy 
it today—for $1295.” 

“It needs an, engine,” I said. 

“Ho!” he scoffed, “there’s lots of 
good mileage left in that engine.” 

(They can be rebuilt, but it’s generally 
best to replace the underpowered 12 with 
a later model engine like an ohv Lincoln, 
Cadillac, or Olds. ) 

“Tt needs bodywork, and it’s been leaded.” 


“You won't find any as clean as this 
one. They’re pretty rare, you know.” 

(I do. There are only about 3500 in 
the entire country—out of a total of 
5322 built during the years of 1939 to 
’42, and ’46 to ’48.) 

On a lot noted for its frequent buys in 
Continentals I saw a good, clean °48 
hardtop with a 54 Lincoln engine. The 
first asking price was $2500 (which is 
practically tops and over 50 per cent of 
what it cost new), but by picking it over 
carefully and haggling, he finally came 
down to $1995, “. . . and that’s practical- 
ly wholesale.” 

Whether the new one will be as popu- 
lar for so many years after it is first pro- 
duced is a moot question. My guess is 
that it will, despite its fantastically high 
price (generally assumed to be in the 
$10,000 bracket). It’s enough like the 
old one to carry along those of us who 
still go to bits when we see a particularly 
fine Continental. 

As to comfort, it will have plenty of 
that. I know. I sat in the seat of the 
plaster model and later rode in the “cob- 
bled” version (Detroit's vernacular for 
customized car, generally applied to a 
prototype of a new design). This car, 
basically a ’54 Lincoln coupe, had been 
cut, lowered, and otherwise modified to 
give the engineering staff the reams of 
technical information they must have be- 
fore production begins to prepare for 
manufacture of the car. It will definitely 
have adequate power (but not a radical 
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last one, it will be a modernized version but unmistakably a Ford product. 


engine design ), something which the orig- 
inal cars sorely lacked. 

In general, the styling philosophy set 
down by Edsel Ford for the first Conti- 
nental has been carried forward, modern- 
ized as it should be to meet today’s some- 
what different tastes, but still keeping 
much of the flavor of the “queen of 
classics.” This is evident in the hood, top, 
fenders, rear deck. What I’m trying to 
say is that you'll know it’s a Continental 
when you see it for the Ist time, and so 
will even those who don’t care about cars. 

From the description that follows, do 
you think you’d be able to conjure up a 
picture of the Continental? A modern- 
ized version of the last Continental. Use 
my ’48 as an example, only make it a 
hardtop. It will definitely bear a resem- 
blance to the last one, and will be unmis- 
takably a Ford product. It reverts to the 
long-hood school of design. Extremely 
low and squarish. Will have a fairly full 
grille, which will be the most- modern 
part of the car. The separate fenders will 
flow into the body. Will have semi- 
blanked-in rear windows, a rear deck 
which obviously suggests a spare tire. 

That’s the identical description I gave 
to our art director, Al Isaacs, to his as- 
sistant, Don Fell, and to staff artist George 
Wallace. I gave them no further coach- 
ing. When they asked me if they were on 
the right track, I smiled slyly. You can 
see what they came up with in the ac- 
companying drawings. How close do you 
think they are? 





























Drawings by MT Staff Artists 
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MT RESEARCH road test 


Corp.'s top performer 
surprised us with its 
thrifty ways 


Fair amount of lean on sharp turn seems 
to indicate soft ride, lack of roadabil- 
ity. Don’t be fooled: both are very good 


by Pete Molson 


ITH ALL THE EXCITEMENT 

of the “Forward Look” and the 
“Hundred Million Dollar Look,” America 
itself has taken a 2nd look at all the 
products of its 3rd largest car builder. 
It was fitting that we should test Chrysler 
Corp.’s top car (with the exception of the 
legendary Imperial, which it resembles 
mechanically) as a climax to the lesser 
lines, all of which we have already report- 
ed on. And now that the shouting has died 
down, the 55 New Yorker emerges as a 
car that has improved in every important 
aspect, something that few can say even 
in this Year of the Great Changeover. 





Test car: Four-door sedan with standard 
equipment (including PowerFlite trans- 
mission and power brakes) plus options: 
power steering, radio, heater, but no other 
significant accessories. 


Engine: Essentially the original overhead- 
valve FirePower V8, with complex-appear- 
ing but troublefree double rocker-arm 
and hemispherical combustion 


Wide-opening doors, good stops allow New modified pushbutton-type door han- 
easy entry and exit. Windshield is swept  dles give feel of too little leverage. Hasty 
forward; posts do not form obstructions operation can result in scraped knuckles shafts 
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chambers with centered sparkplugs. Bore 
and stroke, and hence displacement, re- 
main exactly same as Cadillac (3.81 x 3.63 
inches, 331 cubic inches). Dual exhausts 
standard, as in '54. New 4-barrel car- 
buretor uses 2 barrels in conservative 
driving, extra 2 with primary throttles 
more than halfway open and engine speed 
over 1600 rpm. Compression ratio up (to 
8.5 to 1); manufacturer now recom- 
mends premium fuel (like our Mobilgas 
Special). Results of changes: horsepower 
up to 250, torque to 340 pounds-feet. 


Other options: Not available without 
PowerFlite transmission, or without pow- 
er brakes; can be had without power 


Photos by Kidd and Moore 
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steering, as well as with luxury accessories 
not present on test (power window lifts, 
4-way power seat, air conditioning). 
Windsor Deluxe is same size car with 
new 188-hp “polyspherical” Spitfire V8 
(MT, Dec. ’54), available with or with- 
out same list of accessories as New 
Yorker (but PowerFlite and power 
brakes are extras on Windsor). 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: Among the best, with 
wide-opening doors, reliable door checks, 
higher seats than some cars. Wrap-around 
not as much hindrance to front seat entry 
as in other makes. New doorhandles lack 
feel of leverage, can occasionally bark 
one’s knuckles. 


Driving position: Comfort of soft-but- 
firm seat persisted even after long test 
runs. Steering column on low side, can hit 
knee of long-legged driver. Test drivers 
missed front-seat center armrest of last 
year’s Car. 


Vision: Hood slopes sharply for close-up 
view of road. Minor distortion at top of 
windshield and at sides of rear window. 
Chrome tail light trim visible without 
stretching. Electric, 2-speed wipers leave 
large unswept areas at windshield corners, 
are somewhat noisy. 


Operation of controls: Everything oper- 
ates with ease. New-type shift lever (light- 
ed on this alone of all Chrysler Corp. 
makes, for reasons that escape us; the other 








Steering wheel features full horn ring, 
nice hand grips. Chrysler has compact 
instruments and lighted shift quadrant 


makes don’t have the light even as an ac- 
cessory ). New lever location succeeds in 
avowed purpose of having driver forget it; 
it’s much less temptation to play with than 
in conventional location, could result in 
longer transmission life. Power brakes soft, 
but less sensitive than some. Broad, high 
brake pedal ideal for left-foot operation, 
not suitable for pivoting on right heel to 
reach both accelerator and brake. Full- 
time power steering effortless at all times. 
Usual Chrysler high-geared window cranks 
are real advantage. Various light switches 
and miscellaneous controls symmetrically 
spread across dash; not as handy as when 
in front of driver. Large, bright map light 
under curve of dash. 


Ease of handling: Years from now we 
could look silly for having called the 
Chrysler superlative in this department, 
but that’s where it rates as of now. There’s 
no tugging or groaning required at any 
time, no matter what you want to do. 



















Chrysler stops well at moderate speeds, 
is rather erratic from 60 mph. Nose-down 
looks severe. isn’t bothersome to driver 


Acceleration: Fantastic in some depart- 
ments, more than satisfactory in all (and 
uniformly better than in 54). Shot from 
50-80 in less than 10 seconds, qualify- 
ing it as safest car (to date) for highway 
passing. PowerFlite unchanged (except for 
shift quadrant) from 54, retains smooth 
and not especially fast takeoff from stand- 
still considering huge amount of power. 


Braking: Stops from 30 and 45 mph bet- 
ter than last year’s car; from 60, not as 
good, due to unpredictable tendency to 
swerve at very end of stop. Swerving took 
place in both directions (but on separate 
stops), did not always occur. At no time 
did car tend to turn turtle, even when 
nearly broadside to original direction. No 
fade. Handbrake is powerful driveshaft 
type, against which even 250 hp won't 
move Car. 


Roadability: As in the DeSoto (April 
MT), soft ride fooled us into apprehen- 








Gently sloping trunk adds to graceful rear-end styling. Large tail lights form fin 
at top; back-up lights are trimly placed, emphasize bumper contour. Trunk is 
fairly large but lining is sparse and lid is often difficult to close and lock 
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55 Chrysler New Yorker 


continued 

sion about roadability. Instead, we found 
that we could hit all kinds of roads at 
almost any speed with no worries. Dips, 
formerly a Waterloo of some Chrysler 
products, were something to float over; 
rough roads, ruts, streetcar tracks, sudden 
turns made little difference. It’s pretty 
hard to make a New Yorker lose its head. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 

TO LIVE WITH 
Riding in the front seat: Large padded 
roll under thighs and shallowness (front 
to rear) of front seat don’t promise long- 
lasting comfort, but that is the surprising 
result. Good compromise between softness 
and firm support. Noiselessness helps 
restful quality of ride. Padded recessed 
dash adds to peace of mind. Some body 
lean, but not enough to make passengers 
uncomfortable. 


Riding in the rear seat: Headroom, al- 
ways good Chrysler characteristic, down 
slightly this year but still industry's best. 
Plenty of room for 3 large passengers in 
rear, with no crowding needed. Legroom 
excellent even with front seat all the way 
back. Good ventilation with opening rear- 
quarter vents. Metal handgrips useful, not 
too safe for knees in an accident. Body roll 
still present, but less bothersome than in 
earlier versions. 


ECONOMY AND EASE 
OF MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Car wins honors for 
across-the-board mileage increase of ap- 
proximately 2 mpg in all test runs, de- 
spite upped hp and considerably better 
all-around performance. MT believes that, 
though it was quite possible to use regular 
gasoline in previous FirePower-engined 
cars, most owners used Ethyl; these own- 
ers will find that Chrysler's new and high- 
er compression ratio reduces their fuel 
costs. Almost as simple a computation 





REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 

(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamom- 
eter. All tests are made under full load, 
which is similar to climbing a hill at full 
throttle. Observed hp figures not corrected 
to standard pheric conditi 
76 road hp @ 1800 rpm and 32 mph 

@ 





88 road hp 2000 rpm and 41 mph 
110 road hp 2500 rpm and 60 mph 
Max. 130 road hp @ 2900 rpm and 72 mph 


TOP SPEED 

(In miles per hour over surveyed 1/4-mile.) 
Fastest l-way run 116.2 
Slowest 1-way run WAI 
Average of 4runs 113.5 
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shows that those who used regular fuel 
in previous Chryslers can switch to pre- 
mium in their 55 New Yorkers and nearly 
always come out ahead financially (the 
only disadvantage comes in the compara- 
tively rare steady running at low speeds). 


Is the car well put together? Yes, but as 
frequently happens with an all-new car, 
it’s not up to the standards of last year’s 
model. From its engine, which is by no 
means the industry’s cheapest to build, to 
its upholstery, it shows good workman- 
ship. Other spots are not so good: the 
chrome on the test car wasn’t top quality, 
and the trunk was particularly unsatisfac- 
tory with its unlined portions, soft but 
flimsy mat, and reluctant-to-close lid. 


How did it hold up? Satisfactorily but 
not perfectly. The living-room-type up- 
holstery proved surprisingly durable un- 
der conditions that were anything but 
favorable. A rattle developed in the new 
PowerFlite linkage (which, incideorally, 
was improperly adjusted, demanding oc- 
casional fiddling with the lever). The 
PowerFlite unit itself proved reluctant 
during acceleration checks (it sometimes 
refused to upshift). This is the sum total 
of our grievances. Our past experience 
has taught us to expect top quality. We’re 
astonished when we don’t get it. 


Servicing: Its sparkplugs are hard to re- 
move, and the dipstick is artfully con- 
cealed; otherwise, engine accessories are 
easy to reach, with the power brake unit 
now high on the firewall. This engine is 
a standout among modern V8s in its lack 
of carbon buildup. This means less power 
loss as deposits accumulate, and probable 
maximum utilization of today’s very-high- 
octane premiums without knock. 


SUMMING UP 


No one will deny that the “Forward 
Look” represents one of the greatest of this 
year’s impressive list of Chrysler advances. 
And you'll have to find a crotchety cus- 


‘55 Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe 


ACCELERATION 

(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and 
electric speedometer.) 

Standing start 4-mile (79 mph) 18.0 

0-30 mph 4.2 

0-60 mph 108 

10-30 mph 3. 

30-50 mph 

50-80 mph 


Ow 
0% 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 

(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 30 @ true 30 mph 
46 @ true 45 mph 
61 @ true 60 mph 
77 @ true 75 mph 
115 @ top speed 


tomer indeed before you'll get one to say 
that the Chrysler isn’t good-looking. It’s a 
fine start, but MT was hoping for a dazzler 
instead of such restraint. This may be com- 
mendable in the interests of good taste, but 
with all due respect, we would like to say 
something: 1955 just doesn’t seem like 
the year to hide one’s light under a bushel. 
Listen to this typical comment by one ot 
the MT Research staff members: “Interior 
is well done, well put together, has all the 
comforts you need, yet you don’t ‘coh’ or 
‘ah’ when you sit in it . . . Car is soft-riding 
(one of the best), has plenty of punch, is 
easy to drive, but it doesn’t do anything for 
me.” Remember the old classic Imperials? 
Forgetting the Airflow’s looks for a mo- 
ment, remember its features that everybod) 
wanted (and eventually got, in every car 
on the road)? Where is today’s counter- 
part to these truly glamorous Chrysier cars 
of the past? 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.81 in. Stroke 3.63 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.95:1. Compression ratio 8.5:1. 
Displacement 331 cu. in. Advertised bhp 250 @ 
4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.75. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2783 ft. per min. Max. omep 154.9 psi. 
Max. torque 340 Ibs.-ft. @ 2800 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is Power- 
Flite, 3-element torque converter with planetary 
gears. RATIOS: Drive 1.72 x converter ratio and con- 
verter only; low 1.72 x converter ratio; Reverse 
2.39 x converter ratio. Maximum converter ratio at 
stall 2.6. 


REAR-AXLE RATIO: 3.36. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 126 in. Tread 60.2 in. 
front, 59.6 in. rear. Wheelbase /tread ratio 2.10:1. 
Overall width 79.1 in. Overall length 218.8 in. 
Overall height (empty) 60.9 in. Turning diameter 
43 ft. 9 in. Turns lock to lock 5.5 (3.5 with power 
steering). Test car weight 4410 Ibs. Test car 
weight/bhp ratio 17.6:1. Weight distribution 54.2% 
front, 45.8% rear. Tire size 8.09 x 15 (tubeless). 


PRICES (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) NEW YORKER DELUXE 
4-door sedan $3494, hardtops $3652 and $3690, con- 
vertible $3924, 4-door station wagon $4209. 


ACCESSORIES: PowerFlite standard, power brakes 
standard, power steering $113, radios $110 & $128, 
heater $92, power seat $70, power windows $102, 
air conditioning $569. 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special used.) 

Steady 30 mph 20.2 


Steady 45 mph 17.9 

Steady 60 mph 15.5 

Steady 75 mph 13.1 
Stop-and-go driving 

over measured course 11.9 

Tank average for 600 miles 13.0 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 


30 mph 40 
45 mph 88 
60 mph 171 
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by John Christy 


TS BIG AND IT’S FRIGHTENING, but you can live 
thru it—if you’re prepared.” These were the words of one 
soldier who crouched in a trench just 3 miles from Ground Zero 
point in the March test of a 30-kiloton A-bomb at Yucca Flat, 
Nev. No panic, just a plain statement of fact, you can survive... 
The soldier’s words have since been echoed by key Civil 
Defense authorities in charge of preparing the public to meet the 
threat of atomic war. Most of the preparation is directed toward 
survival in the home. But for a nation that virtually lives on 
wheels, that is not enough. Plans must include the possibility 
that certain sections of urban and suburban populations might be 
given the word under a yellow alert to disperse or evacuate an 
area in order to allow decontamination after an attack. CD au- 
thorities are quite aware of this. 

But, you as a citizen also have a responsibility. CD can tell 
you when and where to go and how to get there, but the prepara- 
tion is squarely up to you. You must be ready to take care of your 
family during transit and you must be sure that a breakdown 
of your equipment will not slow or halt the work of others. 

Most of the preparation for the ordinary citizen is nothing 
more nor less than good sense at any time, and most of the 
equipment should be in the car or near it, whether the world 
situation is peaceful or disturbing. 

The first thing to think of is, of course, the car. The main 
thing to remember is that, during a yellow or red alert, the man 
in the neighborhood gas station will be going through the same 
problems as yourself. In short, he’ll have scant time to take care 
of any little last-minute wants of customers. Further, if you’re 
told to move out, the chances are good that the route will be 
over secondary roads in order to keep the main arteries open for 
essential military traffic. 

Check out your car’s eccentricities now and be prepared to 
take care of them without the help of the service man. Does 
the car burn oil? Keep a 5-quart can in the garage. Does it 
burn or foul plugs? Get a set, or preferably 2 sets to keep in 
the car. A condenser often gives no warning when it goes out. 
Spare fuses should always be in your car. Some cars are fuel- 
pump killers; a spare pump doesn’t weigh much. Other items 
that should be in the spare-parts box are listed at right. Other 
items that might come in handy are a small coil of standard 
automotive light wire, a short length of neoprene tubing of the 
same inside diameter as the fuel line on the car, and a couple 
of small hose clamps or a length of stiff wire. 

None of these are bulky and all, with the exception of the 
oil, can be carried in a small toolbox or one of those surplus 
20 mm ammunition boxes available at the nearest Army-Navy 
store. In addition to these, 2 Jeep cans, 1 for gasoline and 1 for 
water, should be kept in the garage. Like all emergency gear, they 
should be kept full. 

First of other needs is the first-aid kit, not only for your 
own use but for those you may be called on to help in an emer- 
gency. Following are further notes on the list of first-aid items at 
right, recommended by the Federal Civil Defense Administra- 
tion for both home and auto use: 

The antiseptic solution can be either a benzalkonium chloride 
or any organic mercurial compound in water solution. 

The ammonia is for faintness. 

Get 1 small box each of salt and baking soda for treatment of 
shock (1 tsp. salt, 4% tsp. soda to 1 qt. water ). 

Get 4 triangular bandages, 37 x 37 x 52 inches, for slings. 

CD suggests 2 medium and 2 small first-aid dressings in 
sterile packages. Don’t try to make your own! 

Soft, old bath towels, 2 large and 2 small, packaged in heavy 
paper, are for burn dressings. 

Get 12 splints, 4 x 314 x 12-15 inches, and 12 tongue blades 
for smaller splints. 

Water purification tablets are sold under various trade names. 
Note: Water officially declared radioactive is mot to be used for 
any purpose. (Continued on page 62) 






















If you /get/ the 
to evacuate in case 


\ 


NOW is as 


time to ready 


YOUR CAR: Has He, oe nett 
it a steel top? - 
Can you use it on 
rough ground? 


SPARE PARTS FOR IT: 


PLUG WRENCH 
SMALL SCREWDRIVER 
PLIERS 

CRESCENT WRENCH 
OPEN-END WRENCHES 
TIRE-PATCHING KIT 


TOOLS FOR IT: 


AUTOMOTIVE LIGHT WIRE 
FRICTION TAPE 

NEOPRENE TUBING 

HOSE CLAMPS OR STIFF WIRE 


> 


USEFUL ODDS-AND-ENDS: 


ANTISEPTIC SOLUTION 
AROMATIC SPIRITS OF AMMONIA 
TABLE SALT 

BAKING SODA 

TRIANGULAR BANDAGES 
STERILE FIRST-AID DRESSINGS 
EYE DROPS 

SPLINTS 


WATER PURIFICATION TABLETS 


YOUR FIRST-AID KIT: 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS (SEE TEXT) © 


Be 
YOUR PLANS FOR FOOD AND WATER 


YOUR CAMPING NEEDS: BEDDING 
ROPE 


KNIFE, MACHETE OR AXE 
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MT RESEARCH road test 


HE LONG LINE of car buyers who 

yearly extol the smooth lines and 
want-to-go performance of Oldsmobile 
won't be disappointed this year. The 1955 
version has everything Olds ever had with 
a few extras thrown in as evidenced by 
the grueling test MT Research gave it. 


Test car: 4-door sedan. Hydra-Matic trans- 
mission, power steering and brakes, radio 
and heater. 


Engine: Same 324-cubic-inch displace- 
ment as last year but with horsepower in- 
crease from 185 to 202. Contour of com- 
bustion chamber has been changed and 
reduced volume results in 8.5 to 1 com- 
pression ratio. Uses 4-barrel carburetor 
and has better breathing thru larger ex- 
haust valves and higher-lift camshaft. 
Puts out 32 more pounds-feet of torque 
than last year’s 300. 


Other options: All the usual optional 
equipment from air conditioning to pow- 
er windows. Rocket 202-hp engine same 
as in 98 series; also available on non- 
Super 88 as “power package” engine. Even 
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Super 88S 


with the 202-hp engine the 88 (3.07 rear 
axle with Hydra-Matic) will be more eco- 
nomical (and less lively) than the Super 
88 (3.23); the 98 (3.42), vice versa. 
Synchromesh transmission standard on all 
models; no overdrive. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 
Exit and entry: Easy enough, but we had 
trouble when we were carrying packages: 
the test car’s doorstops just didn’t work, 
but other new 88s seem free of this fault. 


Driving position: Very comfortable; low- 
set steering column does not restrict for- 
ward vision; still allows legroom. Wheel 
itself has well-defined grips all around and 
full horn ring. Driver sits quite low, looks 
over moderately sloping hood. 


Vision: All fenders visible from driver’s 
seat; easy to park. No blind spots, but 
windshield wipers are inadequate, leave 
disturbing unswept areas at each end and 
middle of windshield. 


Operation of controls: Well grouped and 
easy for driver to reach and operate. 


Modified only slightly this 
year, the Rocket is still 
a crowd-pleaser 


Olds literally rears back as it begins an 
acceleration run. Fifth-wheel speedome- 
ter indicated 79.5 mph at end of 4-mile 





by Al Kidd 


Padded, leatherette-covered panel ($18 
extra) forms effective hood over neatly 
clustered instruments, preventing glare in 
windshield; dull finish eliminates reflec- 
tions from top of dash. Panel itself is lib- 
erally sprinkled with chrome, can cause 
annoying highlights on bright days. Quad- 
rant for Hydra-Matic is on dash at steer- 
ing-column level. Still electrically oper- 
ated, won't indicate with ignition off or 
with bad connection; can indicate one 
range when transmission is in another. 
Smallish glove box, in the middle of panel 
for convenience. Flanking it are handy 
dual ashtrays; a small slot in each emits 
green light at night for easy location. 
Manually operated front seat works easily. 


Ease of handling: Olds power steering is 
especially good; little effort required but 
still moderately firm and gives good feel 
of road. With power off at normal road 
speeds, steering becomes difficult but 
manageable. Recovery from car tracks and 
ruts easy; wheel swings back to center 
fairly well. 


Acceleration: Olds accelerates with the 
































REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 


(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamometer. 

All tests are made under full load, which is 

similar to climbing a hill at full throttle. Ob- 

served hp figures not corrected to standard 
atmospheric conditions.) 

48 road hp @ 1200 rpm and 30 mph 

88 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 52 mph 

110 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 66 mph 

Max. 120 road hp @ 2900 rpm and 88 mph 


TOP SPEED 


(In miles per hour over surveyed 
Fastest 1-way run 
Slowest I-way run 
Average of 4 runs 


VY-mile.) 







Photos by Joe Moore 










best; "55 Super 88 nicks a little off °54 
times in every department. Exceptional in 
50-80 runs: 11.3 average is almost 4 full 
seconds less than last year. Covers 14-mile 
in only about 14-second less than in 54, 
but it’s going 514 mph faster when it gets 
there. Has the feel that it wants to go at 
all speeds right up to its top of 109.7. 


Braking: Stops just as well as it accelerates. 
Power brakes operate from low-hung pen- 
dular pedal; locked all wheels of test car 
evenly and pulled car to straight stops. No 
fade encountered even after rapid stops 
following acceleration runs. Stops slightly 
better than in '54 from 30 and 45 mph; 
stop from 60 mph was 15 feet less than 
last year’s distance. Power brakes feel 
firm without being overly sensitive, will 
stop car with little extra effort with en- 
gine vacuum expended (enough reserve 
vacuum for about 6 stops). 


Roadability: Good compromise between 
roadability and soft riding quality. Direc- 
tional stability generally good, but you'll 
have to correct in a crosswind. On tight, 
fast turns, car will drift a little and rear 
end will break loose if you really push it. 
Here again, excellent road feel thru power 


steering makes correction easy and power , 


available at speeds over 50 mph makes 
you master of just about any situation. 
Moderate amount of lean on turns, and 
tubeless tires (new this year) protest even 
conservative cornering with a _ squeal. 


Ruts, soft shoulders, and bumps will af- 
fect handling and you'll notice some lunge 
(no oscillation ) on bad dips. Only severest 








TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
‘55 Oldsmobile Super 88 with Hydra-Matic 


( General specifications on page 59) 


ACCELERATION 


(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and elec- 
tric speedometer.) 


Standing start 14-mile (79.5 mph) 17.6 
0-30 mph 3.3 
0-60 mph 10.6 
10-30 mph 2.7 
30-50 mph 4.5 
50-80 mph 11.3 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 31 @ true 30 mph 
48 @ true 45 mph 
64 @ true 60 mph 
80 @ true 75 mph 


shocks will result in vibration thru steer- 
ing wheel. 


Ride: Ride end of compromise is better 
than average. Olds front end now has 
direct-acting shock absorbers mounted ver- 
tically within springs—result is smoother 
ride. Very quiet transmission coupled with 
equally noiseless engine, but open windows 
at high speeds cause quite a roar inside 
car. At high speeds on relatively bad 
bumps or dips, car will shake a bit. At top 
speeds comfort is exceptional: absolutely 
no vibration or front-end oscillation. With 
as good a ride as all but softest-sprung 
cars, Olds is a safe bet for comfort. 





WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 
Riding in the front seat: Comfortable 
foam rubber seats have optional coverings 
of nylon and leather. Headroom is good 
in front, legroom adequate. Carpet is 
handsome foam-backed pile. 


Riding in the rear seat: Plenty of room 
3 here, altho 6-footers sitting on 


for 





Olds has tastefully appointed interior. 
Glove box is convenient in middle of 
dash, lighted ashtray on either side 








FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special used.) 


Steady 30 mph 24.4 (D-4) 

Steady 30 mph 16.5 (D-3) 

Steady 45 mph 20.1 (D-4) 

Steady 60 mph 16.4 (D-4) 

Steady 75 mph 3.9 (D-4) 

Stop-and-go driving over 

measured course 11.8 (D-4) 

Tank average for 790 miles 12.7 (D-4) 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 

30 mph 39 






sides will want more headroom. Shoulder 
room aplenty, average leg and toeroom. 
General interior decor in quiet good taste. 


ECONOMY AND EASE 
OF MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: As is to be expected with 
hotter performance, fuel economy has suf- 
fered a bit in all speed ranges this year. 
If you go easy with your right foot (it's 
hard to do) you won't get along too bad- 
ly. Steady 45, for example, will result in 
good 20-mpg average, but in traffic or at 
high speeds expect to use fair amount of 
gas. Premium fuel is in order—MT used 
Mobilgas Special during road test. 


Is the car put together well? Olds 
rated very good in this category. Ail the 
way from grille to rear end, panels fit 
well; no gaps or poor workmanship noted. 


How did it hold up? Very tight construc- 
tion. Even after rugged road test, no rat- 
tles or body noises of any kind were 
evident. Trunk space is a little smaller than 
you'd expect 


(Continued on page 59) 




















New front suspension has direct-acting 
shock absorbers mounted vertically with- 
in coil springs. Result is smoother ride 
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New Ausco Lambert Double Disc Brakes claim shorter braking distances, less fade. 
Aluminum construction reduces unsprung weight, provides optimum heat exchange 


F THE MANY NEW product re- 

ports we look over and evaluate, few 
are greeted with the enthusiasm we display 
for new braking systems. The latest prod- 
uct—the Ausco Lambert Double Disc 
Brake—may represent a big step toward 
stopping power that can pace go-power. 
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Stopping distances (horizontal lines) 
were regularly shorter for discs (blue) 


28 MOTOR TREND/MAY 1955 


Let’s look over the claims made for 
the Ausco brake over the conventional 
drum-type brake: braking effort reduced 
50 per cent; faster, smoother stops; elim- 
ination of grabbing, swerving, fading, 
and skidding, even under adverse weather 
conditions; aluminum construction for re- 
duced unsprung weight; and linings that 
ordinarily last for the life of the car with- 
out adjustment. 

Backing up these claims, the chart 
illustrating fade resistance shows the 
Ausco brake capable of 15 high-efficiency 
stops from 60 mph, compared to only 3 
for conventional brakes. Pedal pressure 
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NUMBER OF FADE STOPS 


Dise brakes (blue line) show only slight 
fade after 15 fast stops from 60 mph 


progress 
on 
wheels 


by Jim Lodge 


checks during this test showed only a neg- 
ligible increase for the Ausco unit. In a 
trial by the Highway Transport Research 
Branch, U.S. Bureau of Public Roads, 
the Ausco Double Disc Brake shows vast- 
ly improved deceleration power—again 
with moderate pedal pressure. Mechanical- 
ly, the brake consists of finned, cast-alumi- 
num outer housings on which are bonded 
ferrous facings. (Holes in the facings are 
filled with aluminum during the casting 
process, providing a bi-metallic bond and 
optimum heat-exchange properties.) Act- 
ing on these facings are 2 sets of 6-seg- 
ment, heavy-duty brake linings (actually 
2 disc brakes within one sealed unit). 
Pedal pressure sends hydraulic fluid into 
the chamber of an annular piston assem- 
bly, forcing 2 actuating discs apart; these 
make a contact between the brake lining 
areas and the ferrous friction areas on 
the outer housings. 

Additional braking power comes from 
a primary disc operating a ball-and-gen- 
erated-ramp device; the car’s momentum 
causes steel balls to roll up ramps, forc- 
ing the actuating discs farther apart. 
Ausco engineers call this “controlled self- 
energization.” Coil springs return the 
discs when pedal pressure is released. 

Automatic adjustment compensates for 
lining wear to maintain constant pedal 
height and equalized lining clearance. As 
lining wears, a screw acting against a lug 
prevents complete return of the discs to 
their original position. 

A product of the Auto Specialties Mfg. 
Co., Inc., 600 Graves St., St. Joseph, Mich., 
Ausco Lambert brake is not yet available 
for the car owner, but MT Research will 
keep you posted on further developments 
and announcements from the manufacturer. 
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PEDAL PRESSURE—LBS. 


Regardless of rate of deceleration, disc 
brakes (blue) require less pedal pressure 
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ITH SOME RESERVATION, the title of this story is 

true. If you’ve got an automatic transmission car, you'd 
have to drive it lots differently than you probably do now to get 
the same kind of mileage the drivers of the 1955 Mobilgas 
Economy Run got. As you can see from the chart, they got the 
kind of mileage most car owners just wish they could get. 

Would you actually drive differently to get better mileage? 
Would you carefully tune your car before each trip? Use your 
throttle sparingly, take advantage of every downgrade, ride with 
the windows up to prevent any possible loss in mileage due to 
wind resistance, keep the radio and the heater blower off so you 
wouldn’t run the generator (so as not to waste horsepower ) ? 

When we asked some of the winning drivers how they drove, 
this is what they said: Dick Johnson (Studebaker Commander ): 
“Mechanical lockup of our torque converter was a definite asset. 
We were able to get out of Ist at 10 mph, out of 2nd at 25. 
Took upgrades slowly, got good ‘coasting’ effect with foot off 
throttle.” Les Viland (Rambler): “Started in 2nd gear by put- 
ting Hydra-Matic selector in LOW range, then shifting to D-4 as 
soon as we were underway; we only used 3 gears this way.” Pierce 
Venable (Nash Ambassador ) started the same way, found that 
by backing off at 2nd-gear shift point, Hydra-Matic would shift 
into 4th gear, missing 3rd. Buick Roadmaster driver Al Cottle 
stressed ability of big V8 to eliminate lugging on hills. Cottle 
also found transmission “coasting” point where car would roll 
freely downhill. Woody Bell (Olds 88) “got into 4th as soon as 
possible, kept it there all the way.” 

Automatic transmission cars were used exclusively this year 
because (in the words of Art Pillsbury, Chief Steward of the 
AAA-supervised Run) “58.3 per cent of the cars sold in ’54 had 
automatic transmissions.” Knowing that many of our readers 
are interested in what an overdrive-equipped car would do by 
comparison, we drove the Ist leg of the Run as if we were en- 
tered officially. We kept accurate time schedules and checked our 
tank mileage as closely as possible. Arriving in Tucson, Ariz., 
at the end of the Ist day (520 miles), one minute before the 
total allotted time (11 hours, 50 minutes ), we found we got 26.7 
mpg at an average speed of 40.9 mph. In comparison, the Chevy 
6 with Powerglide got 21.58 mpg. : 

To further emphasize how economy driving pays off we drove 
the next day as you would on an ordinary trip. We didn’t 
try to get good mileage; had windows open, radio on, didn’t keep 
a steady throttle, and stopped when we wanted. We covered the 
same distance (455 miles) in less on-the-road time (8 hours, 
27 minutes vs. 11 hours, 20 minutes), had a higher average 
speed (53.8 mph vs. 40.2 mph), and got 1.2 mpg less than the 
Powerglide Chevy 6. 

It just goes to show you that if you want to, you can better 
your fuel economy, but you'll have to work for it. 


by Walt Woron 








OFFICIAL RESULTS 


Ton miles per gallon 
Miles per gallon 
LOW PRICE 
Rambler Super 
Ford Fairlane 6 
Chevrolet Bel Air 6 
Ford Fairlane V8 
Plymouth Belvedere V8 
Chevrolet Bel Air V8 
LOW-MEDIUM PRICE 


*Studebaker Commander Custom 


Pontiac Chieftain 
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Mercury Monterey 
Hudson Wasp 
UPPER-MEDIUM PRICE 


Nash Ambassador Super 6 
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Oldsmobile 88 
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Studebaker President Deluxe 
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Dodge Custom Royal 


Hudson Hornet Custom 6 
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Chrysler Windsor Deluxe 


ij 


DeSoto Firedome 


HIGH PRICE 


| 


Buick Roadmaster 
Packard Patrician 


Lincoln Capri 


" 


Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe 


. 


*SWEEPSTAKES WINNER—STUDEBAKER COMMANDER CUSTOM. Averages for 
all cars: Mpg 21.56; Ton mpg 50.48; Average speed for 1323 miles 40.65 mph. 
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New Mercedes-Benz 190-SL shows only slight changes from 
prototype (April ’54 MT). Scoop has been eliminated from 
hood, rear fender now has molding like front. The 4-cylinder, 
115-cubic-inch engine develops 105 hp. Top speed: 112 mph 
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by Al Kidd 


RIGGS CUNNINGHAM seemingly 

has found the formula for winning 
the Sebring Grand Prix of Endurance 
by teaming an American driver with a 
Britisher on his entry. This year Jaguar 
team driver Mike Hawthorne joined Phil 
Walters at the wheel of a D Jaguar to 
win (pending a protest) overall 1st place. 
The average speed of 79.3 mph bettered 
the winning 72.8 posted last year by the 








Handsome Lafayette is 1955 racing version of the French Re- 
nault. Reports say 48-hp car will be stocked by U.S. dealers 








Chrysler 300 churns to victory in 160-mile NASCAR race at 
Daytona Beach. Winning average for Tim Flock: 90.05 mph 





es 
april 
16-17, SCCA Race, Pebble Beach, Calif. 
16-17, MSCA Chesapeake Trophy Rally, 
Baltimore, Md. 
30, Mille Miglia, Italy. 


may 

1, SCCA Race, Bakersfield, Calif. 

19-22, Central Ohio Sports Car and Outdoors 
Show, Springfield, Ohio. 

21-30, Motor World Fair, Indiana State 
Fair grounds, Indianapolis, Ind. 

30, Memorial Day Race, Indianapolis, Ind. 


+ 

june 

5, SCCA Race (proposed), San Francisco, Calif. 
11-12, 24-Hour Grand Prix of Endurance, 


Le Mans, France. 
19, SCCA Hillclimb, Mt. Equinox, Vt. 


july | 
21-23, SCCA Giants’ Despair Hillclimb and 


Races, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
23-24, SCCA Race, Torrey Pines, Calif. 























Cunningham-Bill Lloyd-Stirling Moss— 
Osca combination. 

AAA has announced a new ruling wiich 
allows 336-cubic-inch rather than 303- 
inch stock engines to be used for sprint 
and championship events. This will per- 
mit use of big engines (Chrysler, Olds, 
Lincoln, etc.) without resleeving. The 
new rule does restrict the engine to the 
use of stock block and head. 


MG took a big step in its return to 
the racing scene by making application 
to enter a 3-car team in the 55 Le Mans 
24-hour race. This will be the first MG 
team appearance at Le Mans in 20 years. 
At least one American is likely to get a 
seat on the new team of 1500 cc 2-seaters 
with enveloping bodywork. 

The recent NASCAR meeting at Day- 
tona Beach, Fla., proved to be a very 


speedy week indeed. Fastest of all was 
22-year-old Bob Said, who rocketed a 
1954 Grand Prix Ferrari thru the traps 
at an average speed of 170.5 mph. Phil 
Walters had the best time for sports cars, 
posting a record-breaking 164.1 mph on 
a D-type Jaguar. Warren Koechling set a 
new Class 4 (unlimited) record for stock 
production cars with a Chrysler 300; his 
speed was 127.58 mph. 


MOPPET MELANGE—THE KIDS COME INTO THEIR OWN 


Photos by Joe Moore 





Meet 10-year-old Jim Caruthers. waiting 
here to race his midget car on the 1/20- 
mile track for kids at Anaheim, Calif. 





Going like a bomb now, Jimmy ends 
qualifying run, clocks 9.5 seconds for 
fastest time of day. Track record is 9.3 





Jimmy begins to really pour it on (25 
mph is about tops) and moves up thru 
field. Here he passes as other car spins 





Ready for a test spin, Jimmy gets a push 
from his pit crew to start his 3-hp, 9- 
cubic-inch Continental-powered race car 





Before main event Jim gets expert ad- 
vice from former URA midget champ 
Bill Cantrell and father Doug Caruthers 


Plenty of trouble here, but Jimmy wisely 
has steered clear, passed all cars but one, 
and settled (unhappily) for 2nd spot 





Not satisfied, Jimmy asks for adjust- 
ments and oversees the action as oldsters 
change battery and check fuel lines 





As shadows lengthen, main event gets 
under way. Inverted start plus fastest~ 
qualifying time put Jim in last row 





Race ended, Jimmy (who sees sports- 
car racing as a possibility for the fu- 
ture) talks with victorious Mike Olivero 
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UCH OF this road test report on 

the ’55 Lincoln is a synopsis of 
performance, the car’s newest features, 
and the annual bouquets to the car’s han- 
dling ease and roadability. But evaluate 
our comments on the new transmission, 
digest any between-the-lines feeling im- 
plied by our descriptions of the test car, 
and see if you, too, come up with the 
impression that this car hints strongly 
at a new era in the offing. You'll be glad 
to hear that that new day, tho, will see no 
drop in roadability. 


Test Car: Top-of-the-line Capri, 4-door 
sedan. Turbo-Drive torque converter 
transmission (standard equipment), pow- 
er steering, power brakes, motor-driven 
seat and windows, usual radio, heater. 


Engine: Bored out closer to 4 inches 
(3.94), same 3.5-inch stroke, for 341 
cubic inches displacement. Torque boost to 
342 pounds-feet, rated brake horsepower 
now 225. Higher-lift camshaft for faster 
intake valve timing, giving decreased over- 
lap for smoother idle, low-speed running. 
Engine breathing improved thru rede- 
signed aircleaner, reworked 4-barrel car- 
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buretor; intake manifold passages larger 
by 10 per cent. Overhead-valve V8 has 
kidney-section combustion chambers (to 
improve exhaust-valve cooling; manufac- 
turer also claims that they lower fuel 
octane requirement in spite of new 8.5 
to 1 compression ratio). Higher oil reser- 
voir, new oil-feed method to “practically 
eliminate” hydraulic tappet clicking when 
engine’s cold. Lincoln engineers tell us: 
“If you hear 1 or 2 clicks on a cold morn- 
ing, that’s normal. If it goes on, some- 
thing is wrong, and the car should be 
brought to an agency.” Dual exhausts now 
standard. Almost all internal moving com- 
ponents constructed of new-type materials 
for greater engine life (example: intake 
valves now chrome steel, exhaust valves 
cast austenitic steel ). 


Other options: Let goodies go to your 
head and you can be lighter by about 
$1500. If you can afford it, you can have 
options of your choice, including all- 
leather upholstery, air conditioning (a 
cool $621), and, most novel extra, push- 
button chassis lubricator (described in 
last month’s MT). There’s no transmis- 
sion option, but last year’s 3.31 rear 


There’s a feel of the future 
in this car that looks 
so like a ‘54 


Lincoln is tops in roadability, doesn’t 
sacrifice riding comfort. Even on this 
severe, skidding turn, lean is moderate 


by Jim Lodge 





axle is still available on special order (no 
extra cost); it’s mandatory on cars with 
air conditioning. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 
Exit and entry, driving position, vision, 
general feel behind the wheel: All good, 
unchanged from 54. Vision excellent de- 
spite retention of non-wrap-around wind- 
shield. If you trade a Hydra-Matic- 
equipped Lincoln on this one, Turbo- 
Drive’s PNDLR quadrant is all that'll 
seem strange, unless you include new- 
found transmission smoothness, silence, 
and apparent loss in pickup; against a 
stopwatch, loss isn’t noticeable. 


Ease of handling: Starting, stopping, or 
just moving along, everything comes with 
complete ease. No wheel fight under any 
conditions. Element of absolute control 
always present; responds to your touch the 
way a good, roadable car will. Compact- 
ness of car aids handling ease (it’s a fair- 
ly large car, yet imparts feeling of being 
smaller than it is). Great psychological 
effect on those who hesitate to park any- 
thing bigger than the smallest member of 
the Ford family. Power steering easy, re- 














Photos by Joe Moore 


tains enough feel to remind you that 
you're guiding a 4470-pound missile. Still 
rates compliments as fun to drive. 


Acceleration: Look at the specifications, 
Clayton chassis dynamometer results, then 
hazard a guess on performance. Horse- 
power, torque, displacement higher this 
year. Turbo-Drive less dynamic-feeling 





Like ’54 car, Lincoln has good visibility, easy entry and exit, 
comfortable driving position. Seats, floor mats are luxurious 


In addition to the roadability and performance that again made it the Mexican Road 
Race winner, Lincoln retains handsome profile, but has a 7-inch-longer rear fender 


transmission than last year’s Hydra-Matic. 
Rear-axle ratio down from 3.31 to 3.07. 
Checkmate. Differences between °54 and 
55 cars no more than %o-second in all 
checks but 30-50 and 50-80, where ’55 
holds slight edge. Despite higher-geared 
final drive, top speed is lower; car still 
maintains high cruising speed with ease. 
What about the new transmission? Akin 
to Mercomatic, Fordomatic in design, oper- 
ation. One of the quietest, most effortless 
transmissions tested to date. Upshift nor- 
mally goes unnoticed; shifting to LOW at 
higher speeds brings non-jarring decelera- 
tion in intermediate gear. Not as flexible 
as former transmission in mountains; 


plenty of coasting in DRIVE. Automatic 
low-gear starts possible thru full throttle 
detent. New planetary-geared torque con- 
verter unit has 2.1 to 1 maximum multi- 
plication; low-gear start brings 2.40 gear 
into play, intermediate has 1.47 ratio. 
Full-throttle upshifts made automatically 
at 35 mph (low to intermediate), and 75 
mph (into final drive range). Maximum 
kick-down points 20 mph (from inter- 
mediate into low), 71 mph (from drive 
into intermediate ). Faster shift than many. 


Braking: Nearly identical to last year’s 
stops at all speeds tested. As noted on 
MT’s data sheet, “this car could have 


Like most upholstery and all paneling and trim in the test 
car, headlining is of washable, childproof plastic material 
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‘55 LINCOLN CAPRI coninves 


been a record-breaker had it stopped in 
a straight line.” Unpredictable “grab” to 
either side until brakes became hot enough 
to keep wheels from locking prematurely. 
It the mix from which different batches of 
brake lining are made varies only slightly, 
it can vary the coefficient of friction and 
cause uneven braking. Another possibility 
is that the anchor pins were riding too 
high on the test car, a condition tor the 
dealer to correct. Fade resistance fairly low. 


Roadability: Continues to be a favorite 
on MT’s mountain test course. What you 
do with it depends on your intelligence 
and skill. Wherever it goes, it does it 
without front-end mushiness, without un- 
controlled sliding, without protest. Drifts 
evenly, gives warning of every move. 
Turbo-Drive doesn’t give immediate throt- 
tle response for power recovery, but car 
tracks accurately, breaks traction gradual- 
ly enough for easy steering control. Even 
at top speed, moves like it was built as a 
high-speed machine. No wander, no front- 
end float. 


Ride: Draws fine line between roadability 
and ride. In soft light cast by competi- 
tors, Lincoln is relatively stiff. Here, tho, 
seats add more than meets the eye; add 
to inherent comfort the car’s excellent 
stability, and you come up with good 
riding by any standard. Rear tread now 
60 inches (was formerly same as front, 
58'4). Rear shocks repositioned; pas- 
sengers found car steady, bounces not as 
sharp as before. Good distance car. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 
Unique in its class, retains extensive 
use of washable materials in headlining, 
door paneling, trim, upholstery. Some 
models, depending on outside color, make 





REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 
(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamom- 
eter. All tests are made under full load, 
which is similar to climbing a hill at full 
throttle. Observed hp figures not corrected 
to standard atmospheric conditions.) 
74 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 35 mph 
93 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 58 mph 
Max. 106 road hp @ 3000 rpm and 74 mph 


TOP SPEED 

(In miles per hour over surveyed '4-mile.) 
Fastest I-way run 104.2 
Slowest 1-way run 104.0 
Average of 4runs 104.1 
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use of Medic-like interior — including 
white armrests, upholstery (and even 
white numerals on white instrument 
background ). Only slash of color in this 
one is fascinating red sweep-second-hand 
on clock. The latter you’re bound to like. 


Riding in the front seat: Legroom, head- 
room good, plenty of space to stretch and 
relax. Seat is comfortable, armrest well 
proportioned. No serious projections in 
front of passengers; we look for Lincoln 
to go to glareproof, crash-pad-type panel 
in future. 


Riding in the rear seat: Can’t stress 
enough the niceties of not being thrown 
from side to side. Hip room, shoulder 
room not as great as in others, but dif- 
ference isn’t too noticeable to most pas- 
sengers. Legroom adequate, plenty of 
space under front seat for toes. Headroom 
about average. Surroundings pleasant; cen- 
ter armrest nice feature, helps avoid sliding 
around on slippery, washable seats. 


ECONOMY AND EASE 

OF MAINTENANCE 
Fuel economy: Here, as in acceleration, 
slight difference from '54. New car bet- 
tered the old at 30, 45 mph. Overall tank 
mileage down, probably because of eager- 
ness in trying out low-gear kick-down 
from standstill. Traffic mileage ( with nor- 
mal takeoffs) down only !4-gallon. Sur- 
prisingly good economy by comparison to 
"54, considering new-type transmission, 
added power. Credit compromising rear- 
axle ratio. 


How did it hold up? Except for brake 
fade in acceleration runs, car had high re- 
sistance to test grind. New transmission 
functioned perfectly at end of 800-mile 
road test. Engine very smooth and quiet 
at idle, under acceleration, at cruising 
speeds. Body panels secure, no mysterious 
rattles anywhere during entire test. 


‘55 Lincoln Capri 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and 
electric speedometer.) 


Standing start %4-mile (77 mph) 18.5 
0-30 mph 4.2 
0-60 mph 12.4 
10-30 mph 3.4 
30-50 mph 5.3 
50-80 mph 13.7 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 

(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 30 @ true 30 mph 
47 @ true 45 mph 
62 @ true 60 mph 
78 @ true 75 mph 
110 @ top speed 





Servicing: No styling or engineering gim- 
micks on warmed-over body, chassis or 
engine to complicate servicing, repairs. 
New chassis luber is simple. 


SUMMING UP 


Compiling results of a week’s testing, 
we detect a note of quality not discussed 
at the climax of former Lincoln road tests. 
It’s the quality of the smooth and quiet 
ride that’s all-important in the prestige 
price class. Turbo-Drive will be prime 
mover in earning Lincoln a reputation for 
things other than its obvious handling 
and roadability traits. It reflects challenge 
to be projected by 56 models. 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.94 in. Stroke 3.50 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.888:1. Compression ratio 8.5 
to 1. Displacement 341 cu. in. Advertised bhp 225 
@ 4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.660. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2566 ft. per min. Max. bmep 151.2 psi. 
Max. torque 342 Ibs.-ft. @ 2500 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is Turbo- 
Drive, 3-element torque converter with planetary 
gears. RATIOS: Drive 1.47 x converter ratio and 
torque converter only (2.40, 1.47 and torque con- 
verter only, at full throttle thru downshift detent); 
Low 2.40 x converter ratio; Reverse 2.00 x converter 
ratio Maximum converter ratio at stall 2.1 @ 1525- 
1725 rpm. 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.07, 3.31 optional 
or with air conditioning. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 123 in. Tread 58.5 in. 
front, 60 in. rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.01:1. 
Overall width 77.6 in. Overall length 215.6 in. 
Overall height (empty) 62.7 in. Turning diameter 
45 ft. 7 in. Turns lock to lock 41/2 (34 power steer- 
ing). Test car weight 4470 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp 
ratio 19.8:1. Weight distribution 56.4% front, 43.6% 
rear. Tire size 8.00 x 15 (tubeless). 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) LINCOLN 4-door sedan 
$3563, hardtop $3666. CAPRI 4-door sedan $3762, 
hardtep $3910, convertible $4072. 


ACCESSORIES: Turbo-Drive standard, radio (with 
automatic antenna, rear-seat speaker) $131, heater 
$121, power steering $129, power brakes $43, 
power seat and power windows $178, air condi- 
tioning $621. 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer 
Mobilgas Special used.) 

Steady 30 mph 18.5 


Steady 45 mph 17.1 

Steady 60 mph 15.2 

Steady 75 mph 12.2 
Stop-and-go driving 

over measured course 12.9 

Tank average for 808 miles 12.0 


STOPPING DISTANCE 

(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 

actuated detonator.) 
30 mph 41 
45 mph 93 
60 mph 167 
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Pulling no punches, MT’s Detroit Editor tells how he 
won the Class 3 Championship in his DeSoto Fireflite. 







by Don MacDonald 


F YOU ARE A DEVOTEE of Groucho Marx, you must by 

iow be aware that MT’s DeSoto set some kind of a record 
on the sands of Daytona Beach last February 22. This record 
was winning the Class 3 (250-299 cubic inches displacement ) 
speed trials championship for 1955 model, American-built stock 
cars by covering the measured miles, both north and south, at 
an average pace of 112.295 mph. The record is good only on 
the books of NASCAR (National Association for Stock Car Auto 
Racing, Inc. ). 

The films shown during the commercial on Groucho’s TV 
show made it all look very simple, something a top-notch pro- 
fessional driver could do with any DeSoto fresh from the show- 
room. The facts are somewhat the opposite: any driver, even 
a rank amateur, could have done it, but with only one DeSoto 
that we know of — owrs. 

Why do we say that ours is probably the only DeSoto in 
existence today that could have won? Why did we choose DeSoto 
in the first place? How is it that our road test DeSoto (April 
MT) averaged only 103.02 mph, whereas our record with 
another strictly stock DeSoto was much more than that on a 
sandy beach which theoretically should slow us up? Why do 
we quibble with Groucho’s commercials, yet imply that his 
claims are basically walid? The answers to these questions are 
complex, but we'll attempt to give them to you. 

NASCAR's President, Big Bill France, has since the war built 
Speedweek into a racing event of international importance. Dur- 
ing Speedweek, the town overflows with aficionados, and rever- 
berates to the tune of badly muffled engines from all over the 
country. The beach, normally shared by bathers and autos sedately 
limited to 10 mph, temporarily becomes no place to soak up 
the sun, unless you want the imprint of a fast-moving tire across 
your pink midriff. 

The Speed Trials is no event for amateurs. By this we mean 
not driving but preparation. A car that has been entered and 


"THE: 


STORY BEHIND 


DAY 'TONA 


Photos by Michael Honos and Joe Wilson 


not painstakingly prepared will embarrass not only the owner but 
the manufacturer as well, as in the case of the 2 Lincolns, only 
one of which succeeded in averaging slightly over 100 mph. 
If nobody prepared, Daytona results would be a valid comparison 
of the makes of cars entered. If everybody prepared, the same 
would apply. As it stands now, only the Ist half-dozen to dozen 
finishers (depending on the size of the entry) post comparable 
speeds. The others trail far behind. 

Preparation for the more serious events starts with your choice 
of a car. With the exception of sports cars which have classes of 
their own, your car must be a current American model (but not 
necessarily purchased new) of any body type in active production. 
You can use any speed accessory, transmission or rear-axle option, 
etc., catalogued as available for factory installation. NASCAR 
rules are rather vague as to whether this includes factory- 
approved items available only for dealer installation, so it’s best | 
to steer clear of any additions to the car after you take delivery. 

Aside from family day, there are 6 classes set up for the Speed 
Trials: 1) Under 200 cubic inches; 2) 200 to 249 cubic inches; 
3) 250 to 299 cubic inches; 4) unlimited displacement; 5) cars 
that deliver in Florida for less than $2500; and 6) American 
production sports cars like the Thunderbird and Corvette. 

Assuming you afe serious, the listing enables you to choose 
your car according to pocketbook. Get out your slide rule and 
figure the power/weight ratios of cars in the class you can afford. 
If you can obtain met horsepower figures, use these. 

Our list narrowed down to 4 cars— DeSoto, Dodge, Stude- 
baker, and Chevrolet, all with closely similar power/weight 
ratios. Chevrolet we eliminated because we erroneously thought 
they would be placed in Class 5 rather than 3. We were afraid 
of the built-in wind resistance of the stylish 2nd-deck structure 
on Dodge’s hood, and paradoxically, Studebaker with its superior 
streamlining would suffer on the return trip with a helping wind. _ 
This was obviously a gamble because we didn’t know what the 
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wind conditions would be. Neither could we know about beach 
conditions, but we felt that in case they were bad on the day of 
the run, we needed a heavier car. So we chose a DeSoto. 

After you have chosen your car on this basis, pick your body 
model with an eye to weight and streamlining only. You'll nar- 
row down to 2 versus 4 doors with a metal roof. The 2-door, 
whether sedan or hardtop, is generally about 50 pounds lighter, 
but in our case, the DeSoto Fireflite hardtop had a sun visor as 
standard equipment. The rules would not allow its removal (nor 
could we put the big engine in the non-visored Firedome hard- 
top ), so we chose the 4-door sedan where the visor is an optional 
extra and therefore not mandatory. 

The next factor affecting your choice is whether or not your 
slide rule comes up with a car that has a 3-speed transmission 
catalogued — not overdrive or automatic but 3 speed, This does 
not apply in Class 4 where powerhouses like the Chrysler 300 
(see page 30) offset the disadvantage of having to use an auto- 
matic box, but it does apply in every other class. 

You may have been educated to believe that overdrive is the 
better bet for speed, but it’s mot, for 3 reasons: 1) if you have 
any kind of a headwind on the beach, your tuned (see below) 
engine won't be able to achieve peak rpm and therefore horse- 
power; 2) the usual windup for the flying mile (214 miles on 
either side) is not sufficient to gain peak rpm unless you have 
a fairly low-geared setup, which overdrive by definition is not; 
and 3) the non-powered time lag it takes to clunk into over- 
drive costs you precious mph. 

You may have wondered by now who the editorial “we” is. 
It is not literary device in this instance because this project was 
not accomplished alone. Among the key figures who gave un- 
stintingly of their time and talents were John Booth of X-Ray 
Inc., an oft-time MT consultant and builder of the X-Ray Special 
featured in October MT. John has an almost uncanny knack of 
translating slide rule figures to highway and racing performance. 
After we had chosen DeSoto, expert Lou Sanford showed us what 
can be done with a strictly stock engine when it has loving care 
during build-up. (He has it on the dyno in photo 1.) When we 
got to Daytona, we were met by that old beach hand, Red Byron. 
Red has won 4 stock car championships on these sands and knows 
most every trick. Auto-Lite engineer Paul Atwell divided his time 
between our car and the Chrysler 300s, making sure his ignition 
systems were in peak tune. Goodyear engineers were always at 
the end of the nearest phone supplying us with vital data for 
their tires, which we used. It takes teamwork; your author merely 
aimed the car on the day of run. 

Engine buildup is the most vital phase in the preparation of 
any car bound for Daytona. The secret, which will never run you 
afoul of NASCAR or AAA rules, is taking advantage of a statis- 
tical improbability. The private citizen defines a stock car as one 
which can be driven home from any showroom. Racing authori- 
ties define a stock car as a collection of parts, all of which fall 
within the extremes of factory tolerances. Just the right combi- 
nation of these extremes is invariably the winning car, all other 
things being equal. Statistically, it is possible (but not probable) 
that just such a car could come off the end of the DeSoto pro- 
duction line (photo 2), or any other line. 

Finding the right combination of these extremes takes lots of 
know-how, but if you have that (or access to it) plus access to a 
well-equipped parts bin, your chances at Daytona are good. The 
formula is highest possible compression ratio with least possible 
friction. Compression ratio is not raised by milling the heads 
or running over the stock gaskets with a steam roller. These tac- 
tics are illegal and well known to the inspectors. What you can 
do is pick a production gasket that is pretty thin to start with, 
pick a set of heads that have been milled to the top limit of 
factory tolerance, and pick rods with thick bearings to get a 
longer throw. You can also cinch down on the headbolts to the 
top limits of tolerances as specified in the service manual. 

Reducing friction is obviously a matter of fitting parts as 
loosely as possible, still within production tolerances. There is 
no law which states that you cannot balance rotating parts or the 





whole engine, and do a much more careful job than is normally 
done by, the factory. You can use the stiffest specified valve 
springs, because you'll find need for them if you’ve done the 
rest of the job right. Your maximum engine rpms will be nearly 
20 per cent higher than average factory production; our DeSoto 
will turn 5450 with a 3.90 rear end and will do nearly 118 mph 
on macadam with this setup. 

Racing authorities are somewhat handicapped in determining 
what is stock because they must work mostly from service man- 
uals. However, you can take advantage of the handicap by polish- 
ing or boring to “normal” wear limits if you find it advisable. 
This applies to friction surfaces only; don’t polish or enlarge the 
ports or carburetor jets or you'll be disqualified. Although we 
didn't find it necessary to do this, NASCAR allows a 0.030-inch 
overbore, as such wear could be experienced in normal service. 

On this point we understand he was disqualified and the race 
went to the 2nd-place Chrysler 300. 

Ignition timing is optional. but the components must be stock. 
We used up 3 drums of Pure Premium gasoline (duplicating 
that served up on the beach to most contestants) to determine 
our optimum settings in preliminary tests on a dynamometer. 
All tests were run with the same Purelube High HP 10W-30 
motor oil that we used on the beach. This was important because 
we had to determine the detonation and pre-ignition characteris- 
tics of the gas-oil-sparkplug combination before deciding on 
what was optimum timing. We were able to advance 2 degrees 
over normal premium setting. 

The Auto-Lite sparkplugs chosen were standard stock items, 
but a little colder than would normally be used in driving a 
DeSoto back and forth to work. We had hardly any trouble pick- 
ing an Auto-Lite generator off the production line that balanced 
out in bench tests at the fantastic figure of 12,000 rpm. 

The car was finally buttoned up and shipped in a van to Day- 
tona Beach along with a spare (3.73) rear end and a spare 
engine. We followed along in another, more orthodox DeSoto 
which you saw pictured in last month’s MT. This car, painted 
to match our entry, proved convenient for transportation and 
practice, but its prime purpose was to star in the television com- 
mercials that the DeSoto people made ahead of time on the beach. 
There was no time on race day for such shenanigans, and we 
couldn’t allow our own car to be risked in anything but serious 
testing, most of which took place on a back road outside of Day- 
tona. Some movie making, however, was made during actual prac- 
tice on the beach in the “transportation” car, sometimes with the 
cameraman and all his equipment in the back seat. He will long 
remember some of the photo-taking sequences. At our motel, 
John Booth and Lou Sanford (left and right in photo 3) got 
together with me in innumerable conclaves. 

Practice on the beach was endlessly pondered (4), and Lou 
Sanford adjusted the secondary venturi opening point (5) but 
returned to the normal factory setup. To forestall any bounding 
around on race day, our own car was equipped with both “ex- 
port” springing and shocks. We felt that we could always change 
back to standard shocks if we encountered an intermediate “wash- 
board” condition, and on a smooth beach, it didn’t matter. It 
turned out that the latter was the case, but those are the vagaries 
of preparing for Daytona. 

John Booth has a theory that once a car is prepared, it should 
be put in a garage and kept there until race time. There is such 
a thing as over-preparation. Nevertheless, we all fell victim to a 
last minute flap over which of our 2 rear-axle ratios tp use. The 
3.90 installed in the car originally allowed us to churn up 5450 
fpm on our practice road. This was 118 mph according to our 
paperwork. The beach factor (slowdown due to sand friction) 
was problematical, because our Stewart-Warner tach showed the 
same rpm on both macadam and sand. There didn’t seem to be 
any difference. Our spare 3.73 rear end “paperworked” out to a 
higher top speed, neglecting beach factor. We installed this, 
using time (38 minutes all told) that might have been better 
spent in our motel rooms. Just what we gained — or lost — was 
still being argued as we approached the famous strip (6; it’s now 
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several miles south of this sign, thanks to encroaching motels). 

Our day dawned bright and clear, with, as we mentioned, a 
smooth beach. George Forman, spare-time NASCAR official and 
Palm Beach sports-car dealer, conducted the preliminary in- 
spection (7) draped over our left front fender. Both foot and 
hand brakes were backed off to the point where it was a good 
thing that we had 214 miles to slow down. We didn’t get around 
to adjusting the voltage regulator down to zero (to eliminate 
minuscule horsepower consumption by the generator), but we 
did manage to buff and rebalance our tires, give the fanbelt 2 
inches of play instead of 1, replace the grease with light oil 
in the front-wheel bearings, and put.a slippery coat of wax on 
the front of the car after having our bright idea of masking tape 
across the airscoop (8) ruled illegal. Whether these efforts (all 
lawful) helped or not, they at least reduced pressure by keeping 
us all busy during the seemingly interminable wait for registra- 
tion. Officials siphoned our tank to make sure it held nothing 
but Pure Premium (9). Pre-race inspection consisted mainly of 
a safety check and a cursory compression test to unmask obvious 
non-stockers. We came thru it with various official stamps of 
approval and identification (10). 

The big cars (Class 4) went Ist and took up the windless 
start of the morning. Our turn came after endless delays (11, 
12, 13); when it did (14), we faced gusts up to 25 mph going 
south. The measured mile seemed to take a long time to end 
(15). Both a Studebaker (driven by Merritt Brown) and a Chev- 
rolet (driven by Deputy Sheriff J. M. Tapscott) nudged over 
our speed of 109.722 mph. Things looked pretty black while 
sitting staring at the crowd (16), waiting for our crack at the 
northbound run (17). Red Byron came storming up, said “Stay 
closer to the stakes, where the sand is drier!” We did, and 
turned up 114.869 aided by the same wind which previously 
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hindered us. At least 0.5 mph of this (the “editorial we” swears) 
was obtained by pushing on the steering wheel. Booth claims 
(more logically) that the wind caught hold of our substantial 
bustle. In any case, our average of 112.295 did the trick (18). 
Tachometer readings (with 3.73 rear end) were 5100 north- 
bound, 5350 southbound. We didn’t notice the speedometer. 

The rest of the day was anticlimactic and wearing. Our car was 
immediately impounded and shortly afterward carted off to the 
Fish Carburetor Co. garage for technical inspection. The inspec- 
tors enthusiastically tore the car apart (19), checking the rear 
end (20) and venturi dimensions (21), but the owner was 
responsible for hauling it off in a basket and reassembling it. 
We did this the next morning; we preferred to spend Victory 
Evening in a local night club watching the excellent floor show 
and later driving home in a taxi. 

The official Victory Dinner came the next evening, and one 
of the sidelights of our excursion to Daytona was “Uncle” Tom 
McCahill of Mechanix Illustrated having to pose for innumerable 
television shots showing him presenting a trophy to MOTOR 
TREND. This he did very graciously, but the real trophy (much 
smaller) was handed out at the dinner by Bill France (22). 

The trip home (Daytona to Detroit) took 3 uneventful days 
but was interesting to this extent: Our “export-sprung” race car 
could outcorner the “transportation” DeSoto by at least 20 mph 
on a given bend, but the latter (even with its PowerFlite) fared 
best at the gas pump by about the same percentage. Let this be a 
lesson to those who dream of competing at Daytona. We know; 
we still own the race car, and subsequent inquiries into the state 
of the used race car market point out the fact that we will be 
paying for bringing this story to you for the next 24 months, 
which is O.K. with us. We sort of like that DeSoto! 

— Don MacDonald 
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by Al Kidd 
Photos by D’Olivo and Medley 


Violent likes and dislikes were among the motoring 
public’s reactions to the cover car, a literal version of 


OLY SMOKE! .. . . “Quite a deal, 
let’s face it” . . . . “Must have been 
built for Ava Gardner” . . . . These are 
typical comments made by a group of 
people who were asked to give their im- 
pressions of Jim Skonzakas’ show car, the 
Golden Sahara. (Its engine is still 1954 
Lincoln but little else bears resemblance 
to its parentage.) Most of the people 
questioned hadn’t seen or read about the 
car before we showed them photos. 

Not all comments were favorable tho. 
Some people expressed the opinion that 
they “just don’t like that type of car.” One 
man said it was obviously built for “show 
and blow rather than utility.” Of the 
group interviewed, about half admired the 
car in general while the other half varied 
down the line toward outright dislike. 

Regardless of other considerations, al- 





most all people agreed that they thought 
the lines of the car were good, the smartly 
sloping door line in particular. But even 
among those people who were enthusiastic 
about the car there was general reluctance 
when the question was asked, “Would you 
want the Golden Sahara for the only 
car in your garage?” 

Half of the interviewees guessed wrong- 
ly that a Detroit manufacturer had built the 
car. This is an indirect tribute to the body- 
work by Barris and trim by Carson (both 
of Los Angeles). 

What does it cost to build a car like 
the Golden Sahara? That’s a tough ques- 
tion for people to answer, but estimates 
ranged from $2500 to $2,000,000. Most 
people felt that the car would not go as 
a production model altho some said they 
thought it acceptable as a luxury car. 


Rear fender (upper right) is gold-dyed aluminum with satin finish. Several people 
who had seen the car said, “too much gold.” Curved rear seat (lower right) is 
built around complete refrigeration unit. Some drivers thought they would like 
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the idea of having a snack bar; almost all wisely said they would ban alcohol 


GOLD 









































Close-up shows intricate, gold-plated front-end work. Most people interviewed said 
they liked the effective grouping of headlights, parking lights, and bumper 


Rear end of Golden Sahara is unusual but smooth. Convex Cockpit features rolled leather upholstery; includes tape re- 
portion houses spare tire; twist of license plate opens trunk corder, television receiver, telephone, and loudspeaker system 
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ly that a Detroit manufacturer had built the 
car. This is an indirect tribute to the body- 
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of Los Angeles). 

What does it cost to build a car like 
the Golden Sahara? That’s a tough ques- 
tion for people to answer, but estimates 
ranged from $2500 to $2,000,000. Most 
people felt that the car would not go as 
a production model altho some said they 
thought it acceptable as a luxury car. 
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who had seen the car said, “too much gold.” Curved rear seat (lower right) is 
built around complete refrigeration unit. Some drivers thought they would like 
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Close-up shows intricate, gold-plated front-end work. Most people interviewed said 
they liked the effective grouping of headlights, parking lights, and bumper 


Rear end of Golden Sahara is unusual but smooth. Convex Cockpit features rolled leather upholstery; includes tape re- 


portion houses spare tire; twist of license plate opens trunk corder, television receiver, telephone, and loudspeaker system 
MOTOR TREND/MAY 1955 41 











. 





WwW. L. POWLISON 


T WASN'T so long ago that “the family 
sedan” would have sounded stranger to 
motorists’ ears than “the family plastic- 
topped autoplane” does today. For the 
family sedan is a comparatively recent his- 
torical phenomenon, and is strictly a re- 
placement for the monumental but drafty 
pieces of machinery shown here. Above is 


a touring car from the era when they were 
everywhere —a Jordan Blue Boy, weigh- 
ing in at a solid but nimble ton-and-a- 
half and selling for around $2150 in 
1923. “The Rustless Car” went in for 
much aluminum and nickel-plated brass; 
exposed parts were rustproofed and paint- 
ed. Those tires were 32x 414 inches, and 





the wheelbase was 12414. A 60-horse- 
power Continental 6 won enthusiasts’ 
hearts, but what they did with their lug- 
gage is anyone’s guess; perhaps they put 
it in the tool box, which is nearly as large 
as the tonneau-mounted trunk. Those ver- 
tical bars at the rear, of course, have re- 
appeared on our most-wanted cars. 


THE TOURING CAR — chorus and swan song 


pa ae"? a 
* 


oh *.%> 


“alt , 
Sorta 


COURTESY S. P. BLAKE 
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BY 1938, with the world tottering on the edge of war, the last production touring car 
(1937 Ford) had come and gone; now only coachbuilders were doing their part to 
perpetuate the body style. Willoughby turned out this impressive Lincoln V-12, a rock 
with hairline striping and chrome accents. The windwings had become almost windows. 
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THOUGHT it might be interesting to 
explain briefly what goes on in the 
workings behind this monthly column. To 
begin with, no living person could answer 
the varied questions received each day. 

The morning mail often contains 100 let- 

ters with diversified problems ranging from 

Sem original colors used on the Studebaker 

President to steering geometry of the 

Duesenberg. Very often catalogs and other 

literature are not available to answer these 

my questions. Often it becomes necessary to 
write to helpful and cooperative enthu- 
siasts who may remember a particular part 
or mechanical procedure. One such is Bill 

Gibson, Librarian of the Veteran Motor 

Car Club of America, who has forwarded 

“ reference material on several occasions. 

is Conversation with other enthusiasts and 
participation in classic car outings are the 
most prolific sources of general informa- 
tion. Example: At a recent meeting of the 
Classic Car Club of Southern California, 
80 enthusiasts and 40 cars of every nature 
and description were present. Naturally, 
classics were the chief topic of conversa- 
tion. It’s funny how Duesenberg owners 
can answer problems pertaining to the 
Duesenberg, how Pierce-Arrow owners 
know the answers to Pierce-Arrow ques- 
tions and how the owners of each make 
are informed as to general history, specifi- 
cations, and overall knowledge about their 
respective cars. 

Now, a forthright letter on the subject 

nearest to our hearts: 

Far be it from me to add more woe 
to your already laden shoulders regard- 
ing the closed vs. open classic debate, 
but I must say that there has never been 
a word in your column in behalf of the 
sedan clan. Individualism being part of 
the classic car enthusiast’s character, I 
therefore feel entitled to file a dissent- 
ing opinion. To me, an open body does 
not, in itself, make a classic. There are 
open classics and there are closed clas- 
sics. The open classics are more popu- 
lar and therefore bring more money, 
but they're not necessarily more classic. 
In fact, I can think of numerous 4-door 
sedans of various makes that I regard as 
more outstanding in design than some 
of the popular open cars. You 
have made quite a point of a classic 
being practical. If you would stop 
thinking in terms of Southern Califor- 
nia for a moment, you'd realize that 
in this part of the world, nothing is 
more limited in use than an open car, 
especially jobs with side curtains. Most 
of them are retired for the winter, and 
in the summer the sun is too danged 
hot. I know of one fellow—one who 
wouldn’t go near a sedan—who has 
never had the top down in 14 years of 














Classic Comments 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


ownership. . . . I know I would rather 
own and drive a classic sedan than 
merely watch some fortunate one polish 
his tonneau windshield. 
Herbert P. Read 
Chicago 
P.S.: There ain’t no such animal as 
“ordinary Duesenberg”! 


And another controversial one: 


Re: Your remarks concerning Au- 
burn, Duesenberg, and Cord 4-door 
sedans in your cclumn for March. Grant- 
ed for the first 2, but the Cord? Oh no! 
You state that 
tion and affection, in short, they are 
different,” then go on to say that Cord 
sedans are not different. I have yet to 
park my 810 sedan without drawing a 
crowd, or drive it without stopping traf- 
fic. Please remember that when the Mu- 
seum of Modern Art chose a Cord for 
their “Automobile as Art” exhibit, they 
chose a sedan—with a trunk, yet—not a 
phaeton! Also, that the original Gordon 








“classics command atten- | 


Buehrig design was for the sedan, the | 


convertible and phaeton being designed 
from this car later. You feel that the 


stock Auburn and Duesenberg sedans | 
were not good looking. How many de- | 
rogatory remarks have you heard about | 


the Cord sedan styling? And remember 
that while the Auburn and Duesenberg 
sedans resembled very closely the other 
sedans of that period, the Cord sedan 
looked like nothing ever built before! 
I believe that we Cord sedan owners 
are entitled to an apology 
to a toning down of your (I believe) 
unjustified statements. 





Josh B. Malks 
Bronx, N.Y. 


Hmmmmm! I'm thinking it over. 


Here’s one you'll like: 


Thanks so very much for printing a 
list of those cars I located. I received 
phone calls, letters, telegrams, from 
practically every state in the Union. 
Since I wrote that letter to you I have 
located the following cars: 

1933 Studebaker, running, $100. 

1921 Cadillac, unrestored, $250. 

1917 Model T Ford, unrestored, $1300. 

1931 Packard sedan, sidemounts, $200. 

2 Whippet’ 4-door sedans, $100 each. 

1929 Reo 4-door sedan, running con- 

dition, $75. 

1931 Ford victoria, running, $200. 

1929 Buick coupe, running, $75. 
Richard J. Gronouski 
337 N. 9th Street 
Saginaw, Mich. 


You will all recall that Dick is our teen- 
aged classic enthusiast whose concern is 
to help others. (Continued on page 59) 
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Trimmer yea for Full Volume 
reception. Ne. $7. 35 


Compiete Do-It-Yourself Unit 
Easy Step by Step Installation Instructions 
Hood 








Car Is Locked 
Protect Your Power Steering Unit. Battery 


Heater, Etc Fully Guarantee 
$3.95 


No. 56—POSTPAID 
SIGNAL Conversion KIT 


Selt Geneetin 


BERMUDA 
CLANGING BELL 
It’s the New “Rage”! 


Eech 
Gives a most amusing and 








ge 
Highly polished. Fits ony car 
Stock 


age 4 falty — 
No. 49— POSTPAID 


$3.95 


46-52 Bui 














MADE OF 
STAINLESS STEEL. 
2% inches wide 


Does Not Interfere with Original POSTPAID ra 
Satety Catch when Properly Installed Custom Styled 
Prevents Hood from Being Opened When & Engineered 








Extra Protection 
and Extra Beauty! 
Of hi-lustre heavy- 
uty stainless 
steel. Quick and 
Easy to install 


ck 49-55 Nash 


53-55 Dodge 50-52 Olds. 














at 49-55 Ford 48-54 Packard 
NEW —— LAMP RIMS cay tk, Seeheaae Bead. fale 
tbodge eo 49-52 Lincoln 50-55 Studebaker 
ote: PLATED rims 49-55 Mercury 1953 Willys $10.60 
made like the original | Me. act year, make and model of 
State yec io. 73 POSTPAID ‘EA. <** when ordering. 
ke & r Ford 52-53 3.2 For Other Cars, State length Available 
— - Mercury 52-53 $3.22 || from 7415” to 90” 
CusCKERED FLAG EMBLEM Godpe 51. 2 $2.6 
HROME PLATED we en awe Seaeeedineiints 









_ CHROMED 
"3 HEADLIGHT GUARDS 


Richly chromed to beautify, pro- 
tect, streamlining the head- 
a 







ee 


Triple Chro Plated! No Hok 
~ ¥ rag Be eengflon foe over all seal-beam head 
hignts 


roitra” reir. $3.95 


FASTEST SERVICE 
area 










No. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 











WHITE SIDE- 
WALL DISCS 
NOT A PAINT! 
[An exclusive Perma 
dhesive Pro 
Can 






cars:— 

49-54 Chevrolet 

except Bei Air 

46-54 DeSoto 
“5 







47-52 Kav 





cess. Ford 







> 
eat ml wa) 


Ne. 96—For 1955 Ford. 
POSTPAID pair...... 







“Caddy” Style 
Headlite Rims 
© TRIPLE CHROME 

® VERY EASY.TO 

INSTALL 

@ NO HOLES TO DRILL 
Gives — that * py — 
— 


mode: ~ appearary 
29—fits ace. Fords, 1954 Ford. 


Stock No. 

1953 o 5 pga 1949-53 Cadillac, 1949- 
52 Pont 

For the above cars. POSTPAID. pr. $6.95 


Convert Black Tires to White Side Walls— | A\ metal. Prime Stock No. 95 _ Fits 1949-52 Buick 
finish with rub- adillac 5 jercury 

with Genuine 100°/, White Latex Rubber | Dir). Sing For 49-52 Chevrolet 49-54 Nash Per Pair 
these model 43-30 Chrysler 48 POSTPAID 


49- 39 Pivmouth } 


1-53 Henry J 
ser-F 46-53 Willys 


49:34 Dodge” 48-53 Packard $5.40 





a) minute by 














sen eee make & model $6.75 


. 59 
i ate omen $7.94 





For a few dol'ars, tires can now be glamorized | Stt. No Stk. Mo. 
with White Wall discs. Every black tire can 118 55 Chev 11.95 [tae 53-54 Ply. $8.57 
become a luxury accessory with very little ef- 119 55 Merc $8.501123 55 Ply. $8.95 





es complete with cement, roller 
and all other necessary accessories tor Simple 
and ey Installation. Once the tire it will 
not ped! off. Ne. — - POsTPAD $9.95 95 


fort oy corm 


Chrome Plated Flared Skirts 








Ladd Stock No 


COIL SPRING WEDGES 


of the 
NO WELDING, NO SOLDERING No Special 


to Cover 3 sq. ft. 


NEW FIBERGLASS 
CUSTOMIZING KITS 
ALSO FILLS IN SPOTS, HOLES 

AND RUSTS OUTS 
Has new Lhe pes oe material, tough 
plastics and res that reinforce 
and ‘om 


19—Kit and ae 
Post, 


. $3.78 








Compensate for this 
natural sag of front 
coil springs. Restores 





CUSTOM FIT 
CHROME PLATED 


og 


original front end po- CUSTOM FIT tor these cars: 
sition. Stock Chevrolet 53- 55 Each 
104 {fe M 2 ; a 
Easy installation between tits: — Mercury 92:54: 55. J $14.95 


coils with hammer as illus 


trated No. 105—Universal for these cars: 


46-50 Chrys 46-49 Frazer 





No mor 


« 
1 Suteki «ae 
46- ge 49-50 Olds. 76 
46,51 Pivmouth 88 Exc.4 Or. | $14.95 
Exc. Sub. 


No. 85— POSTPAID —Set of 4 $1.49 











right over regular mirror. 


Ne. 107 — POSTPAID eoch.. $1 95 






@ Blind Spots. Fits 


POSTFAIO 


- is easy to install with only minor altera- 
tions. in right and left sections with 


comes 
easy to follow instructions. 
$15.18 


No. 78— POSTPAID Each Pair. 





Automatic _Trenentiosion Liaht 





Easy to etal ‘Give stock No., car and year. 


touch te © Reduces S 


New all-rubber floor mat with the car name 


$3.05 
$2.54 















NEW-HOT BARGAINS from J. C. WHITNEY 





“Hollywood” WOLF WHISTLE 


sass ake Manifoid 


=a. tle! Gives the Wolf 
“as, Ate imitates a Barking 
Dog other Effects. 


Precision tult—e reli- 


adaptabi 
Autos, Trucks, Métorcycles, 
jtboard Motors. Simple to install — works 


off the intake manifold. 
N POSTPAID Each $3.42 
HIGHEST QU-ALITY 


E-Z HYDRAULIC POWER BRAKES 
ttort 








oe 
© Fast Stops Without 
* Needs Vo the Usuat 


” } ll wo ty = 
. Sete—Ne thing to 
jasy, Simple Installation 
Made to fit een cars :— 
1980: SS Ford, Mercury, Lincoin 
940-55 Chev., Olds., Pontiac, fol 


pelt es ares 
ven $13.95 












No. 25— POSTPAID 





















Hr Lo for perfect fit and easy 
Chrome finish and massive ap- 


tec... $19.60 


Ne. 79— POSTPAID 





cmomep custom CENTER BAR 
FIT 52-54 FORDS 





It gives your grille appearance of 

massive single bar. 

chrome plate. Easy toe gee lation, 
Give exect yeor 

Ne. $8—52-53—! Plece. 





EXHAUST EXTENSION 
for FORD 51-55 
& 1955 Chevrolet - 


Made of owl ry pr emma 
be ully 







duals on single exhaust 
system. 
No. 55-POSTPAID 


7.3 


State year, 
make & model 





This custom 


fectly with the original right ry jett "Sars. 
the one 
Highly polished heavy 


Nee 11019542 P $ 

ec = 2’ Pieces. 

POSTPAID 8.55 
“CADDY’’ OVAL BUMPER 


New “Jet-Flo” 
BUMPER GUARDS 
EXHAUST AND BUMPER GUARD 


~ US 


Complete bumper guards with adapter pipes 
included. rome INSTALLED, just remove old 
bumper gua replace with, JET-FLO’S. 
For Ford "49. thee ‘S54 For Chev. "49 thru 52 


segs he testa $14.95 


KNOCK OFF TYPE SPINNER 
Die Cast Bright ChromePlated 
Can be bolted on 
to most ariy hub, 
tap or full wheel 





disc. 

Gives car that 
Continental Look. 
Round part 334” 
diameter, overall 
length including 
Knock-off 734”, 
thickness 44”. 


we. 70— postpain set ot 4 $5.21 





Electri 
— 


For 36-53 Ford G Mercury. All G.M.C. 49-52 


pag bee Oldsmobile 
No. 
State year, make G model. Each. $6.56 





ELECTRIC ,DOOR KIT 





Push Button Electric Door Kit is a must for 

ustom Car Owner. Door handies are 
eliminated. Doors are electrically ope by 
the mere touch of a chr push butten 


strangers from entering the car. Easily in- 
stalled. Kits come complete with illustrated 
instructions. 

No. . Teens 


No. 71—POSTPAID 
6 VOLT eo. 





Specify Voitege 


Ge 1a ate DEPT.0-250 Abe ae: Vee cm oe 


44 MOTOR TREND/MAY 1955 


¢ TRUNK KIT 
This Electric Trunk 
lease Kit enables 


Ve the car by e 
touch of a button. 

~~ Easily installed 
tra Kits come com- 
plete with illus- 

trated instructions. 





a TAIL LIGHT FOR 52-54 FORD 
to install. No holes 
Chrome Plated Steel 

Ring. © Fits all model 

1952-54 Fords 
@ Legal eres eonreves 
by ail s 

The new look en ainsi 

Ford smeatnes a the 

fenders of both ‘the 52 nd 

54 Ford. Anyone can install 

in ten minutes. Customize 

the Ford at a very low cost. 
TRIPLE CHROME PLATED 
POSTPAID 1 


IN PRIME FINISH 


POSTPAID $6.85 


No. 93 Pair 
HOT ROD FENDERS 




























automobile tires. 
Univer: 

brackets adapt to 
it back- 


plates. Prime finish- 
ed— 








1PLASTIC ‘'SEAT- SAVERS 








@ Made of finest heavy gauge 
plastic — reinforced 
stitched seam: 

© Completely protects 

present covers— 

front, back and 
seat. 

@ ideal for shop men 
to protect uphol- 

3 stery 

7 vn oak = and ont in a jif 

fray or 

7 Completely washable, wi 


Mo. 82 POSTPAID 
USE ORDER BLANK 
he NEXT PAGE 


/—no elastic oF 
jt. 











out. 
jaterproof and 
Each seat. . 





on 




















“Ping” ch 


Custom ma 
1949-54 ca 
comfort in 


and steam o 
driving. Wil 
‘TO 


Body y 
Ne. 100— 1 


J.C 


1917 








SAE GY —Fast Service and 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


0 








NEW SEALED BEAM BUL 
CIVES 25% MORE LICHT 

Throws light beam 100 

ft. farther on n high 

beam. Fog cap in 

ht 










ied 
most, rea — as 
a Fog Li 





Note—Filament shield 





cially in rain or fog. 
porta interchangeable with present 
am lamps. Remove pet bulb a: 
. No alteration nec: 
6 Volt....Each $1.80 
12 Volt..Each 1.90 


replace - 
No. 63— POSTPAID 
No. 111-—POSTPAID 





100% waterproof heavy 3-piy rubber ary 
fabric ——, a expertly made. 

stitched and ri 
car, perfectly ‘Senitar to factory original ony 
to install. Free illustrated installation manual 
with each top. Most and up cars. Use 
— windows. Large window tops can be 
on tos, ali cars. For all popular cars 
O 


1941 te 

Style — — window. 
open view window. 
IMPORTANT. woes t ORDERING — Specify 












exact year, model or series, and passenger 
capacity. Choice of colors: Black or Tan. 
{Soecity which.) 
Style "a"... .posteain... $26.95 
Style Poste 29.95 








All Chrome Gear Shift Lever 


Vvbarsdueve seen sve $3 ° 4, 


58 7088 tse, 
4} \* FOR FORD AND MERCURY /!\ 


@ One piece 

@ Solid a hard usage 

@ Rich custom foo! 

@ Replaces po ae equipment without 
alteration 

@ Eliminate broken knobs—rattle-stripped 
threads 

Ne. 115—ford 40-53, Merc. 40-48 





No. 114—Ford 54-55 


POSTPAID. each $3.95 


= Highly Polished Aluminum 
CARBURETOR 





Easily Installed. Com- 







CHROME PLATED Aircroft type 
“3 FIRE’ SPARK PLUGS 
Outlasts Ordinary Plugs 3 to 1 
ideal for High Compression 
Engines. Custom engineered for 


each car. 

@ 3 Point Electrodes — “Lum- 
ox" Aircraft type insulators. 

@ HIGH SPEED PERFORMANCE 

@ Hotter Sparks—Cools Quicker, 





Sizes for all cars 
year, make and + 
ordering. Stock No. 
POSTPAID 


8% 


WIDE VIEW PANOSCOPIC 
REAR VIEW MIRROR 


"tach Plug.... 





SAFER 

DRIVING. Without 
turning his head or losing 
the road in front, the car 








ight of 


driver, by a quick glance in this Wide View 
ts a clear and unobstructed view ALL 
IND_ his U rear and on 
BOTH SIDES. The usual blind spots are elim- 
inated, thereby ee Kis — of sice 
and rear collisions. acclaimed 


by safety-minded traftic ‘outharitin in all sec 
tions of the country 
No. 94— POSTPAIO 


$6.95 


each 








TAIL LAMP TRIMLINERS 
for 52-54 FORD 


Smert From Any 
Angle — Custom 
Designed for the 
52-54 FORD 

Adds Beauty and 
Distinction, a 
quality accessory 
—Custom styled 
| of stainless steel 
Fits all 52-54 
Ford Models 
easily installed 


in a few minutes, no holes to drill 


POSTPAID 


pair. $3.23 


AUTO FABRIC SPRAY 
For a New Looking Car Interior 


No. 93 








powes yy: gasket cap, 
At highly efficient 
mixii chamber that 
actually mixes gas and 
air with volcanic force. 
Lowers the fuel-air 
temperature 50 to 60 
degrees, allowing the 
mixture to enter car- 
densa 


GREATE 


@ Eliminates “PING” 
Many owners report 

i a absence of 
Ping” due to uniform dispersion, even 


with low test fuel Fer All Cars. 
Give Exact Year, Model and Make of Car. 
Ne. ee POSTPAID tp Jota reewen . SEO § 


ie eter ese _rosreare $23.60 “DRESS-UP” 
Air Conditioned 
VENT KIT 
KEEPS STEAM OFF 
REAR WINDOWS. 
Kit includes Vents, 
hese end fittings. 
2 pms heat flow 
° ‘Cheors away 
windows r 
closed. 
No.108-Complete Kit. POSTPAID 


Chrome logge Air Conditioned Vents only 
“look” air conditioned. $4 29 
e 


Makes ¢ 
No. 109—PAIR. POSTPAID 
ADJUSTABLE DOOR VISORS 








Custom Fit, Stainiess Stee! 





@ SUPER a miRROR FINISH 
Guaranteed Rust Proof 
ADD BEAUTY "S02 ANY CAR 
installed 2 — i 





3 Sizes te fit all C 

MORE DRIVING COMFORT 
@ Increase Visibility for Safer Driving 
Custom made fit for front or rear doors of all 
1949-54 cars. Door Visors give greater driving 
comfort in all kinds of weather keep out 
sun, rain, snow and sleet pr vere ventila- 
tion im driving rain or snow event tog 
and steam on windshield and windows for safer 
driving. Will not fit hard tops or convertibles. 
Speci " ak 


< 








Ne, 100— POSTPAID.. 


Brightens and Freshens Faded and Soiled 
Fabrics—Gives That Smart “NEW LOOK” 
12 ounce pressurized cans for use on headliner 


door paneling and floor covering ie job 
can be done in so little time it will amaze you 

not rub off or fade. It penetrates 
rmanent finish. Does 
ake fabrics stiff 


Cleaner 
Choice of all Popular Colors. State Ist & 


2nd choice. 

oan eee oe ag »...$2.95 
FIBRE GLASS PACKED 
RACKET 

BUSTER 
Chrome Plated 
EXHAUST 
EXTENSION 


Ideal for cars that have mufflers that are too 
loud, or too noisy. Also meiiows loud duals. 
Eliminates 50% of all present exhaust noises. 
Scientifically tested and proven to work in all 
installations. 3” Diam., 10” Length. Eliminates 
Offensive Rackets. Packed with Fibreglas. 

1%” to 2” sizes. Cive size, year, make & 


0 
No a7 POSTPAID toch... $3.74 
Quick Change HELPER SPRINGS 


iM Ca 

Don't let heavy loads 

break the springs on your 

cor or truck. 

@ Extra buoyancy. Spring 
action increases with the 
load. Extra "pasta 

@ Extte sa 

@ 1500 is’ ‘Exira Capacity. 











ce on they can be in- 
stalled or removed in a 
jiffy. For a quic ‘hange 


brackets 100% 
Complete with 





41- 











37-55 


Chev. 
49-55 
36- 





§ “55 
Chry. 39-55 = Linc’n~49-5, 
Specity Yeer, Make and Model = po 
No, 84— POSTPAID Per Set $14. 95 













J.C WHITNEY & CO | Dept. 0-25 


1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 





16, Il. use Hanoy orver BLANK ¥ 











¢ more of the back 


Hydraulic 


Lifter 
CONVERSION KITS 
Cer Gouge, 





coetecom ce 
& CURES TROUBLES 
Eliminate Hydraulic Lifter Troubles. 
@ INCREASE GAS eg ee G POWER 
NO MORE VALVE haw NG. 
@ WILL RUN LIKE 


and sticking or your money b. 
BUICK with Dynafiow, Straight’ .. 


. 102—POSTPAID. . (Set of 16) $9. 50 


No 
CHEVROLET with Power Glide No. 235 6 Cyl. 
(Set of 12) No 103—POSTPAID. $8. 








Can be used on 
Warner Overdrive. 


Shifting. Easy to install 
car. th Borg 


Complete with all Parts & Instructions 


No. 53—POSTPAID 





Guaranteed to comer hydraulic lifter noise 


NEW! FOOT-OPERATED 
OVERDRIVE SELECTOR 


o Need to Take 





$5.40 








Menor meter PISTON SEAL 


Motor Piston Action 
Cylinders 


Prevents bb ‘des 

Restores compression for worn 

motor cylinders and maintains 
compression for new cylinder: 

i@ Most effective gas and oil 


ee 


‘longing life of mo! 
Simply Press Tube ube Contents Into te oar og 
les—That's All! One tube 


cylinder car. 
No. 80—POSTPAID 


$2.45 








New 1955 Model 
OCTA GANE “50” 
w. or 


ATER Stock 
ALCOHOL No. 41 
INJECTOR $27.50) 

for All Cars POSTPAID 


Regular Gesoline Plus Water or Alcohol or a 
mixture of both Equals Smoother Engine Per- 
formance and Faster Acceleration, more Horse- 
power, More Miles per Gallon. Complete Kit 
with: @ Corrosion-proof supply tani 

@ All bronze fog type exhaust operated pres 

sure injector 
e cd ae copper tubing, and instruction 
Specify make, year and model 





DUAL POINT PLATES 

HIGHER TOP SPEED 
A Double-thrust Seif mane ng 
Bearing Distributor Plate 
sembly. Quicker shactiog 
More power. Better perform 
ance. Greater coil saturation. 
Smoother acceleration (at all 

weeds). Greater gas ealeoge 


Longer spark plug life. ( 

te. spark assures Sunglass 
combustor cify make and model 
Stock No. id= Dapereutn DeSoto, Dodge 
Chrysler eet a2 95 
Stock No. 49-53 Ford V8 G Mer 33 


‘ 
same esos" te 









Ford-Merc Montclair DRESS UP 
TUTONE 
TRIM KITS 


For 49-SS Fords and 
52-55 Mercury 













es Montclair Look for all models. 
ry = follow directions. 


Mokes perfect separation for contrasting 
color tone. Stainless steel for lasting beout 
State yeor, moke ond model $7. 50 
No. 112—POSTPAID, ecoch... ae UG 





FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR 


— Preven.s Fiocang. 
Stalling and Vapor 


{ Lock 
* For any e or 


mak 
car. This regu 


\\ 


— pulsations and 


Stock No. 28 POSTPAID $4.95 


HIGH COMPRESSION HEAD GASKETS 
EXTRA-THIN .020” SOLID COPPER 











These copper gaskets are-onty .020" thick 

it is the same as mill in heads .040" to 

050", and “hops up” the motor to give 
m 


m. 
State exact year make an 
ing. (If car is V3 type two gaskets are fur- 


nished at no extra charge.) 
$4.95 






Stock No. 21- POSTPAID 











For ALL V8 ENGINES! All sets include: — 

2 HOLLYWOOD Type MUFFLERS 

1 Dual Side Head Pipe. 1 Set of Clamps. 
H! oe Side Toil Pipe. Easy to follow instruc- 


buat" installation eliminates 75% or 
pressure in existing stand- 
d equipment cars. Tests prove that these 
INCREASE HORSEPOW! as much. as 
You get smoother—increased perform 
ance and better idling. All sets Custom Buiit 
for perfect fit. Easy to install 


flow 























Stock No. 87—For the tollowing Cars: 
Year Car G Model per set 
53-55 BUICK $32. 
50-51 CADILLAC, except Convert 7. 
195: HEVROLET, except Convert 4. 
51-53 CHRYSLER, except Convert 7. 
52-54 DESOTO, except Convert 7. 
35-53 FORD V8, all models 9. 
54-55 FORD V8, all models 2. 
49-51 LINCOLN 4. 
52-54 LINCOLN 9. 
39-53 Mey 9. 
54-55 MERCU! 4. 
49-53 OUOSMOBILE 4. 
54-55 6. 
4. 
4. 
4. 
7.9 
body 
‘ower 
Auto- 


Pp 
matic Transmission. 


} Year Car G Model per set 
53-55 CK $69.50 
50-51 CADILLAC - 61 
1955 CHEVROLET ree 

-! DCE, ept Convert 64.31 
a5 53 FORD ve. % MERCURY 35.95 
totes - G MERCURY 38.75 

59.30 

52-54 LINCOLN 00 
OLDSMOBILE 53.40 

EE xcsdovenasdeeseed 64.30 
51-52 STUDEBAKER 59.90 
61.00 






EXHAUST HEADER 
DUAL MUFFLER SETS 


These sets are the most efficient and finest 
made—so designed 3 and constructed to:- 

© Increase Hors: o 
ELIMINATE BACK 
Giv he 







juge 
igned with smoother curves for easy 
flow of exhaus' 
* Ground Flanges tor potest alignment 
and leakproof installat 
You can install this set in in toss time because 
it is made with special longated holes for 
easy adjustment. Check our low prices 
rder Now 
ALL HEADER & DUAL MUFFLER SETS HAVE 
2 HOLLYW Type MUFFLERS 
* Pair Header: 
® Dual Side Tail Pipe 
® Easy-to-toliow instructions 
Steck No. 88—For the following Cars:—- 


» Clamp Set 
® Pair Extensions 





e, year, model, body 
one & stote if you have 
‘ower Steering, S' 1d or Aut 


= 54 STUDEBAKER COUPES 
sure to giv 








DEEP TONE 
Fiber 


Gloss 





~<a 
———— 


MUFFLERS 
Increases horse; r, increases gas mileage, 
straight-thru construction, no back pressure, 


10 high 
non-offensive tones 


pitch irritating noises, deep powerful 
Specify make and model 


$4.95 


car 
Stock No. 37—POSTPAID 


Exhaust tone is 
trolled from tre 
da: used as 


in restricted areas. 
to 





ay 
Operate two differ 
ent toned mu tflers. 


Well constructed of 
heavy plate steel. Strengthens the exhaust pipe 


Ne. 66—POSTPAID 


Eoch je" 








CHROME PLATED 
NEW 1955 MODEL 






ADVANCE 
MODEL SUN 
VISOR FOR 
52-55 CARS 





With BUILT-IN LOOK 








t 


Withou' 
Sun Visor '0ok 


Mode for the following « 
54-55 bythe, Special 52-5. 54 4 MERCURY 
53-: ~ cHevRoler 53-55 PLYMOUTH 
52-5: 53-54 PONTIAC 
No. ss ees exact yeor, moke & model 
wien omens: Our tow price, $9.15 





WHITNEY! 


CATALOG 
ORDER NOW! 


yo } page < catalog; packed with over 

automotive, truck, ta: 
not rod pery tie Dp car owner... is yours FREE 
with any order for items selected from this ad- 
vertisement. you just want the catalog, send 
only 25¢ to cover part of handling and mailing 
cost (refunded jour first order). 





ply 








USE COUPON BELOW 


RRR NE OLR SA TT aE ES 
USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM — MAIL TODAY! 





J. C. WHITNEY & CO. Dept. 


Quantity | ‘Stock No. 


0-25 


1917-19 Archer Ave. Chicago 16, lil. oer pataees eg pee 


‘Description 











Price 























1 Enclos: 


on items not marked POSTPAID. 


e $C éto cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.D.) 
(NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping charges 
If C.0.D. order, enclose at least 25% "deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges 

















upon delivery.) 
Name 
STATE — My car isa. Year, Model. No. of Cyl. 
= 
Address - 
© Catalog sent Free with your @ 
order. Check here if you want @ 
City Zone. State Catalog only — Send 25¢. 2s 
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45 











IT WITH A 


— 


DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEM 


GET NEW- 
CAR POWER 
FROM YOUR 


To improve engine performance, new-car manufac- | 











turers are installing duals as standard equipment on | 


today’s top automobiles. Your present car can have 
this stepped-up power with a Safgard Dual Exhaust 
System. Safgard Duals speed up acceleration. . . in- 
crease horsepower and gas economy up to 20%. 
They make your engine last longer, operate smoother. 
Install a Safgard Dual Exhaust System today. 


POWER-PACKED DUALS AND HEADERS 


DUAL SYSTEM DUAL HEADER SYSTEM 














Se ns eee = 
onicinas te i me. oe” ’ 
EXHAUST PIPE NGINAL meaben Two sascaen OMIGINAL 

ENSIONS murrlees Tale 196 

Ouar sie = wosarcano «(SUA SHOE exnaust vat sive 
MEAD Fire MUFFLERS MEADERS 3 re 
ne a ee ual —>——— 

For all V-8 cars and 6 cyl. Chevrolets 

Make Dual Dual Header 
Automobile System System 

Buick v-8 1953-55 

Cadillac v-8 1950-51 1950-51 

Chevrolet 6 1941-55 

Chevrolet v-8 1955 

Chrysler v8 1951-55 

De Soto v-8 1952-55 

Dodge v8 1953-55 

Ford v-8 1935-55 1937-55 

Hudson v-8 1955 

Lincoln v-8 1949-54 1949-54 

Mercury v-8 1939-55 1939-55 

Nash v8 1955 

Oldsmobile v8 1949-55 1949-55 

Packard v-8 1955 

Plymouth v-8 1955 

Pontiac v-8 1955 

Studebaker v-8 1951-55 1951-52 






























FACTORY DUPLICATE 
REAR OUTLET 

MANIFOLDS for Ford 
and Mercury 


For all model Fords 
1952-55 and Mer- 
curys 1952-54 ex- 
cept Station Wagon. 


FIBERGLASS PACKED 
MUFFLERS 





ive retail stores. 


FREE Descriptive 


Folder 








ad Muffler Division 


Subsidiary of 
GRAND AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 


Ruby and Armitage Streets, Melrose Park, Il!. 
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do it yourself 


By Al Kidd 


Photos by Joe Moore 


N SPRING a young man’s fancy turns 
to the appearance of his automobile. 
And unless your car is spanking new it 
probably needs more than a wash and 
some polishing. Winter months play havoc 
with automobile finishes but don’t be too 
dismayed—you can help matters a lot right 
in your own backyard. 

Turn your attention first to the under- 
side of the car, especially if you live in 
the snow belt where salt is used on the 
streets in winter. Blast away with a garden 
hose at full pressure and be sure to get 
water in all seams and joints where salt 
may have collected. Better still, have the 
underside steam-cleaned and undercoated. 

Cleaning chrome fittings may or may not 
be a difficult proposition depending on the 
condition and original quality of the 
chrome. You must size up your problem 
and work it out by degrees. If rust or pit- 
ting is not too serious, it’s best to start with 
rubbing compound or a good commercial 
chrome cleaner. If a mild abrasive won't 
do the job, try steel wool. Use it with soap 
and water or dry with rubbing compound. 
For the very worst rust, fairly coarse sand- 
paper is just about the only alternative. 
This will, indeed, scratch the chrome but 
it becomes a matter of which you like 
least, the rust or the scratches. 

Nicks and small scratches in the paint 
are always worrisome. The smallest nick 
will invite moisture under the paint and 
then real trouble may set in, so don’t over- 
look even the smallest of spots. On these 
blemishes a brush may be used (there are 
camel’s hair brushes on the market in- 
tended for just this purpose ). Some sand- 
ing may be necessary. Use 320-grit sand- 
paper (wet or dry) and rub very gently. 

If at all possible, avoid sanding down 
to the bare metal. But whether or not you 
go to the metal, it is very important to 
wipe the area clean after sanding. Use a 
non-oil-base solvent or metal conditioner 
to remove grease and wax and don’t touch 
the spot with finger or cloth after it has 
been so cleaned. 

If the bare metal is showing, brush on 
a primer first (pyroxylin primers are good 
and dry in about 20 minutes). When ap- 
plying the paint use very light strokes and 
blend it carefully with the good paint sur- 
rounding the area. Go over the surface 
with rubbing compound when it’s thor- 







This bumper is in fairly bad shape, but 
the combination of steel wool, rubbing 
compound and elbow grease may revive it 


Nicked paint around fenders is a com- 
mon ailment. If done carefully, these 
can be lightly sanded and brush painted 





On badly scraped portions, sanding to 
bare metal may be necessary. Use sand- 
ing block and putty to fill indentation 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


Your Oil Filter Can Remove All This— 
While Your Engine Grinds to Pieces! 


By Fred Harris 


Look at the sludge ordinary oil filter car- 
tridges take out of your engine between filter 
changes. It’s a good thing this gunk doesn’t 
get in... but your engine may still be wear- 
ing out because of inefficient filtration! 

What would happen if the screens on 
your home had a mesh pattern as open as a 
checkerboard ? They’d keep the June bugs out 
... but... the gnats would drive you 
crazy! Well, that’s what can happen with an 
ordinary oil filter cartridge. Before it loads 
up it does hold back the big “lumps” of 
tars and sludge. But the little fellows are 
still getting through. 


HIDDEN GRINDING DOES THE DAMAGE 

Look inside the power plant of your new 
car and you'll find its components mirror- 
bright. But, drive it ten, twenty, or thirty 
thousand miles and it’s a different story! 
The satin-smoothness of lapped steel has 
given way to jagged pits and worn edges. 
Your engine gulps oil like a thirsty Diesel 
. .. has the pep of a pooped turtle. What 
happened? You drove sensibly . . . you 
changed oil and filter packs regularly. 

Here’s your answer: Tiny abrasives which 
your filter didn’t remove have ground away 
at precision tolerances. Crankcase acids— 
caused by moisture your filter didn’t strip 
out—dangerously etched and pitted the 
wearing surfaces. In short, your filter per- 
mitted entry of microscopic abrasives and 
moisture which cause 90% of engine wear! 


200,000 MILES WITHOUT AN OVERHAUL! 

Scientists have long known that if a filter 
could be developed that screened out the 
minute abrasives ordinary filters can’t touch, 
a car engine could last 200,000 miles before 
needing an overhaul. Recently, such a ‘“‘mir- 
acle” filter was invented! This amazing new 


filter element consists of tiny, fused-to- 
gether bronze spheres. Being all metal, it 
can’t absorb detergents, and is the only 
known automotive oil filter capable of 
screening out incredibly small particles. 

Also, unlike conventional filter packs, it 
can’t “load up” or channel dirty oil into 
your engine; and, this ‘“‘miracle” all metal 
filter lasts forever . . . needs only an occa- 
sional rinse in gasoline to make it good as 
new. It will keep your oil as free of abra- 
sives and as rich in detergents, as if you 
changed it every 100 miles! 


WHAT IS DETROIT’S VIEWPOINT? 

At this point you’re probably asking, “If 
the new bronze filters are so good, why 
aren’t they factory-installed on new cars?” 
According to many people “in the know,” 
Detroit is seriously interested in the new 
bronze-type filter. However, in view of the 
impact universal adoption would have on 
the “giants” in the filter industry, it’s not 
likely to happen for some time. 

FAST-GROWING INDUSTRY... 

Recently, so many different bronze filters 
have been introduced that there’s a big dif- 
ference between the various metal filters. 
Because our company was the originator of 
all “Lifetime” Porous Bronze Oil Filter 
Elements, we suggest that you check the 
following points: 

1. CAN IT BE TRANSFERRED TO YOUR 
NEXT CAR? 

There are more than 30 different type 
filter housings in the various-make cars. 
What good is a “Lifetime” filter if you can 
only use it in your present car? Get a bronze 
filter you can transfer to your mext, and next 
car! 

2. DOES IT HAVE A DOUBLE “ACID 
BARRIER”? 





All bronze filters strip out most mois- 
ture. Make sure the filter you buy also has a 
“free-magnesium” barrier to neutralize re- 
maining acids. 

3. HOW ABOUT FILTERING AREA? 

The greater the filtering capacity, the 
greater the filtering efficiency! Only one 
bronze filter averages up to 45% more fil- 
tering area! 

4. HOW DOES STRUCTURAL 
STRENGTH COMPARE? 

Bronze filters (of different make) differ 
considerably in wall strength. The IM- 
PROVED-LIFETIME Filter (based on ex- 
haustive findings of an Independent Testing 
Laboratory), is 93% stronger than some 
designs. 

5. ARE PRICES CORRECTLY STATED? 

If your car has a “Full Flow” oil system 
you need a larger area bronze filter. Don’t 
be “sold” into paying the low $6.95 price— 
then /ater discover that an “extra charge” 
is required for the larger size you should 
have. 

Keep these questions in mind, then read 
all the bronze filter advertisements (in- 
cluding the one below). Do this, and you'll 
find that the new cylindrical IMPROViD- 
LIFETIME is the only Bronze Filter Ele- 
ment that provides the right answers to all 
these important questions. Full details on 
the 30 Day Trial Offer appear in the ad 
below. 





UGE oe 


roy Ts $9 oo 


Balance C.0.D. 


Trade Mark 


Not Just Claims...But Honest Facts: 





With Order 























1. First Cost — final cost. No more “Packs” to buy. ; 
2. Transfer to next car with same type oil system. “By-p boned Bag oo ies » 
3. Removes all grit; can’t soak up detergents. “FULL-FLOW’: For Buick V8. 
4, Complete with Acid Neutralizer added. Ce EEE MILLIONS OF FUSED BRONZE 
5. Greatest wall strength; most filtering area. er eerertee SPHERES . . . filter out 
6. No “tricky” gasket seals. (Factory sealed.) Chevalag. ores . shresive, perticies 3 omell 
7. 5 minutes to install; Right way is only way. a itaraaihia ee onths oF an inch: 
-. 8. Occasional kerosene rinse cleans like new. cars with no filter case. MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
9. Prices clearly stated for each make of car. == — a ee ee ae oe oe 
ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. C0., Dept. 307 | 


10. Originators of Lifetime’ Brand Oil Filters. 
11. All models available for immediate delivery. 
12. Double your money back guarantee. 


5801 E. Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 

(CO | enclose $2. Will pay balance plus small C.0.D. charge | 
on delivery. 

C | enclose $___ 





in full payment. Ship | 









prepaid. 
(0) RUSH “By-Pass” Filter Element at $6.95 
() RUSH “‘Full-Flow” Large Element at $11.95 
(] RUSH Complete Filter (Incl. Case) at $12.95 
| understand that if | am not completely satisfied | may 
return for full refund within 30 days. 


SSARAASSSALECL ASE: \ ' 

30 DAY FREE TRIAL! DOUBLE YOUR _ sp - 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! flow you ¢an fi 

Try, Test IMPROVED - LIFETIME 30 ces wrt ieak 

days! If not 100% satisfied, return 2 sizes for all cars 





































for full refund. This amazing filter h i 
is guaranteed for 10 years... . far and peg GM. iia CAR YEAR MAKE MODEL 
stronger than other designs or 30). Write or f NAME 
DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK! wire today! Pats.: ADDRESS a 
Pending] “Il ee 
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Gale Hall 
Engineering's 
Famous 
Professional Gauges at 


FANTASTIC SAVINGS ! 
TERRIFIC BARGAINS! 
SENSATIONAL VALUES! 
on 7 PAY FREE TRIAL! 


Send no money . . . pay postman nothing! Just 
order the professional-quality automotive instru- 
ments you want on the coupon below — we'll 
rush them to you so that you can try them 
before you buy them! After seven full days, you 
simply send payment at these low, low prices 
or return the instruments you don’t want to us! 
No aor attached! Every gauge is brand-new 
. fully guaranteed! 

JETMATIC COMPRESSION TESTER! (A P 
Ultra-sensitive movement, 0-300 Ib. 

pressure, stub-type handle, built-in “ af 
release, 4-color dial. 334” diameter! 


Utility model, formerly $7.50 OUR PRICE 
@... JETMATIC COMPRESSION TESTER — 









“VEST X “ENGINE “TESTER! | Soaseeeed 
air (from any gas station air pump) 
does the work. Complete cylinder 
analysis at a glance! Valves, rings, 
gaskets, etc.! 4” diameter. 
Utility model, formerly $8.75 OUR PRICE $3.48 
on. ENGINE TESTER — Heavy-Duty model, 
formerly $10.75 OUR PRICE $4. 48 


TESTMASTER COMPRESSION TESTER! 
Full-size non-corrosive movement, 
built -"in release, direct - reading 
4-color dial, 414%” diameter 

Advertised at $10.750UR PRICE $4.98 


“MOTO-CHEK VACUUM GAUGE! Pre- 
cision movement, 0-30” scale, 
full color direct-reading dial, 
heavy-duty case. Advertised at 


$12.50 OUR PRICE $4. 98 












COMBINED HY-POWER 
ENGINE | FLUSHING TOOL! 
ANALYSIS ' Cleans cooling 
VACUUM ! system with 
GAUGE | reverse - flush 
AND FUEL ' action! Ejec- 
PUMP TESTER! ! tor-type air 
High-quality dual-pur- ! line. . , bal- 
pose instrument! Full-size § ances air and water! 
movement — direct-read- t Fits any radiator hose 
ing dial! A terrific value! : — complete fittings in- 
Advertised at $11.70 i cluded! Was $6.75 
OUR PRICE $4.98 5} __ OUR PRICE ct $2.9 98 


FAMOUS | GALE K HALL ‘MILE- 0- METERS! 
Shows miles-per-gallon as you drive 
— tells engine condition at a 
glance — warns when adjustments 
are needed! Fits all cars! Mounts 4 
on desk — no holes to drill! Every- 
thing included! Iliuminated for 
night driving! 
STANDARD — Advertised at $9.954 
OUR PRICE $4.98 
© MILE-O-METER DELUXE — Advertised at 
$14.5 95 


OUR PRICE $7.95 


“WOTE — ALL PRICES PLUS 40c POSTAGE reg 
AND HANDLING FOR EACH ITEM 


SUPPLY LIMITED! ORDER NOW! 


YES! Send me all the instruments whose 
* numbers I've circled below — after 
7 full days, I'll send payment or 
return the items | don’t want! No 
strings attached! 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 & 8 10 


= 

- 

a 

= 

= 

2 

. 

+ 
SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here if & 
you're enclosing payment, and . 
, WE'LL PAY ALL POSTAGE AND * 
| HANDLING CHARGES! Your money _ 
| refunded by return mail if you're « 
(not completely satisfied! ~ 
° 

= 

. 

com 

7 

~ 

- 

~ 

+ 

- 

s 















Name 





Address 





C) 


City State 








NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 


Pillateacnsseceeccscubeteaiin 
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Continued from page 46 


Do It Yourself 


oughly dry. The same technique applies 
with either lacquer or enamel. Retailers 
dealing in automotive paints (Rinshed- 
Mason is a good one) will be glad to mix 
paint in small quantities to match the color 
of your car. 

Preparation and cleanliness are the 
watchwords in painting larger areas. A 
spray gun will be necessary for a good job 
(many paint stores rent them at reasonable 
rates). Once again, if you can avoid sand- 
ing to the bare metal, so much the better. 
In any case, sand carefully, feathering the 
edges around the sanded portion. As with 
small nicks, clean the area after sanding 
with solvent or metal conditioner and 
don’t touch it afterward. If you have bare 
metal, spray it with a combination primer- 
surfacer (sold ready mixed). When this 
coat is dry, wet-sand it very lightly and 


clean the area once again before painting. 

Lacquer should be sprayed in thin coats, 
allowing the thinner to escape from each 
coat before applying the next. Just the op- 
posite is true with enamel: don’t let one 
coat skin over before applying another. In 
either case, don’t apply thick coats. Your 
final job, including primer, shouldn't be 
any thicker than the cover of MT. Allow 
the paint to dry for about 4 hours before 
you smooth it with rubbing compound. 

Large dents and rusted-out portions of 
the body are best handled by a body shop. 
You can fill in very small rusted spots or 
indentations with body putty. Putty can be 
sanded and sprayed as outlined above. Be 
careful with rust tho. Check to see how far 
the rust has spread and whether or not it 
is coming from the inside out. In severe 
cases you'll have to replace panels so af- 
fected. Painting over rust is a bad practice 
and at very best the paint will last only a 
short time. 








SURREY 


With no Fringe 
on Top 


New HRG Makes Debut 





Advance information on the newest 
sports car from Britain came to us from 
Jack Wherry of Maquoketa, lowa, dis- 
tributor of HRGs in this country: Its en- 
gine is based on a Singer 1497 cc power- 
plant. It’ll have con rods in special steel, 
a Singer gearbox with close ratio gears, 
a Salisbury bevel unit rear end with 





articulated half-shafts to each wheel. 
Palmer disc brakes (hydraulically oper- 
ated ), left- or right-hand drive with Bur- 
man_ recirculating ball-type_ steering. 
magnesium alloy wheels. Delivery price? 
About $4000 at port of entry. Why 
“Surrey”? Well, that’s where it’s made, 
and it fits the dictionary’s definition! 











tl 








Smartest of the sn art cars 








CHOOSE FROM 55 COLOR COMBINATIONS, 
Here’s a Firedome four-door sedan with Dolphin 
Blue body and Avon Blue top and color sweep. 





This year the famous De Soto Firedome—entirely 
restyled and more powerful than ever — comes to 
you at a new lower price. This forward-looking, 
road-hugging beauty has a smartness that wins 
admiring glances everywhere. It’s so low you can 
look right over the roof! And note the New 
Horizon wrap-around windshield that is swept 
back to give you 20 per cent more glass area. 

Both Firedome and Fireflite models have mighty 
V-8 engines to give you the thrilling performance 
De Soto appearance promises. See — and drive — 
these “smartest of the smart cars” at your De Soto 
dealer before you buy any car! De Soto Division, 
Chrysler Corporation. 


Winner of 1955 NASCAR “Flying Mile” 
t e at Daytona Beach 
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Driving around with Walt Woron 


Name your need and pick 
your car: Eldorado, 
Chevy, and Prefect have 


all the answers 


Photos by Bob D’Olivo 


Overhang is huge. Excellent weight distribution helps make Eldorado very roadable 
N PRINT IT MAY APPEAR a bit 


incongruous tc have a driving impres- 
sion of the hottest Cadillac (the Eldo- 
rado) before we've even published our 
complete road test of the stock Cadillac, 
but it’s been mostly a matter of doing 
what we can first. And it takes a lot less 
time to drive a car for a few impressions 
than it does to road test one. For that 
reason, here we go... 

If the stock 62 sedan that we’re now 
testing stacks up at all close to the Eldo- 
rado furnished to me by Jim Dawson 
(General Manager of Clarence Dixon Cad- 
illac, Hollywood, Calif.), it might well 
turn out to be the “hottest-performing 
car” of 1955, as it was in 1954. The 2 cars 
that will give it the biggest run for its 
money (as of right now) are the Buick 
Century (road tested in April MT) and 
the Olds Super 88 (in this issue). 

Hottest or not, the Eldorado knocks 
off .7 second from the ‘54 Cadillac’s 0 
to 60 mph time, the same amount off the 


aS \. 


Jim Dawson of Dixon Cadillac agency, Hollywood (at right), Strength, smart appearance, and light weight of new cast alu- 
assists MT Editor Walt Woron in positioning Fiberglas boot minum wheels on Eldorado make them a top engineering feat 
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\4-mile time, and a full 2 seconds off the 
passing speed range of 50 to 80, posting 
times of 10.6, 17.7, and 10.7, respective- 
ly. And that isn’t exactly waiting around 
to see if the tires are going to cement 
themselves to the pavement. 

As you probably know, the Eldorado 
has the same wheelbase as the 62 sedan, 
but being a convertible has an additional 
X-member in the frame (for more rigidi- 
ty). The suspension setup is the same, 
but for some reason the Eldorado feels 
better than the stock 62 sedan when driv- 
en hard. It may be because of the added 
overhang (7 inches longer overall), the 


FORD PREFECT 





S YOU'LL KNOW if you read MT 


anywhere near consistently, we're 


pretty sold on small cars as a convenient 


CHEVROLET POWERPACK 


HAT MAKES THE CHEVY GO? 

The V8 engine in stock form (162 
hp) is one thing, but stuff a 4-barrel car- 
buretor on that same engine and fit it up 
with a pair of dual exhausts, and you've 
got a real bearcat. 

A few weeks ago, Fritz Bruder, General 
Manager of Lew Williams Chevrolet 
(Hollywood, Calif.) loaned me his per- 
sonal Bel Air. Outside of the factory-in- 
stalled power equipment, it was stock. It 
didn’t take long to convince me, though, 
that “stock” no longer means what it 
used to a little way back. 

Back in January (when we published 
the Chevy road test results) we said the 
stock job could outdig every ‘54 car but a 
Cadillac and Buick Century. Now that 
I've been able to check out the 180-hp 
version with a Sth wheel, I can give this 
warning to 54 Century owners: Don’t 
tangle with a powerpack Chevy from a 
stop signal. With Powerglide he'll whip 
you, and with overdrive will really embar- 
fass you. 

Compare these times (with 5th wheel) : 


additional weight (over 400 pounds 
more), the lower center of gravity, the 
additional horsepower (20 over stcck), 
or a combination of all 4. In any event, 
it’s definitely as roadable as the best of the 
55 crop of cars. 

I proved this to myself when I surpris- 
ingly (and enjoyably) stayed ahead of 
several sports cars in the mountains. It 
drifts thru corners when pushed hard, 
otherwise it stays on its own side of the 
road with no trouble. As you can tell 
from the photo on page 50, I forced it 
thru a corner fast enough to make the 
front tire roll under, throwing more 


mode of transportation—especially in 
large cities. They're maneuverable, easy to 
park, generally economical, and get you 
around fairly fast as well as safely (if you 
learn to expect the other guy to always 
do the wrong thing). 

A couple of months ago (our March 
issue) I wrote about the new Ford Anglia 
in some detail. Later on I had the oppor- 
tunity to drive a 4-door version of the 
same car: the Prefect. In the Prefect ( fur- 
nished to me by Mark Howard, Regional 
Representative of Ford Foreign Products 
Branch) I found the same advantages that 
the Anglia had: an uncanny ability to 
make time thru traffic, very good vision 
(except when you’re surrounded by “nor- 
mal-sized” cars), a fairly good cruising 
speed (around 50-60 mph), quick and 
easy steering (11.5 to 1 ratio), and a fair- 
ly soft (but somewhat choppy) ride. 

As with the Anglia, the Prefect’s forte 
is fuel economy. It delivered a phenome- 
nal 24.6 mph on a weekend trip through 


Speedor Stock 182-Hp 54 54 
Distance Chevy Chevy Cad _ Buick 
0-60 123 11.4 ri 12.1 
\4-Mile 19.0 18.4 18.4 17.9 
30-50 4.4 4.2 5.7 pe 
50-80 3.3 12.9 12.7 13.6 


Pretty fantastic, I'd say! 

The 0 to 60 time was made using LOW 
range only; using DRIVE gave me a time 
of 12.8. In the %4-mile I stayed in Low 








weight on the tront end, making the rear 
end break loose. But, by pushing down 
harder on the throttle and straightening 
the wheels slightly, I could recover from 
the spin (which is no particular feat, ex- 
cept to show that the car does have pret- 
ty fair control). 

In the Eldorado, you float along in the 
usual soft and quiet Cadillac manner; tar- 
strips, ripples, dips take on a different 
(level) contour. And as you drive along 
in the Eldorado, you feel like you own a 
good share of the road. It’s probably log- 
ical feeling that way, since you’ve shelled 
out around $6500 for the privilege. 


traffic, over mountain roads, and cruising 
on the highway. 

Spec-wise, the Prefect is another An- 
glia: 87-inch wheelbase, 12%4-foot over- 
all length, a 4-cylinder 71.5-cubic-inch 
engine putting out 36 hp, a 3-speed trans- 
mission, a 4.4 to 1 rear axle, suspension 
by coils in front and by elliptics in the 
rear. The difference between the 2 cars 
lies in the fact that the Prefect has 4 
doors so that each of its passengers can 
get to their seats (bucket-type in front, 
contoured in rear) thru separate doors. 
In addition, you get more chrome trim 
(including ’54-Buick-type headlight sur- 
rounds ), the net result of which is to make 
the Prefect less suggestive of a tightened 
belt than the Anglia; and there are more 
of the amenities in interior trim (tho the 
Anglia lacks nothing essential). For these 
added features, you can shell out $97 over 
the Anglia’s $1398 (plus tax and license ). 
If you want minimal transportation, you 
couldn’t do much better at this price. 


until 60, then shifted to DRIVE; using 
DRIVE alone gave a slower time of 18.8. 
The 30 to 50 time was made in LOW; in 
DRIVE | got 5.9. In the 50 to 80 run I 
kept it in LOW to 60 mph, then upshift- 
ed; straight DRIVE time was 13.5. 

I can’t see much to criticize in that 
kind of performance—especially since it’s 
in a car that until this year was not noted 
for its “go.” It (Continued on page 54) 


JOE MOORE 
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MAGNA PLUG 
DESTROYS ACID 





SUPER “BROMO” FOR ENGINE ACIDS. 
New “Magnaplug” Oil Purifier stops wear— 
extends engine life up to 20,000 miles! Dou- 
ble action . . . (1) Magnesium chemically 
neutralizes a// engine acids; (2) Powerful 
Magnet draws a// metallic abrasives from oil. 
Replaces stock crankcase drain plug. Cars 
stay new .. . prolongs “break-in” (install 
after 500 miles). $2.95 ppd. Item #1. 


~ BRAKING AND ACCELERATION 
WITH TRACTION MASTER 





BRAKING WITHOUT 


ACCELERATION WITHOUT 
TAKE OFF LIKE A RAPID RABBIT—pre- 
vent rear end “bucking.” Traction-Master 
stops drive-line “jump” 100%! Axle housing 











can’t “rotate.” Better braking . . . prevents 
front end “dive”’—gives up to 40% quicker 
acceleration. A safer, smoother ride. Longer 
life for tires, shock absorbers, U-joint, and 
axle. For all cars with leaf rear springs. 
$39.95 pair. Item #7. 
ns 














TIRES TREAD THE STRAIGHT & NAR- 
ROW when you install these amazing new 
Micro-Lok Spindle Nuts! 60-Point Micro- 
metric head holds front wheel bearings in 
perfect alignment. Stops “snake-tracking,” 
permits safer, more controlled steering. Tires 
last 5000 miles longer—saves bearings, brake 
linings! Easy to install . . . in minutes. For 
all cars, $2.95 per set ppd. Item #14. 
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HOLES FOR AIR-FLOW 





WITHOUT 











MOTOR NEED “NEEDLING”? Gain 25% 
better gas economy. Gane Air-Jet Needle re- 
places stock idling screw, feeds engine prop- 
er gas-air mix. Prevents “over-loading” when 
decelerating, stops carbon deposits. Precision 
drilled . . . with special Air-Filter Cap. In- 
stall in 3 minutes. 10-day trial. Refund if not 
amazed. Specify carburetor. (Order 2 for 
Dual Throat.) $1.50 each, ppd. Item #2. 


= POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS OUT 
PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 
MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 


KEEP IT WHEN YOU TRADE! Improved- 
Lifetime Porous Bronze Elements fit all oil 
filter cases .. . last life of several cars—end 
replacement costs forever! Filters oil “refinery 
clean” —can’t “soak up” detergents. Cylinder 
shape—strongest built. Includes Acid Neu- 
tralizer. 10 Year Guarantee. “By-Pass” type, 
$6.95 ppd. (Comp. w/housing, $12.95 ppd.) 
“Full-Flow” type, $11.95 ppd. Item #8. 








WATER PROOF, FADE PROOF your 
brakes! Stop brake failure from water soak- 
ing, overheating, or glazing. “BRAKE-KOTE” 
impregnates linings and drums with a high- 
friction silver-copper-lead metal surface. As- 
sures safer mountain driving, emergency stops, 
doubles brake life. Reduces grabbing, tire 
wear. Lasts 40,000 miles. Applicator included. 
Do it yourself, easily. $4.95 ppd. Item #15. 


KNOW YOUR ENGINE! Precision Compres- 
sion Gauge puts finger on bad rings, leaky 
valves, etc. Remove plugs, insert and read. 
Informs whether engine troubles are caused 
by ignition or compression, etc. Accurate 
0-120 Ibs. range. $1.85 ppd. Item #20. 


CLUB PLAQUES. Display your club name, 
insignia, etc., in “standout” design and letters. 
Thick, cast aluminum plates made to your 
order. Pattern cost, $8.00 up. Send sketch. 
Min. order, 12. Only $2.50 per plate. Item #21. 





PIN-POINT ELECTRICAL “BUGS” in- 
stantly. Save hours of tedious checking and 
repair costs with this sensitive ohm-meter. 
Versatile TK-30 Tester puts the finger on bad 
switches, contacts, “shorts” . checks bat- 
tery, generator, motors, relays, etc. Use at 
home. too . . . read all voltages. AC & DC 
voltage Range: 0-750; DC Current: 0-150 
Milliamperes. Resistance: 0-100,000 Ohms. 
Bargain—$12.95 ppd. Item #3. 





ADJUSTING 
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DRIVING A “GASOHOLIC”? Gane-Master 
Fuel Pressure Regulator cuts gas guzzling by 
up to 259%! Its sensitive diaphragm transmits 
smooth, even flow of fuel under a// conditions. 
Permits ideal fuel-air mixture . . . reduces 
carbon accumulation. Prevents flooding, stall- 
ing, vapor lock. Saves frequent carburetor ad- 
justment. Pays for itself. $7.95 ppd. Item #9. 

















RUGGED PROTECTION, plus ultimate in 
fit and appearance. Cromwell Crash Helmets 
are best. Hand-crafted in England. Cromwell 
is top choice for finest construction and pro- 
tection. A.A.A., A.M.A. approved for all auto 
racing. Entire helmet and neck and ear pro- 
tectors covered with fine white leather. Com- 
plete with visor and adjustable chin strap. 
Specify hat size. $27.50 ppd. Item #16. 











EMBOSSED CAST ALUMINUM 
CLUB PLAQUES 
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Automatically flashes stoplights on and off 











STOPS ACCIDENTS IN A FLASH! “Stop- 
it,” amazing new safety-first device, flashes 
your stoplights 115 times per minute when 
brakes are applied .. . warns car behind you 
instantly. Easily installed anywhere between 
light switch and stoplight. Fits all cars. 
Rugged . . . Sealed hermetically . . . Depend- 
able. Safety Engineer approved. Specify 6 or 
12 volts. Only $3.00 ppd. [tem #4. 





REAL OR “FALSIES”? Your secret’s safe 
when you change your black tires to gleaming 
white sidewalls this easy, inexpensive way! 
Super-strength bonding permanently welds 
pure latex circles to tire walls. Install in min- 
Pure 


utes. Specify wheel size. Thick 100% 
White Latex, ea., $3.95; set of 4, $9.80; set 
of 5, $11.95. Item #10. Thinner latex: set of 


4, only $6.95. Item #11. 


ve 


CHROME PLATED — “TRIPLE-FIRE” 
PLUGS. New Airplane-Type Plugs stop skip 


and miss. Give hottest, fattest spark. Three 
heat-resistant nickel-alloy electrodes instead 
of usual single steel point. Heat varies re- 
sistance points fire in rotation. New 
“Cardo Insulators” eliminate heat fractures. 
Guaranteed 20,000 miles on mileage basis. 
Only 89c ea. ppd. Item #17. 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 


3uy with confidence from the World’s 
Largest Distributor of Hi-Performance auto 
parts! Every item guaranteed. Send check 
and we pay postage on those marked ppd; 
others, FOB Los Angeles. Send 20% depos- 
it on C.0.D.’s. (Outside U.S.A. full remit- 
tance required.) California buyers add 3% 
sales tax. 
DEALERS! Excellent opportunities for you! 
Write today on letterhead for full 
information. © 1955 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 
5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, California 





(ADVERTISEMENT) 


Perma-Bronze Fuel Filter 
with Lifetime Element 





AMAZING POROUS BRONZE FUEL FIL- 
TER keeps carburetor in perfect tune. Enjoy 
extra mileage, greater power. pick-up. New 
Perma-Bronze Fuel Filter with “Lifetime” 
element “screens out” all gums, tars, moisture 
from gasoline. Better vaporization. Prevents 
fouling. No moving parts . . . lasts forever. 
Easy to install. Fits all cars. Save $1.00... 
Now only $2.95 ppd. Item *5., 
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4 °55 ENGINE IN YOUR CAR? “Power- 
Thin” Gasket (type used on many °55s) gives 
surging power . terrific gas economy! 


Equals. milling head about .060”, greatly in- 
creases compression. Not a cheap “bargain 
priced” hand-cut gasket . . . precision pat- 
terned for each make car. Available all cars 
(V-8 pairs same price). Aluminum, $4.95 ppd. 
Copper, $6.75 ppd. Item #12. 


BEFORE 


1e) oO 


RING JOB IN A TUBE. A mere pittance 
buys new life, new power for your sluggish 
engine! Simply unscrew spark plugs, squeeze 
Holt’s Piston Seal into holes. Engine heat 
forms self-expanding seal. Boosts compres- 
sion, cuts oil-consumption, ends piston slap 
. old car like new again! Lasts up to 10,000 
miles. Insured by Lloyds of London—can’t 
harm finest engine! $4.95 ppd. Item #18. 














CAR RUNNING HOT? Radiator full of 
rust? McRay “Protecto-Rod” rids radiator 
and motor block of scale, corrosion, rust. 


Copper and zinc discs set up eleciro-gelvanic 
action—remove old deposits that solvents and 
flushing can’t touch! Restores full effective- 
ness of a clean cooling system. 10-second 
installation in any radiator—can’t rattle. Only 
$1.95 ppd. Item #6. 








RADIO BEAM 
DOOR OPENER 




















HAVE A HOME OF THE FUTURE. New 
“Radio-Beam” Power Unit opens, closes and 
locks garage door . .. turns flood lights on or 
off, from comfort of car as you approach or 
leave home. Handles over-head doors up to 
24’x7’. Has Safety clutch . . . every fine fea- 
ture. Install yourself easily. U.L. approved. 


Transmitter, Receiver Motor Drive assembly, 
complete, only $234.50. Item #13. 





BE A NAME INSTEAD OF A NUMBER! 
New Personalized License Frames ‘bear your 
name (or slogan), up to 12 thick chrome 
letters. Distinctive . . . sets your car off from 
the rest. Gleaming extra-heavy chrome plate. 
Easy to mount .. . fits your state’s plates. 
Specify lettering wanted. $1.65 ppd. plus 10c 
per letter. Item #19 











YUSTRIES 


‘ 


SS 
5805 E. BEVERLY BLVD., DEPT. 301, 







2 3 6 
Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at rights 12 13 “4 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 


GIANT 1955 CATALOG 


Thousands of items. Sent FREE 

with order. (Otherwise send 25¢ 

for postage and handling.) 

— Srey 22, CALIF. 
789 10 11 




















M iss Year. Model No. Cyl. $ 

ms Full Price Enclosed. 
Address $ 

City Zone State 20% Deposit.Send C.O.D. 
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IS YOUR ENGINE ‘ 


RUNNING BELOW M.P.P. 





PEAK ENGINE PERFORMANCE is now easy 
to obtain—and maintain—by eliminating 
breaker-plate wobble with WESTON Ball 
Bearing Conversion Plates. They stabilize 
ignition—give you top engine efficiency. 





WESTON Ball Bearing Dual Points 


Friction-free WESTONS, with over-lapping 
dual point action that lengthens dwell 
about 7°, will increase coil build-up and 
deliver 3,000 extra volts at higher speeds. 
High, steady voltage output and hotter 
sparks improve combustion, pep up accel- 
eration, assure easier starting, smooth 
idling, more power at all speeds—and 
added miles per gallon. Why not enjoy 
your engine’s *MAXIMUM POWER PO- 
TENTIAL? Westons make a big difference. 
Ford, Mercury, Lincoln units, complete with 
points, $10.95; others. $9.95. 4-Cyl Sports 
cars, $7.95. Specify model when ordering. 


WESTON SALES CO. 


1640 18th St., Santa Monica, Calif. 





DON'T BE CAUGHT WITH A DEAD BATTERY 


Amazing “New Life” battery rejyuvenator 
stops build-up of plate sulfates . . keeps bat- 
tery automatically charged. Use hghts. heater. 
radio, as much as you like. Get faster starting' 
Greater power! RECHARGING IS UN- 
NECESSARY! Only one treatment needed! 
Money back guarantee. Rush $1.00 to 

JSM PRODUCTS CO.—Dept. 25 
1118 Castleton Rd., Cleveland 21, 0. 










































NICE CAR? 


Wipe it off every nice day with a $2 KozaK 
Auto Dry Wash Cloth and you'll NEVER have 
to hose it. KOZAK will even DRY wash a 
nice car that is so dirty you can hardly tell 
the color of the paint. Been doing it for 29 
years now. For people whose cars are Al- 
WAYS clean. This $2 investment will return 
you fifty in car wash savings. And has been 
so Guaranteed to 10 million buyers since 1926. 
Mail Coupon to: 


THE ORIGINAL 


KOZAK 














Auto Dry Wash 


Batavia, N. Y. 





59 S. Lyon St. 


© KOZAK, 595. tyon St., Batavia, N. Y. 


Please send me POSTPAID: 


Regular $2 KozaKs Super $3 KozaKs 
(Millions Use - (Last 4 Times Longer) 
C1 for $ () 1 for $3 


[] SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
2 Reg. KozoKs Plus 1 Super (Value $7)— 


i 
' 
1 
! 
| 
| 
| 
] 
i 
1 
I 
I All for $5 

1 (C0 CHECK 
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Continued from page 51 


Driving Around 


will be now, for sure. As you’ve probably 
guessed, this is part of Chief Engineer Ed 
Cole’s long-term plans. 


MOTION SICKNESS 


F LATE I haven’t heard too many 

people talk about carsickness (which 
as a child I can recall as being quite 
prevalent), but the more cars that get 
on the highways, the faster they’re driven, 
and the more they sway, the more likely 
is “motion sickness.” I’m reminded of a 
recent weekend jaunt in which one of the 
passengers of the car I was driving com- 
plained of a slight nausea from the “pitch- 
ing and rolling motion” of the car. Having 
remembered Dramamine, I stopped in a 
drugstore, purchased a packet, gave it to 
the passenger, who in a short while felt 
considerably better. 

Motion sickness is not as liable to oc- 
cur in a car as it is on a boat, but if the 
motion is severe and frequent enough (as 
around a winding mountain road taken 
very fast) it’s going to affect those same 
20-or-so per cent who are bothered by an 
ocean’s swells. If your passengers com- 
plain of motion sickness, there’s 1 of 3 
things to do: give them something to oc- 
cupy themselves; give them a drug such 
as Dramamine, Bonamine, or Chlorprom- 
azine (no prescription needed ) to allevi- 
ate the condition; or slow down 

—Wealt Woron 











“. . . but retains few of last year’s body 
lines.”’ 


Because MT judges thought this was the 
funniest caption submitted for this cartoon, 
E. R. Butze of Huntington, W. Va., gets a 
free 1-year subscription. Mr. Butze’s tag- 
line was judged most humorous because it 
embodies one of those nebulous phrases that 
is ever present in the glib-talking automo- 
bile industry. No prize but many laughs 
went to this caption by Arni Dunthan of 
Evanston, Ill.: “Come out, Mr. Farina, you 
don’t have to be afraid.” 












2 
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PREVENTS 
CRACKING, 
FADING! 


ONE OPERATION 
cleans, softens, protects leather 
or plastic upholstery! Highly 
concentrated —long lasting. 
8-0Z. CAN. 








== 


Plastic: legihey 


saddle soap ............ 
i neatsfoot oil . 
L beeswax . 





wou only bd | ppd. 


TANNER PRODUCTS Derr. 


16 E. Washington + Los Angeles 21, 


10 in I 


(CHEMICALS) 


RADI -CARE 


REMOVES EVERY KNOWN COATING 
FROM ANY AGE RADIATOR 
Plus ANTI-RUST Treatment 
For Normal Cleaning—$1.98 
SS ee SB SS SSS eS eS ee eS eS eee eee ee 
ION-20 Heavy Cleaner $3.00 
Se See SS SS eB SS eS eS eee eee eee 
Send check or money order to 


WONG LABORATORIES 


3259 MADISON RD., CINCINNATI 9, OHIO 


Sass 
CADILLAC TIPS ‘52-'53 


Heavy custom replace- 
ments for the rotted- 
rusted stock tin tips 


















_- 
California 














— bolt on — will last 
life of car. MAILED 
POSTPAID — SEND 


AMOUNT IN FULL — 

OR 50% DEPOSIT — 

C.0.D. BALANCE. 

EA. $6.95. PR. $13.50 
CHECK OUR FREE LISTINGS 

Please only request them when sincerely interested. 

A Custom Club Plates—Form clubtips, prices, etc. 


B. Motors—New and used O.H.V. Motors—Adaptors 
C. Special Sale Listing—power, speed bargains 
D. 4 Barrels—4-cyl. Fords—we’ve got parts 
SHELL SPEED & MUFFLER SHOP 
11726 Wilshire Bivd., L.A. 25, Calif. 











HTN TTT 
McBar Adaptor Housings 


MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
¢ CF-52—Cad and Olds to °52-54 Ford & Merc 
@ CF-50—Cad and Olds to °49-51 Ford & Merc 
© CF-40—Cad and Olds to 32-48 Ford & Merc, Lincoln, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 
52-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Merc 
52-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Merc 
52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to °32-48 Ford & Merc 
LF-40—’49-51 Linc, FH to ’32-48 Ford-Merc-Linc, etc. 
CRF-52—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °52-53 Ford & Merc 
CRF-50—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °49-51 Ford & Merc 
CRF-40—-’51-53 Chrysler to 32-48 Ford & Mere 
CSM—Cad & Olds to °53-54 Stude manual transmission 
CSA—Cad and Olds to Stude automatic transmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
aaa invited. Proper clutch a 
McBar Machine Shop, Inc. 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, Ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 


IYNNOQNN00DE0000AUANHOOOOOUEATOUOAOTAASSAOOEO TTD AUOU 
DOG BONE 10-WAY 
WRENCH 59¢ 











One Tool that can 
handle a million and one 
jobs effortlessly for it will fit al- 
2 most all size nuts and bolts, squared 
eg, or hexagon shaped (1 4" to9 16°). The 
[= DOG BONE WRENCH is a veritable 
tool box all in one wrench. Use in the home, your car 
or office, aboard boats, for electrical and garden appli- 
ances. Every mechanic, machinist and hobbyist needs 
one. You will! never miss any one size wrench when 
you need it for the DOG BONE has 10 sizes to fit all 
nuts and bolts. Made of Tempered Tool Alloy Steel — 
1 Beam shaped reinforcement handle. Only S9c (S 
cial Offer 2 tor $1). Deluxe Model! Chrome plated 4 & 
polished 99c. Send check, cash or money order to: 


NOVEL MANUFACTURING, Dept. D-187 
33 Second Avenue - - New York 3, New York 
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AN ORIGINAL BY 
--- THE RECOGNIZED PACE-SETTER IN SMART STYLE 
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President State V-8—one of a thrilling trio of Studebaker hard-tops that include style-setting Commander V-8 and Champion team-mates 


HIS EXCITING Studebaker sports model 
T was deliberately designed to delight 
young-minded Americans whatever their 
years may be. 

But for all its racy and exclusive look, this 
sleek speedlined Studebaker is actually a 
marvelously comfortable 5-passenger hard- 
top—particularly suitable for families with 
growing youngsters. 

You'll love it for the envious admiration 
it attracts. You'll glory in its lightning-quick 


STUDEBAKER 


response, its road-hugging sure-footedness. 

Dramatic sweeps of two-tone color accent 
the award-winning beauty of the low Stude- 
baker silhouette. Interiors smartly harmonize. 

Go to your Studebaker dealer’s now and 
try out one of these thrill-packed sports 
models—a hard-top or a coupe. 

Your choice of President V-8, Commander 
V-8 or Champion chassis—at Studebaker’s 
new low-level competitive prices. Get your 
order in immediately. 





See Studebaker-Packard’s TV Reader’s Digest—a nationwide weekly feature on the ABC television network 


STUDEBAKER DIVISION OF THE STUDEBAKER-PACKARD CORPORATION ... ONE OF THE 4 MAJOR FULL-LINE PRODUCERS OF CARS AND TRUCKS 
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ENGINE ACIDS 
NEUTRALIZED 


ECONOMICALLY, QUICKLY, 
EASILY AND EFFICIENTLY 


BIG 
NCH 


MAGNESIUM 
SHEET ACID 
NEUTRALIZER 


$1.00 ! 


Acids spent on BIG INCH can’t corrode engine, 


can’t make sludge and varnish in the engine oil. 
BIG INCH (U.S. Pat. Pending) exposes 35 square 
inches of expendable acid-hungry magnesium in the 


wash of the oil stream in the oil filter. The wide, 
thin magnesium sheet fits around oil filter ele- 


cont inside filter shell. Loose, flexible fit, scien- ERE’S ANOTHER WORKABLE either enters the highway or crosses it; 
ific spacers and perforations permit free oil ° eee . e . Bs e ° 
flow. Installs quickly, easily. Simply open oil filter idea from the desk of Philip Wright. your headlights will more readily pick it 
shell and slip in BIG INEM neutralizer. Do it now. If you're a steady reader of MOTOR TREND, up if it is equipped with a molding of 
MANNING MAGNESIUM you'll remember his “Memo to Detroit” in “Scotchlite,” a product of the Minnesota 
Suite 727, Nat'l City Bank Bidg., Dept. MT our March ’54 issue. This time his thoughts Mining & Mfg. Co., St. Paul, Minn. 
a econ 14, Obie have turned to safety. To be effective, Wright points out that 
op gal awed ORES, at Oe As you can readily see from the photo- the molding must be flat, parallel to the 
eciie graph above, the molding on Wright’s car’s body surface. He used °53 Mercury 
(PS Bet Ford 2-door reflects light directly back to moldings on his car altho these had to be 
sa a Se Kear pn re the source of illumination (which, in this reshaped because they had an angle to side 
City vs case, happens to be MT photographer Bob of car of about 45 degrees. He found that 
bee D’Olivo’s flash bulb). But imagine that a “slip-on” tip for the Scotchlite moldings 
Please Print you're driving along a dark road and a car made adaptation of the moldings simpler. 


~ tetsnen vimana] fl UFPASSEN VW! 


Get “KILL-WEAR” Magne- 
sium inserts today .. . 














Fits your oil filter, cartridge or bronze type. 
Install! it in 5 minutes. Over 90 square inches 4 

of Active Surface—not a plug but a scien- Italy Ss first small 
t fiz» !v designed power booster. ONLY $2.95 e 
PCSTPAID—money back guarantee. Send make rear-engined 


and model of oil filter to . . . 
4-seater threatens 
the “People’s Car” 








KILL-WEAR PRODUCTS 


P.O. Box 354, Ridgecrest, Calif 


iv 7.¥-1 pStOP FRONT 
END ORAG OW EVERISH ACTIVITY is re- 
4-WHEEL DRIVES ported from the Fiat manu- 


ened Hubs disengage front dif- facturing plant in Italy upon the 
tial f sane ; : : 
erential for use in 2 W-D. | sonouncement of their latest contribution to day. Fiat created its 500 in 1936; it was a 


range, give 4 W.D.s amazing : . 3 - P 
pep, getaway, steering ease; | the world’s small car field, and the Volks- 2-seater which earned a wide reputation in 


ave gas, tires; st f , : a 
p= ap Aan myer wg bw wagen’s builders may well take the advice to Europe, Mexico, and other scattered spots for 
stop frome axle Sorgen, perk “watch your step!" The new Fiat 600 is in reliability, compactness, and economical 
' roa speeds wv. . . ° . y 
high range! a either drive, | Production at the rate of over 1000 units per motoring. The 600, tho smaller than the 500 
. anytime! Select drive needed— by 5 inches, has room for 4 
automatically with Warn Automatic Hubs, manually 
with Warn Locking Hubs. Willys models factory ’ passengers and luggage space be- 
approved, sold only by Willys dealers worldwide. re hind the rear seats and under the 


Dodge, other 4 W.D.s at dealers or write— é 
: + front hood. It features a rear- 


WARN MFG. CO. . 
Riverton Box 6064-16, Seattle 88, Washington mounted 4-cylinder overhead- 
valve engine with a maximum 


IDLER ARM STABILIZER ) ; san : ~ output of 21.5 hp at 4600 rpm. 


UST PRICE $2.75. .. Shipped Prepeid, > 2 . 
Arrow INDICATES MOTION = Independent suspension on all 4 
CAUSES 90% OF THE STEERING LOOSENESS IN iy ° . 
Sonos MERCURYS. AND. LINCOLNS. ’ - 2 wheels, integral body construction 

49 tits Mercurys and Lincoins 1949 . 1950 - 1951 e ® PRES ‘ . ‘ WTO 
525 fits Fords ond Mercurys 1952 - 1953 (Straight orm: ~ ’ r designed for maximum rigidity 

WA-S2C fits Fords and Mercurys 1952 - 1953 (Curved arm , = or ° : 

-52C fits Lincolns 1952-53-54 (Curved orm) LAY Fs ‘ and minimum weight, and live- 


WA-S4C tits Fords-Mercurys 1954 (Curved arm! « ‘ > Sea ‘ . r = 4 
B and B Specialty Company : aA , lier, more economical perform- 
= 7 . ance promise high sales for Fiat. 


1718 HAWTHORNE §=ATET THORS HOUSTON 6 TEXAS 
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REGISTERED U.S.PATENT OFFICE 


Over thirty years devoted to the development ond manufacture 
of ignition coils and ignition systems has produced this “Best” 


know-how lets Mr. Mallory confidently label this: 
“the best coil | ever made” .. . and sign it. 





In the Mallory “Best” Coil, all of the windings are submerged 
in transformer oil and assembled in a bakelite case, for full- 
capacity long life. A neoprene gasket, impervious to oil or heat, 
and protected by a tamper-proof metal band, hermetically 
seals the case . . . your positive protection against humidity 
and moisture. 


Yes, more of the right kind of spark is delivered to your engine, 
. . . Each coil is equipped with a special-alloy “resistance unit” 
THE MALLORY “BEST” COIL to insure against overheating and excessive contact flashing . . . 
ew Designed for all-cround purpose, the Mallory “Best” Coil will 
PRICE $13.10 deliver to you, years of better starting, better performance, 
better mileage, and better driving. 


A MALLORY IGNITION SYSTEM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CAR OR TRUCK. 
... ASK YOUR DEALER... OR WRITE TODAY FOR COMPLETE 
INFORMATION AND ENGINEERING DATA ON THE MALLORY SYSTEMS 


MALLORY ELECTRIC Corporation 
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IN 105 SECONDS 


The Austin-Healey ‘100’ offers you today’s outstanding combination of 
performance and value. For less than $3,000 you get light, precise steering, 
pool-table flat cornering and stable four-footed roadability. These ad- 
vantages plus an excellent weight-to-power ratio enable the Austin-Healey 
*100° to dominate Class D cars and many larger. 





t 





The Austin-Healey’s competition-tested 
engine develops its maximum torque at 
a modest 2,000 rpm for top acceleration 
through the gears. And not only is the en- 
gine reliable but it’s easy to maintain too, 
with parts (including a modification kit) 
quickly available from 14 Austin distribu- 
tors and 350 dealers. 
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Austin-Healey 100 
Acceleration through the gears 
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SECON’ 





Specifications at a glance: Four cylinder, 
overhead valve engine; displacement—2660 
cc; 90 bhp at 4000 rpm; wheel base—90 
inches; curb weight 2150 Ibs.; distribution 
49%/51%; three forward speeds plus over- 
drive (synchromesh); steering 214 turns lock 
to lock; brake area 145 square inches; average 
fuel consumption, 25 mpg. 





SS Austin-Healey = 








ow 2985 


FULLY EQUIPPED 





Because braking is as important as accelera- 
tion, the Austin-Healey ‘100’ is muscled with 
11-inch, hydraulic brakes that provide pos- 
itive, no-fade deceleration. On top of all this 
the car comes equipped with custom features 
like overdrive, heater, tachometer, twin carbu- 
retors and knock-on wire wheels at no extra 
cost. For more details, use coupon below. 








AUSTIN of England, Dept. MT-5 
27-29 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 
GENTLEMEN: 
Please send me a copy of your new 12 page, full color 
brochure on the Austin-Healey ‘100’. 


PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS HERE 
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Continued from page 43 


Classic Comments 


QUESTION—I have been over here in 
Austria for almost 3 years now and dur- 
ing my tour I picked up an old 1924 
Mercedes-Benz convertible sedan. I only 
spent 100 bucks for it and about an- 
other 150 for brakes, motor tuneup, etc. 
It runs perfectly and is supercharged. 
There were only 5 of this model built, 
and to the best of the company’s knowl- 
edge, this is the only one still around. 
It is a Model 140 6-liter job and weighs 
in the neighborhood of 5000 pounds. I 
believe that it is what you call a classic 
and I am wondering if it is worth bring- 
ing back to the States as an investment. 

ANSWER—This car has a lot of value 


in this country. Your total investment will 


be approximately $550. If it is in good | 


condition, you should treble your invest- 
ment with ease. 

Note: The volume of mail is so heavy that 
I must now request (with regret) that all 
inquiries be accompanied with a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope. Unless this is done, 
it will be impossible to reply personally. 

—Rohert J. Gottlieb 





Continued from page 27 


55 Olds Super 88 


in a car of this size but still large enough 
for average needs. (For greater carrying 
needs, larger trunk in Olds 98 may be 
the answer.) Loading and _ unloading 
accomplished with ease. 


Servicing: Engine accessibility is better 
than average. Most components are where 
you can get at them, especially after the 
large, easy-to-remove aircleaner is out of 
the way. Generally speaking, car should 


= be stingy on maintenance costs. 
—Al Kidd 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.88 in. Stroke 3.44 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.887. Compression ratio 8.5:1. 
Displacement 324.31 cu. in. Advertised bhp 202 @ 
4000 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.623. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2293 ft. per min. Max. bmep 154.4 psi. 
Max. torque 332 Ibs.-ft. @ 2400 rpm. 

DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is 3-speed 
synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 2.39, 
2nd 1.52, 3rd 1.00, reverse 2.53. AUTOMATIC trans- 
mission is Dual-Range Hydra-Matic, fluid coupling 
with gears. RATIOS: Ist 3.81, 2nd 2.63, 3rd 1.45, 4th 
1.00, reverse 4.30. OVERDRIVE transmission not 
available 

REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.42 standard, 
3.64 optional. Hydra-Matic 3.23. 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in. Tread 59 in. front, 
58 in. rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.09:1. Overall 
width 77.8 in. Overall length 203.3 in. Overall 
height 62.1 in. Turning diameter 44.7 ft. Turns lock 
to lock 434. Test cor weight 4230 Ibs. Test car 
weight/bhp ratio 20.9:1. Weight distribution 55% 
front, 45% rear. Tire size 7.60 x 15 (tubeless). 
PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) 88 2-door sedan $2297, 
4-door sedan $2362, hardtop $2474, 4-door hard- 
top $2322*. SUPER 88 2-door sedan $2436, 4-door 
sedan $2503, 2-door hardtop $2714, 4-door hardtop 
$2541*, convertible $2893. (*Starred list prices do 
not include federal tax, delivery, or handling 


charges.) 

ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $178, power package 
(88 only) $38, radio $101, heater $80, power 
steering $108, power brakes $40, power seat $70*, 
power windows $50 (front) & $97 (all), air condi- 
tioning $592. (*2-way seat adjuster standard on 98 
hardtop and Starfire.) 








— TOP CHOICE... 


among corvette owners 


Give your Corvette the additional style and distinc- 
tion it deserves. Takes only seconds to install or re- 
move this hard-top designed by PLASTICON. Custom 
made of lightweight fiberglass-reinforced plastic, 
tops are available in all Corvette colors, and are 
shipped ready for easy installation. It is detailed 
very nicely, with stainless raingut- 
ter, interior of rayon flock- 

ing, large wrap-around plex- 


iglass rear window, and is 
completely weather-proofed. \, 
The top clamps down tightly, 


and rides noiselessly even 

over the roughest roads. 

Price—$225 (f.o.b. our plant). $100 
deposit with order, bal.C.0.D.Send PPZUYE Cele titi oe O7- eel eL-DCl-1 at) eed 
25c for glossy photo & literature. Phone: AT 0-4817 
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The M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator is 
a thoroughly tested, fully guaranteed 
unit which tells you when your car 
* needs oil, and how much. Made by 
one of the world’s largest manufac- 
turers of jet engines. Will fit all 
standard or foreign make cars. 
trucks, boats and airplanes. In opera- 
tion whether car is standing still or 
moving. Far more accurate than any 
” dip stick or filling station attendant 
3 q can be. When the dash light goes 
, “on” you need exactly one quart of 
oil. Do not confuse with an oil pres- 
sure gauge or oil pressure warning 
light that you’ve seen in some cars. 
Se 2. ; Measures quantity of oil, not pres- 
ake a @ sure! Saves much of your valuable 
time and gives you definite knowl- 
edge as to the level of your oil. 
M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator will pay 

for itself many times over! 


order yours today! just $7.95 


Minnesota Engine Works, Inc. 
5600 No. Hamline Ave., St. Paul 12, Minn. 





unconditionally 
fi Here is my order for ........ M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator(s) 
guaranteed O 6 Volt 
: 2 Vol 
@ thousands C)-13.ven 
of send C.0.D. Q money enclosed Tj 

satisfied name 
customers 


Re RONEN OE LOT ATM AOE BONE, 99s: Ty 
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@ Servicing your car for top per- 
formance requires tools that are right for 
the job, and Snap-on tools are the stand- 
out choice of America’s top mechanics. 
Snap-on offers the most complete line of 
standard wrenches and special automotive 
service tools, also a wide selection of 
wrenches in Whitworth and Metric sizes 
for servicing foreign cars. Available only 
from Snap-on branches and Snap-on Men 
or direct from factory. Write today for 
free Metric-Whitworth folder and stand- 
ard tool catalog. 


SNAP-ON TOOLS CORPORATION 
8023-E 28th Ave., Kenosha, Wisconsin 


*Snap-on is the trademark of Snap-on Tools Corporation. 








STOP PING! 


PING-OUT gives your car more pep and power while using 
cheap gas without embarrassing PING or retarding your spark 
— in fact you can advance your spark 5 degrees for more 
Power and smoother performance 

Patented PING-OUT is a vocuum-compensat- 
ing valve which synchronizes ignition to car 
speed by delaying over-rapid vacuum. It al- 
lows full spark advance when the engine is 
ready for it. It does not restrict return mo- 
tion. 

PING-OUT takes up where premium gas 
leaves off. It prevents points from burning, 
stops distributor “chatter’’ and gives your 
engine longer life. Can be installed with no 
special tools in 2 minutes. Change ping to 
Power today! 

Only $2.95 postpaid. 10 day money-back 
gvorantee. No C. O Y 
please. Send cash, check, or $295 
money order today 


SAVE GAS! 


ECONQMISER AUTOMATIC 


CARBURETOR 
MIXTURE CONTROL 


Automotive Engineers bring you the amazing 
result of 8 years of gas-saving research to 
develop an inexpensive method to save gas. 
Tests show up to a 25% increase in mileage, 
faster pickup, smoother running engine, per- 
fect idling — for less than the cost of a half 

tenk of gas! Users claim it pays for itself in 

less than 3 weeks of average use. EconO- 

miser fits all cars, trucks and tractors. Triple 
chromed for LIFETIME use and increased beauty of engine. You 
ore assured of maximum performance and easier starting be- 
couse it works in with the ic spark; easily 
installed on your carburetor in 2% minutes. No special tools 
required. ORDER TODAY! Postpaid — Only $295 


10 day money-back guarantee. No C.O.D.'s 
AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 


































































please. Send cash, check, or money order to: 











GENUINE CHAMOIS — Processed in old English Tan- 
nery. Heavy duty top quality duraple selected skins. 
Guarantee: Whole skins——no seams, no holes, dressed 
lintless. Highly absorbent, long wearing, dependable. 
Unsurpassed for quick, easy cleaning, autos, glass, 
chrome, etc. 17x26” $2.75; 20x30” only $3.75 
(value $4.50). Check, M.O., with order postpaid. 
Trade inquiries invited. 

EV. SAVILLE, Chamois Importer, Dept. MT. 

90 King St., Troy, N.Y. 
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Note: We are way behind in answering mail 
sent in to this column, but are doing our 
best to catch up with it. If you can be pa- 
tient in awaiting a reply, write your ques- 
tion on only one side of the paper to enable 
us to answer it on the back side. Along with 
it, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
The most frequently asked questions with the 
greatest appeal will be published.—FEditor. 


HIS MONTH we continue our policy of 

providing the answers to often-asked 
questions with a discussion of another popu- 
lar subject—raising compression ratios. 


The trick of raising the compression ratio 
of the engine in your car is perhaps the 
most direct way to increased performance. 
It’s safe to say that almost any engine can 
stand compression ratios of around 8 to 1 
and still use ordinary premium-grade fuel. 
The combination of increased mileage and 
better performance at all speeds will more 
than offset the price of the premium-grade 
gasoline. Unlike most other methods of in- 
creasing engine performance, a compression 
ratio increase will give a rise in both horse- 
power and torque. 

There are only 2 ways of increasing 
torque in the ordinary engine: 1) enlarging 
the displacement, and 2) raising the com- 
pression ratio. The mere act of increasing the 
bore, stroke, or both, will also raise the com- 
pression ratio. 

Without the engine surgery outlined 
above, however, there are 3 ways of raising 
the compression of your engine: 1) install 
a thinner gasket; 2) mill the gasket surface 
of the head; or 3) use a special alloy head. 
For a few cars, primarily those of foreign 
manufacture, the Chrysler products, Cadillac, 
Olds, and Chevrolet, higher-crown pistons 
are available. This last is probably the most 
satisfactory method since none of the engine 
dimensions are changed. 

If it is desired to use thin head gaskets 
available for almost all cars, foreign and 
domestic, several precautions must be ob- 
served: 1) Copper is infinitely preferable 
to aluminum as a material. 2) Both head 
and block surfaces must be immaculate, even 
mate-lapped with fine grinding compound, 
if possible. 3) All studs should be inspected 
to see that the threads are clean and free 
throughout the thread length. 4) All nuts 
and studs must be torqued down evenly, us- 
ing either a gauge-type torque wrench or a 
slip-type wrench. 5) The manufacturer's 
tightening pattern must be followed relig- 
iously. These precautions are necessary be- 
cause the gasket of this type has very little 
give and will not forgive the sins of un- 


even tightening or of rough mating surfaces. 
Milling is another inexpensive way out. 
In this case, the head is sent out to have 
any amount of material from .030 to .100 
inch removed from the gasket surface. The 
amount is best determined by carefully meas- 
uring the volume of heavy oil that will fill 
the desired new combustion chamber. By 
pouring this into the stock chamber you will 
be able to measure the distance from the 
surface of the oil to the surface of the 
head. This difference is the amount to be 
milled, Trend Book No. 117, 1955 Hot Rod 
Annual, also has a table of recommended 
milling cuts for most American engines. 
Special heads are available for most en- 
gines except the latest ohv types. These 
heads are available for such ohv engines as 
Chevrolet 6, GMC 6, DeSoto, and MG. Al- 
most all of the flat-head engines of late 
1940-vintage have the heads cast for them 
in compression ratios of 8 to 1 and above. 
So you can see you have several methods 
from which to choose. One final word of ad- 
vice: if you buy special equipment, pick a 
thoroughly reliable manufacturer, preferably 
one whose products are competition proven. 


QUESTION—Would it be more practical to 
put a '53 Plymouth engine with overdrive 
in a ‘42 Plymouth, or to put a 53 GMC 
truck engine into a '48 Chevrolet Fleetline 
with overdrive? Wayne Huddleston, Hart- 
land, Minn. 

ANSWER—It depends on what you mean 
by “practical.” The Plymouth swap can be 
accomplished without any alterations, so it's 
much easier. On the other hand, a few minor 
alterations are necessary to install the GMC 
in the Chevy, but the result, if the GMC is 
properly equipped, will be a going bomb. 
You'll get far more out of the “Jimmie” 
than you will out of the Plymouth. 


QUESTION—I have a '54 Dodge V8 with 
Gyromatic drive with which I am very dis- 
satisfied. Could you tell me how much 
trouble it would be to convert to standard 
shift with overdrive or PowerFlite? If this 
method is very expensive, can you suggest 
an alternative to get better performance? 
Chas. B. Newton, Aurora, Colo. 
ANSWER—We were talking about this very 
same thing with Ray Brown of Ray Brown 
Automotive. Ray's suggestion was just to 
pack the entire gearbox and replace it with 
a Ford stick shift. An impractical solution 
for the average person, but apt. We would 
suggest that you see your Dodge dealer to 
find out what options he can offer, possibly 
some kind of trade for either a ‘“bang-shift” 
or PowerFlite. 


QUESTION—I would like to know if there 
is any way to lower a ’49 Olds convertible 
in the rear. As you probably know, it's 
equipped with coil springs. Jerry Broge, 
Muskegon, Mich. 

ANSWER—The only method of lowering 
the '49 Olds is to raise the upper spring 
mounts in the chassis, making new boxes and 
placing them several inches higher in the 
frame. The process is involved and expensive 
and should be done only by an experienced 
custom shop. 
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This 
imple *2” 


evice May Become 
etroit s Biggest Headache! 


By Fred Harris 


What would happen if car engines just 
didn’t wear out ... if their normal life- 
span was 200,000 or 300,000 miles? Detroit. 
to put it mildly, would be in a bind. How 
could they sell new cars, if the o/d models 
refused to wear out? 

Yet this is exactly what could happen as 
a result of this strange-looking device. This 
possibly sounds like an _ unreasonable 
claim, but before you decide that it is, 
check a bit further. 


WHY DO ENGINES WEAR OUT? 


You’ve smelled the acrid fumes emitting 

from your motor’s oil breather cap : 
you've fe/t the “grit” on your oil dip stick. 
These merely are the symptoms of the two 
factors known to be responsible for 90% of 
engine wear: 
(1) Tiny abrasive particles which slip 
through some filters and grind away at pre- 
cision parts; (2) Acid-etching, caused by 
oil contaminants, which turn polished steel 
into jagged, “ulcerated” pieces of ma- 
chinery. 

Find a way of removing these two major 
offenders, and there’s no limit to an en- 
gine’s life expectancy. A method of almost 
completely eliminating abrasive action and 
acid etching has been discovered. Like so 
many really great inventions, it is remark- 
ably simple. 

It consists of a special “Free Magnesium” 
alloy unit, combined with a powerful Alni- 
co magnet, attached by a flexible cable to a 
duplicate of your crankcase drain plug. 
The unit replaces the stock drain plug in 
your car and can be installed in a minute. 
The expendable Magnesium attracts and 
neutralizes the 5 gallons of sulphuric acid 
the average engine produces per year (acts 
just like good old- 
fashioned baking 
soda); the power- 
ful magnet attracts 
and holds the mi- 
eroscopic abrasive 
particles that fil- 
ters don’t screen 
out. 

The use of a 
neutralizer to kill 
off engine acids is 
old ... for years 
the major oil com- 
panies have compounded an alkali into 
oils. This does provide some protection 
while the oil is NEW. But, the alkali re- 
serve is soon used up (often within 200 or 
300 miles). So, to get continued protection 
from even the most expensive oils, a com- 
plete change would be necessary almost 
weekly, 





MAGNAPLUG 'S powerful magnetic- 
field collects... makes harmless the 
tiny “free” metol particles that 
otherwise cause friction between 
piston and cylinder walls 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


NEWEST OF THE NEW MAGNESIUM 
NEUTRALIZERS 

Yes, there are other magnesium “acid- 
neutralizers.” But Magnaplug is the only 
one that combines a powerful magnetic 
field to eliminate the equally important 
problem of “hidden grinding” by minute 
metal abrasives. 

Strain your crankcase oil with a fine 
cheesecloth, and you'll find many small 
metallic particles wear slivers, shav- 
ings, filings, chips . . . that have been 
circulating through your engine, grinding 
it to pieces. Magnaplug keeps these parti- 
cles out of your oil and engine through 
scientific magnetic 
attraction. 

The Magnaplug 
is an ‘‘alkali 
chemical in solid 
form.” This type 
of magnesium is 
actually a “sacri- 
fice” metal, which 
strongly attracts 
and is “devoured” 
by the acid glob- 
ules. As the mag- 
nesium electrons 
discharge or “neutralize” the acid’s hy- 
drogen ions, the entire engine is electrically 
protected against acid etching. That is the 
reason why authentic fleet tests proved that 
a magnesium “acid barrier” provides more 
than 6 times the protection of alkali oils! 


ELIMINATES SLUDGE & CARBON 
DEPOSITS 

This little device also almost completely 
prevents sludge and carbon formations... 
not only makes your engine /ast longer, but 
makes it run much smoother. Here’s why— 
A. Removes ferrous abrasives from your oil 
...at once wear and friction are greatly 
reduced. B. Kills acids; internal combus- 
tion produces two kinds of acids: (1) 
Strong mineral acids, which attack metals. 
(2) Mild organic acids. The latter do not 
attack metal, but are themselves attacked 
by the mineral acids. The result of the 
“conflict,” called polymerization, is varnish 
or carbon deposits which form around pis- 
ton rings, clog valves, foul spark plugs, and 
generally raise hob with power, perform- 
ance, and gas economy. When the strong 
acids are neutralized by the powerful mag- 
nesium reaction, the harmless organic acids 
do no damage . .. and form no sludge! 

Thus Magnaplug extends the life of your 
new engine literally thousands and thou- 
sands of miles. Even your spark plugs will 
last longer and you will save many, many 
dollars because you will no longer have to 
buy expensive, detergent oils. Since Magna- 
plug prevents harmful deposits from form- 





A microscopically thin film of oil 
seporates crankshaft from bearings 
When diamond-hard ferrous grit 
contaminates oil, shaft and beor 
ings are no longer separated by 
this protective oil film 








MAGNAPLUG 
DESTROYS ACID 





MAGNAPLUG 
—the Magnetic- 
Magnesium Oi! 
Purifier 


Pat. Applied for 


ing, what need exists for detergents? Also, 
you won't have to change oil so often be- 
cause Magnaplug keeps oil free from acids 
and metallic abrasives. 

We wouldn’t blame you if you were still 
skeptical—this product does sound too good 
to be true. But the best way we know of to 
convince you is to invite you to try Mag- 
naplug in your own car at our risk! Install 
it during your next oil change (your serv- 
ice station will be glad to do it . . . takes 
only a moment). After a few weeks take 
a look at the metal filings bristling on the 
magnet ... pull your spark plugs and see 
if they aren’t as clean or cleaner than when 
you installed your Magnaplug. See if there 
isn’t a substantial increase in gas mileage 
and power. Then if all these things don’t 
happen, just return the Magnaplug and 
we'll refund the full purchase price .. . 
no questions asked. Order yours now—use 
coupon below! 


ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO., Dept. 302 
5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
| Gentlemen: 

Please rush my Magnaplug under your Money 
Back Guarantee. []! enclose $2.95 (cash, check 
or money order) payment in full. Ship Postpaid. 
C1! enclose $1.00 and will pay postman bal- 


ance plus small C.0.D. charge upon arrival | 
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+ « « Speed Equipment Catalog in Color. 
Action pictures, tune-up hints, the very 
latest “hi-performance equipment” from 
the nation’s leading manufacturers. Send 
25c¢ for your copy .. . TODAY! 





“TOG-L-LOK” Buckle 
“Quick 
One-Hand Release” 


The Friction Buckle 


SUMAR “Safety Seat Belts’ includes 
BELTS for TWO people, ALL “tie- 
down” fittings, full instructions, in 6 
popular colors. Complete as shown 


Airline Type 







only 
$19.95 





PHONE C-8174 


DEPT. mM 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


109 NORTH 7th STREET 


I say I’m good looking. My wife Grace 
says, “yes! good looker,” others say, 
“GOOD GOSH”! Over 35,000 satisfied § | 
customers will tell you it’s worth many 
times more to send 25c for catalogue, 
for the simple reason you can buy all 
the best equipment at WHOLESALE 
PRICES for Sport Cars, Race Cars, 
Stock Cars, Custom Cars, Road Cars, 
Hot Rods, Dragsters, Papa’s Car, Your 
Car, or ANY CAR.—Even name muf- 
flers, hub and radiator caps for “T” and 
“A” model Fords. Send 25c to HONEST 
CHARLEY SPEED SHOP, BX MT 
3086, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Mopwrtoyu 
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NEW 1955. 
CUSTOM CATALOG » 


Jam-packed with complete tion of Custom 
Interior and Exterior 

Power Equipment 

of Exhaust Equip 

available in Accessor 

illustrated) Has all the 

sories included. Order 

to cover postage and handling 


EASTERN AUTO 


3319 MECLEM Ss. Grand Ave 
2 R . LOS ANGELES 7, CALIFORNIA 
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Continued from page 25 


Drive to Survive 


Miscellaneous items should include scis- 
sors, razor blade, soap, flashlight with bat- 
teries wrapped separately, 15 safety pins, 
a set of measuring spoons, a package of 
paper drinking cups. 

This is a basic list and can be supple- 
mented by other items such as burn oint- 


| ments, cotton swabs, etc. All will fit in 
a small ammunition box. 


For a couple unencumbered with chil- 
dren, an easy solution to the problem of 
food could be a pair of surplus Navy 


| backpad survival kits. Light, small, and 


designed for use as seat-back cushions, 
these contain enough concentrated equip- 


| ment to enable one person to live in the 


most barren territory for 3 days, and, in 
an area in which some food and water are 
available, for an indefinite period. 

For those with children and/or infants, 
the situation is a bit more complicated, but 





Back-pack contains 3 pints canned water, 
first-aid kit, concentrated food and vita- 
mins, fishing kit, indispensable machete 


not much. Children do not take kindly 
toward concentrated food tablets and the 


| austere life, consequently certain foods are 
| a necessity. Among them should be such 
| items as evaporated milk, fruit juices, in- 


stant cereal, tinned crackers and, in the 


| case of infants, canned baby food. All food 
| and water for this purpose should be 


canned, not bottled, according to CD. If 
space permits, add canned beef and other 
staples. A Sterno stove and several tins of 
fuel should go along, particularly if infants 
are involved. If you are forced to evacuate 
for any reason, a 3-day supply of food and 
water is the recommended ration. Un- 
doubtedly facilities will be made in the 
dispersal area, but better be self-sufficient. 

Additional equipment can be as elabo- 
rate as space permits. Basic needs are 
blankets, a small coil of rope (clothesline 
will do), a knife and machete or hand 
axe. Your car can provide any necessary 
shelter from the elements. Pick the car 
most suited to carry your family and the 
equipment you wish to take with you. 

Most of the equipment is in the average 
home. You can buy the other items for less 
than a $20 bill. That $20 will buy more 
now than $2000 later. 

One final note: If you are not told to 
move by responsible CD authorities, you 
are safer where you are. —John Christy 
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SAGGING REARS 


WITH LOW-COST 


AIR LIFT 


PNEUMATIC 
SPRING BOOSTERS 










Coll'N’Cwap = St 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
is not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will be 
accepted if payment is not made in advance and such 
communications will not be acknowledged. Only one 
CAR may be listed in any single Sell 'N' Swap in- 
sertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, cata- 








logs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If your Syne 
car 4s unusual and you have a photo of it suitable | Even new cars can get that middle age spread” 
for publication, you may submit it with your ad. If look! If you carry luggage, equipment, or even 


a full complement of adult passengers, your 
rear springs are screaming for help on any 
lengthy strip. 

Air Lifts fit between the leaf springs and frame. 
They inflate with air —adjust with air — giving 
exactly the right amount of support for any 
overload up to one thousand pounds. When not 
overloading, simply deflate ’em and leave ’em in 
place. Super-simple to install and factory guar- 
CUSTOM SPORTS CAR personally built by Fred | anteed. See your dealer or write for his name. 


Bodley, late MT Tech. Ed. Ford components, en- ! . . . illustrated, tip-packed literature on 
tirely rebuilt L-head Ford V8. Plastic body, custom FREE! Air Lift remedies bo sauna scare. Witte 
interior. 80 original miles, not raced. Perfect. Best department 55. 
offer over $2000. Don Fell, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., 
SELL OR SWA 
P for late-model Jaguar Mark VII or 
other sports car. 25 ft. Chris-Craft speedboat, Sports- AIR LIFT COMPANY, 
man model, Scripps marine engine, 225 hp, excel- 
lent condition, cost $7500. D. W. Ryan, P.O. Box 
5006, Houston 12, Tex. WEntworth 5571. 
CLASSIC CAR SALES CATALOGS: Packard, Chrys- 
ler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan and 
foreign cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR : CUSTOM 
(N.Y.) Annual numbers, details for large stamped ty - ’ 
addressed envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, ‘ y CHROME 
Los Angeles. R ] 
AUSTIN & AMERICAN BANTAM owners; have “ : GEA SHIFT 
purchased entire Bantam stock on the West Coast. ; : LEVER 
Owner's manual available, $2.25 each. Inquiries in- ; 
vited. Lou Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles. eee A complete one 
ATTENTION EMBLEM COLLECTORS: limited mF Atay NAO e piece unit of gearshift lever 
quantity merican antam emblems available. vege ” i i 
Chrome letters on 3 different color backgrounds. toa, 4 . ep oot Reem. wage mg ma 
i jeweler’s chrome to enhance the inte- 


3 same or assorted colors for $2 postpaid. Lou 
rior of any Ford 1940-55 or Mercury 


we decide to print it there's no cost to you for the 
cut, but we'll have to decide which photos to use. 
Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor. 


SELL 


‘37 CORD BEVERLY completely restored to show- 
room condition. 2-tone lacquer matching Nauga- 
hyde interior. Mechanically excellent. $1200 or near- 
est offer. R. Stutley, 893 Kincaid St., Inglewood, | 
Calit. Phone: ORchard 1-0221. | 








Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles. 


SMALL CAR BUILDERS, Bantam parts available, 1940-48, with standard gearshift. Eas- 

windshield frame, fenders, axles, hubs, drums, i il led. 

brackets, steering, etc. Lou Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd., 2 ily installe 

= MORGAN a aiid AP. 1100 Look for the California Custom Label 
-wheeler, cc water nb odhican —Gri - 

cooled V2 engine. Concours condition, can be driven : } . “ dealers everywhere—Grille Conver 

anywhere; excellence award, ‘54 Motor Revue. Sacri- . ‘ . sions, Air Cleaners, Power Windows, 

fice, $1295. Bud Wittenberg, 622 N. Oakhurst Dr., ‘ : Push Button Trunk & Door Kits, Bull 

Beverly Hills, Calif. 4 . Noses, etc 

LONELY LADY, age 26, wants loving care. Quiet, Me. . = - ited 

easy-going, healthy (8 lungs). Desires gentleman to | re *. Dealer Inquiries Invite 

care for her. Write Victoria Hupp, c/o D. McDonald, : ‘ q CALIFORNIA CUSTOM ACCESSORIES MFG. CO. 

Gatineau, Quebec, Canada. : ee: 301 W. Jefferson Bivd., Los Angeles 7, Calif. 


BMW 328 AERODYNAMIC competition sports, 
beautiful new German aluminum body; full winter 
equip. Zero miles chromed full-race engine. Driven 











your last chance to become a charter member 


in KUSTOMS OF AMERICA 


Deadline August Ist. Second year membership after 
August Ist. 

Sanctioned by George Barris, foremost custom car 
creator and designer. Added benefit, K. O. A. Club 
News, by and for the club members. 

$2.00 MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO A LARGE 
DISCOUNT ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

Leading monthly automotive magazines @ Custom 
automotive accessories @ Speed equipment for all 
makes @ Club emblems, jackets, T-shirts, etc. 
Trophies @ Custom rugs and upholstery 

NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY $2.00. NO AGE LIMIT. 


No car pean ate spencers open to men and women. 





East to West Coast February. Carson, 3245 San 
Marino, Los Angeles. 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, 59-A 
Mercury engine, racing cam, new upholstery, body 
excellent condition. $895. David Sandquist, Rt. 1, 
Moscow, Ida. 

‘46 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, ww’s, 
V-12 engine, new eet, excellent condition. 
$1450. David Sandquist, Re. Moscow, Ida. 
LINCOLN CONTINENTAL ENGINE block #06-4 
6014, brand new, $75. New crankshaft, 8 mains, 
$45. Wright, P.O. Box 826, Old Bridge, N.J. Phone: 
South River 6-1170. 
'48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, r & h, | 
o.d. Many other accessories. Excellent condition. 
$1695 or best offer. M. McGraw, 698 So. Crescent 
Ave., Cincinnati 29, Ohio. Phone: WO-3214. 
‘37 CORD BEVERLY, 58,000 miles. Original ex- 


i KUSTOMS of AMERICA, 5880 Hollywood Blvd., 

I Hollywood 28, Calif. MT-5 
Ii hereby apply for membership in the Kustoms of 
| America and enclose $2 for one year’s dues, entitling 
me to receive an official membership card, wind- 
| saiotd decal, discount catalog and full association 
privileges. 


























cept outside. New universals, wheels. Selected for | 

New York Museum of Modern Art Show 1952. C. | III >... :....<a:sisnssnniaconesndnassonastcapochamdantenhinegaciamiisalins 

F. Hewitt, 32 High St., New Haven 10, Conn. | 4 

'35 12-CYL. SEDAN, 6 good tires and wheels. No | city....--.----------------- iriesichthisaidodigty soa Ssdedicliae 
dents or breaks in body, fenders, or runningboards. | 

Run anywhere. $200. Geo. Strickler, 415 N. 10th club affiliation, if any Scpscnennitaaipeiniadaiae al Deatinia te deate 
St., Boise, Ida. 
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RESTYLING AND CUSTOMIZING 
IDEAS GALORE!!! 


READ: 


Installing a 
Hydraulic Clutch 
and Installing 


WSTALLING A MYORAULIC CLETCH 


Swing Pedals. 
Adapting °55 Chery 
Headlight Rims 





IN THE JUNE CAR CRAFT 
ON SALE MAY 3 














RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 
for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 


Restore original color and texture to 
ovr car upholstery. Or change color! 
Es sily applied. No crack or peel. Wash- 
protects. 
69th 


a 





able, fadeproof, preserves, 
Write for FREE color chart. 1141 W. 
St., Chicago 21, Hl. 











ARE YOU OIL POOR? 


SAVE $$$ Fisher's Compression Seal cuts oil 
consumption, boosts compression, ends piston 
slap. It's like an overhaul. 


IMPROVES PERFORMANCE you'll get 


smoother, more powerful engine performance. 
New life, new power for sluggish engines. 


EASY APPLICATION Simply unscrew spark 
plugs, squeeze Fisher’s Compression Seal into 
each cylinder bore. It expands 30 times, clos- 
ing and sealing excessive clearance between 
piston & cylinder wall. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 1¢, after driv- 


ing 400 miles, you are not completely satis- 
fied with the new efficiency and oil savings, 
return tube for full refund. 

SEND CHECK, CASH, MONEY ORDER TODAY 


Only $3.95 ppd. 


FISHER’S bens. ms 


4756 So. Central Avenue, 
Calif. 





Los Angeles 11, 











CHEVROLET OWNERS! Get more GO out of 
your Chevy with new zephyr-type speed gears. 
Instal: this gear changeover today and realize 
9.3% gain in low and 18.6% in second. 
Now available for Chevy models ‘37-55, 
prices and installation instructions upon re- 
quest. Dealer inquiries invited. Write to: 
TURNER’S GARAGE 
12002 E. Centralia Rd., Artesia, Calif. 














Get tuto Good Paying 
AUTO BODY a+:/ FENDER WORK 


Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 
YY) Start training now spare time 
at home for good pay work. Pr 

U.E.I 







ya experience includ 
9 covers metal work, weld- 
\. ing, painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how co start 
your own shop. Behind U.E. I. 
NG is a large national or- 
ganization founded 1927. Write to- 
day for FREE facts—no obligation. 














MAIL NOW 
FOR FACTS 


Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
2523 Sheffield Ave., XAN-19, Chicago 14, Ill. 
0.K.! Rush Full Facts 





nthe nnekdinaeighasdaahnsetness use’ Rc cées 
a hakiadbsdbhes davedhdhenswcdiesshebabedets 
Belles ccccccccecdccoceccooces Zone..... | PS 


[) Check here for information if you are under 17. 
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SELL continued 


OLD AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS, advertisements, 
photos, mostly from '30 to ‘50. Also ‘31, 32, 42, 
43, and ‘46 MoToR Annual Show Issues. ‘Write and 
list your needs. J. VanCranebrock, 2653 Asbury 
Ave., Evanston, IIl. 

TWO 16-CYL. OHV CADILLAC engines in perfect 
running condition. Mounted on stationary stands. 
Will sacrifice for $175 each. Turner’s Garage, 
12002 E. Centralia Rd., Artesia, Calif. Phone: 
TOrrey 5-3720. 

26 WILLYS-KNIGHT sedan, 20,000 actual miles; 
sleeve-valve, 53-hp engine. Engine, upholstery, tires 
good. Original paint. $295 or best offer. R. O. 
Bennett, 550 Olney Dr., San Antonio, Tex. Phone: 
TAylor 6-5316. 

53 HUDSON HORNET, NASCAR late model, 
stock, extra Firestone racing tires, rear-end ratios, 
axles, spindles, crankshaft, etc. Ready to race. High 
est offer over $1500. Geo. Waddell, 4320 E. Tele- 
graph Rd., Ventura, Calif. Phone: 3-5938. 


‘54 CHEVROLET CORVETTE, 4200 miles, beau- 


tiful dark blue (few this color), tan leather, fully 
equipped, like new; car babied since new. $2300. 
J. R. Mason, 8 Woodland Ave., Bronxville, N.Y. 
Phone: DEerfield 7-0610. 


‘LS CADILLAC VS speedster, fast, dependable tour- 
er; Ist American V8 (60 hp). Completely over- 





hauled, hand-rubbed lacquer finish, beautiful brass, 


new upholstery. $2200. Edgar Hess, 106 Meadia 
Ave., Lancaster, Pa. 
48 CONTINENTAL conv., actual mileage 4762 
kept under tarpaulin to preserve. Original paint, up- 
holstery; new ww’'s and battery recently installed. 
A. E. Joselyn, 520 Hauser Blvd., Los Angeles 36. 
41 WILLYS AMERICAR 4-dr., excellent condition, 
tr & h, good tires. Can be driven anywhere. Differen- 
tial gears for "48 Crosley and ‘41 Willys. Robert 
Miller, Bloomdale, Ohio. 
‘54 PORSCHE 1500 conv. 
miles, Telefunken radio, reclining seat. Family car, 
never raced. Original owner must sell. $2450. E. L. 
Mortimer, 1104 Cooks Lane, Baltimore 29, Md. 
Phone: WI 5-1965. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, 
dition, ail original except paint. New ww’'s; recently 
spent $400 on engine. A clean car. $1850. L. W. 
Ellis, Palm Trailer Pk., 1610 S. Orange Blossom 
r., Orlando, Fla. 


(new April), 10,000 


top con- 


31 BUICK 8-cyl. roadster, rumbleseat, unrestored, 
leather fair, water-cooled oil system, all-around con- 
dition good to excellent, 40,474 miles. Best offer. 
Ed. Dudik, 5810 44th Ave., Hyattsville, Md. 

32 AUBURN 12-cyl. 4-dr. brougham, sidemountr, 
extra wheels; runs well; good condition thrucut. Carl 
Glover, 112 E. 3rd St., Leadville, Colo. 


'32 AUBURN 4-dr. sedan, A-1 condition, new paint, 
6 Dayton wire wheels. Nick De Palma, 653 Bedford 
St., St. Paul 1, Minn. 

38 AUTO-UNION HORCH conv., 8-cyl. overhead 
camshaft engine, de Dion rear, 4-speed gearbox. 





Restorable. Similar car featured Road & Track Sept. 


"54. Not running. $1000. Robert C. Medernach, 
707 Woodland Ave., Springfield, Ill. 
37 PACKARD SUPER 8 sed., 40,000 actual miles. 
Upholstery, paint excellent; driven every day: good 
mechanical condition. $900 or best offer. R. C. 
Kratsch, P.O. Box 5196, Georgia Tech., Atlanta, Ga. 
"15 CHEVROLET 490 roadster, just like new. A real 
beauty. C. C. Law Jr., P.O. Box 56, Utica, Ohio. 
°25 CHEVROLET touring car, completely restored; 
new engine, top, paint, chrome, etc. C. C. Law Jr., 
P.O. Box 56, Utica, Ohio. 
'34 BUICK SERIES 60 conv. 4-dr. sed., engine re- 
built; body extra good; new top bows; all rechromed; 
needs top. Plenty of spare parts. C. C. Law Jr. 
P.O. Box 56, Utica, Ohio. 
FORD T PARTS, widest range, many types, new and 
used items available at lowest prices. Write for free 
mimeographed listing or advise parts needed. E. 
Hemmings, yy Hampshire St., Quincy, Ill. Phone: 
BAldwin 2-1461. 
‘29 AUBURN 680 cabriolet, good condition thruout. 
boats 967 Maple Ave., Schenectady 7, 








DANGER! 


CARBON MONOXIDE 
ESCAPING 












DO IT 
YOURSELF 
Press On 


MUFFLER SEAL 
with Fingers 
SETS LIKE 
A WELD: 








MUFFLER-SEAL makes all mufflers and 
pipes “Gas Tite” and Safe! Af garages, 
auto — hardware stores! 


MBrrices stightly higher in Canada 











FULL PROTECTION! 


THE NEW 
BELL 


“500” 
HELMET 


Write today for 
information! 


Dealer inquiries invited 


AUTO PARTS, INC. 
BELL 3633 Gage = Bell 43, Calif. 


OIL FILTER 
REPLACEMENTS 


Buy the ZENICK Perma- 
nent Bronze Filter Ele- 
ment for only $3.95! Then, 
no more filter elements to 
buy! Guaranteed 10 years 
or life of car. Fits all cars 
and light trucks. State 
make of car when order- 
ing. Only $3.95 p.p. Money 
back guarantee. Dealer 
inquiries invited. 


ZENICK PRODUCTS CORP. Dept. 14 




















Box 2461, Los Angeles 54, California 


Ed su a 








KER 
DEON by 
BOAST 


x= “5 
- new rugged power, better 
economy, flashing get-away. Get 
parts list, pics. hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 
S0c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $1 
on buys. Tell whether for V8 or Champion. Write 
: FRANK MORGAN CO. Dept 81-5 
MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


GOVERNMENT 40 ACRE 


OIL LEASE ‘100 


Act of Congress gives citizens equal rights with Oil 
Co’s. to obtain Govt. leases. You do no drilling, yet 
may share in fortunes made from oil on public lands. 
(Payments if desired) Licensed & Bonded Oil Brokers. 
Free Information & Maps of booming areas. Write: 
NORTH AMERICAN OIL SURVEYS 
8272-C Sunset Bivd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 


and eat 
dust 




























THE FIRST STEP TOWARD IMPROVED PERFORMANCE 
HAVILAND _ feorrsman MUFFLERS 


oe _jronisees 





THE ORIGINAL FIBERGLAS PACKED MUFFLER 


If you’‘re modifying your power plant for improved performance, this is the most 
important ... yet the least expensive step. Install SPORTSMAN mufflers, and gain 
all of the advantages of the better “breathing” which results from SPORTSMAN’‘s 
low exhaust back pressure. 





TO FURTHER IMPROVE YOUR CAR’S PERFORMANCE, GET SPORTSMAN 
DUAL SETS—CAST MANIFOLD DUAL SETS—HEADER EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


SPECIAL FREE OFFER: 


Mail us a post card with your name and address, and we'll send you, FREE of 
charge, our handy Mile-O-Dial . . . a pocket computer which enables you to cal- 
culate your exact gas mileage in a jiffy. 

For further information, see your dealer today 


Arnold Haviland Company Defiance 22, Ohio 























More POWER to you / 


S : 7? 






BENDIK “ELECTRIC 
FUEL PUMP 


You’re way out in front and you stay at the head of the par- 
ade when you install a Bendix* Electric Fuel Pump. It 
delivers more gallons per hour, is easier to install and gives 
“less cost per mile” operation. It’s the 5 pans amend ire 


@ 30-gallon output per hour, lightweight, electric fuel pump designed and manu actured 
@ Helium sealed. by Bendix, foremost supplier to the automotive industry. 
@ Prevents vapor lock. Sold by independent garages and service stations. Write for 
@ Better cold weather starting. illustrated folder. *REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 
@ Built-in pressure release—no flooding. Sold in Canada by Bendix-Eclipse, Ltd.; Windsor, Ont; Canada 

@ Instant hot weather re-starts. ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION Bendix 

@ Only 7 watts power at maximum fuel delivery, ELMIRA, N. Y. esskvesa santensciee 
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The Sensational Synthetic Chamois that 
cost more than $1,000,000 in research! 
Now! 
thetic CHAMOIS that will sparkle your car to 


A wonderfully-soft and effective syn- 


only a fraction of the 
chamois — it's washable — it 
Don't be without a CHAMY- 
and one for 


perfection! Yet it's 
cost of other 
lasts and lasts! 
SKIM— get one for your car, 
your home! Order today! 








If you're not 100% satisfied, we'll 
immediately return your money, 
and make you a present of the 
Chamy-Skim! No strings attached! 


Yes! Send me . 
( ) Large Chamy-Skim (243 sq.in. )$1.005 
( ) Giant Chamy-Skim (300sq.in )$1. 50s 
( ) Both of the Above for only 







GALE HALL ENGINEERING, INC. 
5 DEPT. M-55, NORTH HAMPTON, N. H. 
TTT ritiiiiiiitiiiity 


7 a GAS! mud 


~ Users Report 4, 5, 6 Per agp vith 
New Miracle Gane Air-flow Needle. ($1.50 Value) 


We pay postage—positive fast-action money- H 
back guarantee! a. 
Ss 860 oaks whascaseseuned ec ecccesece - 
GT aa a re ‘ . 
City. . State a 
7 
* 
. 
« 























io MORE MILEAGE, FASTER PICK. UP, QUICKER 
stannine eported. Phenomenal money-saving results com: 
ing from Yq MILLION USERS. Carburetor Engineering C 


reports SAVING OF 72¢ PER DAY. YELLOW CAB co. 
FLEET beagoe mes boocingpre meses ay vebicle users. Our 
" ed”. FITS ALL = a 





(Replac present idle adjustment screw 


uretor, ) [AMAZINGLY EASY TO DO! 





e 
PAY NOTHING! Nest this revolutionary new automotive 
discovery in your car AT OUR EXPENSE! Check mileage 
Some users report no improvement—so TRY BEFORE YOU 
1.58 
"and ns 
= . oy ~~ enough? Specify make of car, 
H (8 cyl. cars use 2). Rush, Free irl 
suey LiiteD. 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, Dept. 04 
5804 East Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 





52.005 | 





BIG! NEW! Power, Speed and Hot Rod Catalog fm 


REAR DECK LATCH KIT 

A great aid to smoothing off your 
rear trunk deck lid. Allows open- 
ng trunk from inside just as late 
model huod releases. Kit includes 
easy installation instructions. Or 
dinary hand tools can do the job 
MK 101 Ford 36-49, Merc 39-48 

MK 102 Ford 50-54, Merc 50-54 

MK 104 All General Motors 49-54 


DROPPED AXLES 





Only $2.00 
postpaid 








"DI amC" ZOMER SPECIAL 


Available for 28 through 48 Fords & Mercs 
(Others on special order. Please inquire) 
Diego Dropped Axie outright, no exch., $21.95 plus frt. 
Zimmer Spi. Axle outright, no exch. .$28.95 ples rt. 

= @ @& ® MAIL COUPON ® 

F. E. ZIMMER CO., Dept. T-5-55 = 
16420 Ventura Blvd., Encino, Calif. = 
Mail $1 for regular lists and immediate 
delivery of giant catalog illustrating 1000’s 


of hot rod and custom items! RUSH! 

Me ctath alba d ac aceuekmbdies td oncdt.s<daseeapocie 
BN np dahcies ss dgnsesssdsedabsé de scokincndhbte 
Pb sckescnncactenteseoecsrend ere Per 
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SELL continued 


RAMBLER OR STATESMAN 8.5:1 head and mani- 
fold with two Carter 708-S carburetors; $75. Buell 
air horns, electric compressor, tank, lines and foot 
button; $150. Geo. E. Johnson, Johnson's Drive Inn, 
Oakland City, Ind. 

‘22 MODEL T FORD roadster. Excellent mechanical 
condition. New top, upholstery. Good tires, new 
paint. Write for further information. James H. 
Carpenter, R.D. i, P.O. Box 292, Greenwood, Miss. 
‘20 CHANDLER rdstr., solid condition thruout; 
original and complete; good upholstery and top, good 
mechanical condition; has bumpers, shock absorb 
ers, and Chandler motor-meter. C. Rizzotto, 1426 
62nd St., Kenosha, Wis. 

'36 FORD conv. cpe., black with tan top. Very good 
condition. Pines Winterfront, radio, heater, ww's, 
stainless steel hubcaps (original accessory). Frank 
Savoie, 144 Bee St., Meriden, Conn. 

36 LINCOLN K V-12, 7-pass. cabriolet by Brunn, 
original paint, sidemounts, disc wheels, good tires 
(2 ww's), $1950. Ed. F. Vinding, 54 Upland Dr., 
Port Chester, N.Y. 

ALL CHRYSLER AIRFLOW C-17 PARTS available; 
good condition. Reasonable prices. Inquiries answered 
promptly. Dennis E. Poplin, Rt. |, P.O. Box 43-SR, 


Ojai, Calif. 
‘51 BARRIS KUSTOM 
engine (see March ‘54 MT) 


MERC with ‘53 Cadillac 
. Can be seen at Indian- 





apolis Custom Show May 21-31. Photos 50c. 


Hirohata. 9587 La Rosa Dr., Temple City, 
Phones: MA 9-8451, AT 7-8605. 

31 BUICK MODEL 8-96-S rumbleseat coupe, side- 
mounts, original radio, good running condition, 
original thruout. Tires excellent. Needs some bright 
work. Consider reasonabie offer. R. B. Crommett, 
18585 Loree Ave., Cupertino, Calif. 

‘37 CORD BEVERLY, 812 supercharged; 
original miles; 80 per cent restored; blue, 


Bob 
Calif. 


52,000 
replated; 


2000 miles on tires and car since rebuilding. Called 
intu service. Louis A. Nemeth, 1438 S. llth Ave., 
Maywood, III. 

33 PLYMOUTH conv. cpe., original, needs paint, 


good running order. Rumbleseat. Best offer takes. 
Hank Heilman, 5055 Kutztown Rd., Temple, Pa. 
Phone: 9-2385. 

29 OAKLAND ALL-AMERICAN 6, 4-dr., 35,000 


miles, original thruout; excellent running condition, 
owner's manual. $165. Max Hollingsworth, R.R. 3, 
P.O. Box 385, Mukwonago, Wis. 

33 LINCOLN KB 2-dr. conv., aluminum body by 
Brunn. Easily restored with spare car for parts, $500. 
P. Lenhard, 1734 Connecticut Ave., Washington, 
D.C 

BL IGATTI Type 46-S, 5-liter supercharged 4-dr. 
Saoutchik. Excellent condition. 


black sed. Body by 





Acquired from original owner. Best offer. Robert F. 
Kitts, Rt. 1, P.O. Box 89-A, Score Deport, W. Va. 
Bees LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, excellent 
GMC engine, high cam. Will also give ‘48 
ee Se engine, clutch, transmission, and over- 
drive. All for $750. ey, P sell. Theo Wells, 
612 W. 10th Sr, Mecropolis, 
'34 FORD 4-dr. sed., posed car, solid body, poor 
engine. Original tires. Can be driven any place slow. 
$100. Geo. Christensen, 108 Green Lane, Carpen- 
tersville, Il. 
‘14 DODGE TOURING. 
Mechanically excellent, tires good, not rusted. One 
of oldest in fine running condition. $500. Charles 
N. Turner, 294 Gulf St., Milford, Conn. 
29 LINCOLN 7-PASS. V8 touring. Low mileage. 
Needs top, upholstery. No dents or rust. Excellent 
lines. A real antique-classic. 5450 or best offer. W. 
Saltonstall, Chestnut Hill, Mass. Phone: LO 6-0713. 
‘36 FORD PHAETON, wind wings, heater. Used 
primarily as station car since new. $385 or highest 
offer. Wood, 1788 Beacon St., Brookline, Mass. 
Phone: CA 7-4334 weekdays. 
‘22 FORD T TOURING. New front tires 30 x 3. 
New upholstery and top. Engine overhauled, fully 
restored. $600. Wyatte Shields, Re. 6, Winston- 
Salem, N.C. 


‘30 FRANKLIN DOUBLE COWL PHAETON. 
Needs upholstery; roof, body fair. Extremely rare 
and desirable. $450 or best offer or trade 7-pass. sed. 


Needs minor restoration. 





| 














FOREIGN CAR PARTS 









FILTERS 


Highest filtering area . . . added 
protection due to scientific design. 
Original equipment on leading 
British cars. 


Ask your dealer or write to 


COLUMBIA 


MOTOR CO. 


New York 19, N. Y., Circle 6-4844 


245 W. 56 St., 





——=—\, DICE e CARDS 
2 pd ptih: Dice, 
: Magic Dice, } 
ee /, ic Cards— READ 
FAMOUS THE BACKS — 
Inks, Daubs, Po- 
BOOK ker Chips, Gam- 
ing Layouts, Dice 
Boxes, Counter 
Games, Punch- 
boards. WRITE 
FOR CATALOG TODAY. 


BLUE 
CATALOG 


K. C. CARD CO, 847 S. Wabash Av., Chicago, Ill. 












GRAND PRIX 
TOURS 






TOUR EUROPE WITH DUSTY MAHON 


Enjoy an exciting vacation touring Frazce, Belgiun, 
Germany, Switzeriazd, Italy, Engiaid and ‘reia:d. By de- 
luxe Motor Coach. you'll be taken to all the :acive cirs- 
sics, automobile factories, and be introduced to all the 
local sports car clubs. Excellent hotel accommodations. 


Write for information asd iiteiauwe sor ai tou.- to 






Dusty Mahon 
Larchmont Travel Agency. 
221 No. Lar: hmont Bivd.., 
Los Angeles 4, California 
Phone HO. 3-5689 











Te Cloth ¥ 
Seat Covers 


Install it yourself in 
three minutes. 


Newest idea in car 
comfort . . . form-fit 
front seat covers in 
serviceable, washable, 
luxuriant Cannon heavy 
quality Terry Cloth. Wonder- 
fully inexpensive full-time or 
part-time covers. Our fastest 
seller, these cool, comfy covers 
are ideal for family trips, pic- 


No C. 0. D0. Mail 
cash, M. 0O., or 
check. Specify 
make, model, 


year of car, and nics, swimming, outings. $7 95 
split or solid OR : Including 
front-seat. For- e spo p Postage 


Box 1013-—Dept. MT 
Dallas, Texas 


est Green, Aqua- 
tint, Red. Yellow. 








—— 








ONLY 


: $14.75 
LDE 
wo 


Complete with 

Twin Carbon Arc 

= and —_— 
ies 






Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Easily operated from properly wired 
110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
hancle all metal- gift with a life-long use. . . . Order 
craft work. today on 10 day money back guarantee. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. F27-E 
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Fred J. Meda, 396 Chestnut Hill Ave., Brookline, 
Mass. Phone: BEacon 2-0032. 

°35 FORD RDSTR. Excellent 2-owner car. 74,182 
original miles. Used every day. Send 25 cents for 
details and photo. Will accept offer or trade. Geo. 
Christensen, 108 Green Lane, Carpentersville, Ill. 
‘31 PLYMOUTH CPE. for Model A or B rdstr. in 
semi-good condition. Plymouth has rumbleseat, new 
battery, 1 new tire, rebuilt carburetor. K. Krueger, 
5345 W. North Ave., Chicago 39, IIl. 

37 CORD PHAETON, 21 coats black lacquer, ww's, 
completely restored and original, one of best on 
East Coast. Car in Norfolk, Va. $2900 or trade. 


. M. Tenore, \Le. (jg) USNR, U.S.S. Fremont, 
APA-44, c/o FPO, New York, N.Y. 

17-19 J-S7 CADILLAC RDSTR., 4 restored, rare 
and beautiful car. $1200 or accept ‘26 to '34 auto- 
mobile in trade. Write for details. Wm. R. Aufill, 
P.O. Box 601, Socorro, N.M. 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL, excellent condi- 
tion, black Duco, ‘50 Mercury engine, Columbia 
axle, ww’'s, mew battery and radiator. Want Cord 


conv. or what have you? I. W. Wyatt, 2712 Monroe, 


Columbia, S.C 


CUSTOM SPORTS ROADSTER, %4-race Merc. en- 
gine, power brakes, radio, stepped frame, 2000 Ibs., 
130 mph. Basic chassis: Ford. All new parts. $1500 


or trade for classic Packard V-12. Chris Gardner, 

Paoli, Ind. 

‘23 ROLLS-ROYCE ENCLOSED LIMOUSINE, Der- 
by chassis with body by Connaught. Excellent con- 
dition. Will consider other classic in part trade. Ask- 
ing $1250. A. Holcombe, 3054 Taraval St., San 
Francisco 16. 

16 MAXWELL ENGINE and transmission in good 
condition. Sell or swap for 65-hp airplane engine. 
Jack M. Cook, Ree Heights, $.D 

48 CONTINENTAL conv., excellent condition thru- 
out; $1750 or trade for Chris-Craft or Century run- 
about or what have you. No junk. Send picture and 
description. B. Lumpkin, 1143 Forrest Ave., Gads- 
den, Ala. 

39 ROLLS-ROYCE TOWN CAR, excellent condi- 
tion, engine #C3WY, code 260, serial #W.X.A. 98. 
Low mileage. Price: $2950. C. A. Camp, 628 Madi- 
son Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 

'34 PACKARD SUPER §8 sed., original thruout, 
23,000 actual miles, like-new condition. $300. Trade 
for anything of equal value or best offer. Dallas L. 
Warren, 7600 E. Main St., Reynoldsburg, Ohio. 
UP TO $7000 in registered chinchillas, trade for 
steam car, any make, preferably Doble. Animals 
grade uv to 85 by Willard George grading. Thomas 
- Hosick, 2024 Colonial Place, Winston-Salem, 

Cc 


37 CHRYSLER AIRFLOW (1 owner), new tires, 
mechanically excellent condition. Original paint. 
$595 or trade for sprint car. Complete Cord 810 
instrument panel including dashboard _ section, 
$69.50. B. F. Comstock, 817 Schroeder Dr., Mani- 
towoc, Wis. 





For Sale! 


Fully customized by Barris 
from ‘52 Olds Holiday 
“98. 

Has only 13,600 original 
miles. Excellent con- 
dition. Gold-plated 
engine develops over 
200 H.P. 

Color: Body, ruby metallic—top, 
gold. Pictured on front cover of 
March ‘54 Motor Trend. Original 
cost, $9500, asking $6200. Call or write: 


J. B. NETHERCUTT 


Phone: Exbrook 5-1507 





FEATURED IN MARCH ‘54 MOTOR TREND 








2928 Nebraska Avenue, Santa Monica, Calif. 











9 Best Buys of the Month! 


—— 


LOUVERED FLARE FENDER SKIRTS 
All of heavy-gauge steel, with concealed rubber liner. 
Precision louvered, lever locking, primed for finish 
paint. Available for: (specify): 





36- 55 Ford 35-55 Olds Ply 50-53 Buick 
: 5 Mere (except 98) 3 3: 54 De Soto 35-55 Nash 

36-55 Chev 35-54 Pont 35-54 Chrys 52-55 Willys 
35-52 Stude 35-54 Dodge 35. 41 Buick 46-49 Kaiser 
Louvered Skirts......eceee. $16.95 (reg. $22.95) Item #1C 
es GN, 6s 6 ssa veennss 11.95 (reg. $17.50) Item #2C€ 
Standard Skirts...........4. 6.90 (reg. $12.50) Item #3A 


























LIFETIME O1L FILTER 


Items #4€ Items #7E Porous bronze element 

WANTED ae > Ford & 3 ao Buick + + $63.95 Jasts forever! Increases a = a on Be yy ox 
'20-'24 LAFAYETTE touring or roadster. Must be | 41-54 Chev v/s. 63: engine life by removing Std. Kit~Item #13E. De Kit—Item_ #146. 
complete and in restorable condition. Send pictures | (except conv.) 33.95 -51 63: all harmful particles. 49°55 Ford, rt} tt yaad oaae 
and detailed description, stating price. F. Bauer, 63 | $s 1 ReTE ones exinOSt pg om a 53-55 Pont... 4950 52-54 Merc. | 89.75 
Burr St., West Hartford, Conn. | 4:55 Ford & 95 care listed. Ford. More Conv. Kit....$6 1955 50 53-55Ply,Dodge 89.75 
CARBURETOR. REAR BUMPER, wind wings, and | 44 gales 08 agg S21 teem AOL ON [Gitdow S10 tpl, | 1055 Mere: > 750 SIGS Beick’ Seas 
distributor for *30 Packar uper 8, Model 745 (some ee 

rdstr. Charles Diebold, 428 Memorial Dr., Cam- | a7 ara made os fen reins 1985 im tose Pret oo.75 





bridge 39, Mass. (incl. case) Item #1 


OLD LICENSE PLATES before 1925; good prices 
for first issues, enamels, etc. Need: Ga., Ala., Miss., 
La., Ark., Tex. Send list to Linville Auto Museum, 
Winterset, Iowa. 

LEADS ON '26-’27 PIERCE-ARROW sed., Series 
33. No junkers or fancy prices, please. Give price 
and description in Ist letter. R. L. Phillips, P.O. 
Box 5, Guadalupe, Calif. 

‘29 BUICK 40 RADIATOR GRILLE, shell; or com- 


Add $2.09 exch for uillers (3 3 
Hs Seer oan” 


plete car, touring or rdstr. preferred. '32 BUICK 90 °° 
rumbleseat lid, cushions; or complete conv. or tour- PAHOA 
ing. Ralph Wheeler, 327 W. 17th St., Santa Ana, 
Calif. Phone: KImberly 3-4689. | aygh ey | NEW WHEEL DISCS AUTO SAFETY BELT WIRE ee Gee CAR STRIPING KIT > 
'26 or ‘27 STUDEBAKER BIG 6 roadster, Model |  blackwall tires to per- ust.out-these flashing © Crash experts predict Ten poe a > oun dp dame. 
EW-J, or Big 6 President touring. Also engine parts | manent whitewalls — iscs are factory dup =< 1 Ry wearing any car more pon Tham pe Sy 
and manual, good condition only. Adrian B. Smith, | i> eve genuine 55 Olds Fiesta discs! — a ol pi yb en o h ery cngeel. Contains sword - type 
2326 Myers St., Oroville, Calif. esp to taste ber rings. vy - gauge stech, = longer. Why ahhh potad med a wee 
FOR '25 DODGE CPE.: motor meter, radiator cap, | Kit comes ‘eenaniabe i. i io p= - finish. Install in 30 enamel, complete. in- 
windshield frame, speedometer. Ivan L. Jolly, 3428 | ith rings, special ce- ter. With sure-sta pact Saf-tee belts are seconds on 15- structions, style sug- 

5 wi i . Fit all us ns. 
Anderson Ave., S.E., Albuquerque, N.M. Fin is’ or lee be ree! rippers available rom inch p= ae gestio . Specify 2 
PACKARD CONV. OR PHAETON, °30-'38 in | ify): Item #190. borectn’. “See Wheels rye block web: special dec locks, euly Shen's, tm ome 
reasonably good condition; dual-cowl preferred. Send Set of 4, only. . 9.95 $34.95. Regular price Complete _ kit, 95 (regular Peer black). $4.95 Ppd. Item 
price, photo if you have one, J. Herbert, 18 East Ppd. 5 for $11.95 .00. Item 2 16F. 5 Ppd. item #178. == $65.00). Item # #19¢ 


58th St., New York. 
48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, excellent condition, 


dt 


Send full amount and we pay postage on items marked Ppd.; others FOB Les Angeles. 25% deposit en COD's. All items Money-Back 
































pnd painted navy blue, late ‘52 Cadillac engine A : AUTO DISCOUNT caro HOLDERS Don’t 
installed by McBar and just decarbonized. Fully | tt take the code in item numbers | Avte Discount Ce., 1529-5-T Victory Blvd.. Glendale, Calif. 
equipped, $2450. Jack Wherry, The Decker House, | Dove. For example, Item #1¢ a Fender skirts) means you @fe | please rush me the items circled: 
Maquoketa, Iowa. Phone: OLive 2-2431. Shean san Guudinne tile toe > your Ceneees [16 26 3A 4E SE GE 7E SE 9E 10C 11¢ 126 13E 146 15C 16F 170 18F 196; 
STEAM CAR in running order. Will consider any if YOU DONT HAVE an AUTO DISCOUNT CARD, you are S by cor fe: Make ‘Soe. Bhat Trans 
make but prefer ‘20 to ‘25 Stanley. Send price and money! Your Auto Discount Card entitles. you to addi- por 
photo. Joe Ellison, R.D. 2, Amherst, Ohio. tio discounts on leading products. = the proper box on oar 
PACKARD SUPER 8 4-dr. conv. sed., "35 to ‘40, | the coupon, e ir ’ you'll receive “ee ore 
completely restored, mint condition, mechanically | sone Tenant Geet and additional savings on this order as well | City - ie we 
a1. reasonable. Don Schumaker, Call Road, Perry, | y © Full payment enclosed; . cesar ces %) 

| AUTO DISCOUNT CO. (2 oe 
JAGUAR "53-'54 XK-120 a roadster with | e | 
ww’'s; body and engine must stand rigid examina- | jo d Discount Card ($1.00 [] My Discount Card is Number 
tion by Jaguar egg eee Le "s ~ 4 Po eed 6300-5-TSan Fernando Rd. 15295-T Victory Bivd. | encod). and og Me my my additional j A rete 
depending on extras. James Tueche, 200 South Col- | 1 order. this order. 
lege St. (SAE), Carlisle. Pa. | Glendale 1, Calif. Glendale 1, Calif. | 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


Here's How You Can Keep Your Engine 
Young and Powerful... As Long as You Want! 





You can get top power and performance from your engine 
almost indefinitely and the way is so simple you will be 
amazed no one thought of it before! 


VER since the automobile replaced 

the horse and buggy, engineers have 
heen at work trying to produce an engine 
that will last as long as the car. The 
problem seemed an impossible one until 
attacked from a new angle. Engineers 
and mechanics have come to realize that 
the engine’s greatest enemies are corrosive 
compounds that tear down the motor. 
What are these corrosive agents? They 
include sulfuric acid, hydrogen bromide, 
carbonic acid and other metal-eaters 
which are formed in the engine as the 
result of fuel combustion. These acids 
and water are an inescapable part of the 
combustion process and cannot be elimi- 
nated. While these agents remain in the 
engine, your car is slowly but surely 
destroying itself with every mile you 
drive. 

John Bentley, famous racing driver 
and magazine editor, commented on the 
harmful effects of acid in a recent article 
in his magazine. Bentley said: “It is 
a demonstrable fact that the greatest 
enemy of your engine—the most damag- 
ing single influence constantly at work 
in shortening its life and lowering its 
efficiency—is acid. This acid does not 
come from the lubricating oil, but from 
the gasoline burned. In other words, it 
is an inevitable product of combustion.” 

Auto expert Bentley went on to explain 
there are some six pounds of sulfur— 
enough to produce five gallons of strong 
sulfuric acid—in every 1,000 gallons of 
gasoline. We might say the average mo- 
torist uses 1,000 gallons of gasoline, 
probably more, in his car every year. 
That means he is pouring five gallons of 
metal-eating acid into his engine every 
12 months. In addition, leaded gasolines 
contain appreciable quantities of bro- 
mine and chlorine which are turned into 
harmful hydrogen bromide and hydrogen 
chloride during combustion. Theoretical- 
ly. the products of combustion in your 
car’s engine are enough to form a pint 
of acid during each day’s long run. 

New alkaline oils have some effect 
against the damaging acid action, but 
only while the oil is new. Furthermore, 
in the upper cylinder region where there 
is very little oil circulation, the alkaline 
reserves are completely used up in a 
short time. With water condensing in 
relatively large amounts in this area, the 
upper cylinder region makes a perfect 
acid “still.” To combat this acid forma- 
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tion requires a stronger and more effec- 
tive agent than alkaline oils can supply. 
TESTS BEGIN IN 1940 

It did not take an engineer to diagnose 
the fact that metal-eating acids will 
quickly destroy an auto engine. But an 
engineer and the situation just happened 
to come together at the right time to 
solve the problem of how to rid the en- 
gine of the harmful agents. The engineer 
was Winthrop A. Johns. Win, as he is 
called, was doing experimental work on 
diesel aircraft engines when he became 
interested in the engine-wear problem. 
Back in 1940, Mr. Johns was carrying out 
high temperature test runs on an experi- 
mental diesel aircraft engine to check 
piston ring and bearing wear. With the 
Prestone coolant at 250 degrees F., he 
expected some breakdown in the lubricat- 
ing oil, but in this he was agreeably sur- 
prised. The oil stood up under the ex- 
treme conditions and the diesel went on 
humming. 

Mr. Johns could not explain the 
strange events, but decided to look in- 


to the unusual occurrence. He already - 


knew, of course, all about corrosive ef- 
fects on internal combustion engines and 
realized he might be working towards the 
answer to the corrosive acids problem. 
In reviewing his diesel experiments, the 
Dunellen, N.J., engineer came to realize 
that with crankcase temperature above 
the dew-point of the blow-by gases, little 
or no water could condense. Without the 
presence of water there was less corrosion 
and yet. obviously, condensed water in 
itself has no power to harm engine met- 
als. Therefore, he concluded, the con- 
densed water coupled with the blow-by 
acid gases must be doing the damage. 

Experimenting in his own laboratory 
and using his own car, a 1940 Ford V8, 
as a test vehicle, Mr. Johns soon estab- 
lished a plan of action. An alkaline sub- 
stance was needed in the engine to neu- 
tralize the harmful effect of the acids. 
The principle was simple. Acids would 
attack the alkaline substance and be 
“neutralized” or destroyed. Early experi- 
ments to neutralize engine acids were 
conducted using caustic potash or potas- 
sium hydroxide. Although this neutraliz- 
ing agent successfully performed its in- 
tended job of dealing with the destructive 
acids, it was rejected because it was 
found to be too harsh and dangerous to 
handle safely. 


AN AMAZING OFFER AND GUARANTEE 
BY WINTHROP A. JOHNS 





Mr. Winthrop A. Johns, hanical engi 
(M.1.T.) and member of the Society of Automo- 
tive Engineers, who has discovered a method of 
combatting engine acids by means of a magne- 
sium alloy neutralizing device. 

Mr. Johns next chose a magnesium al- 
loy as a neutralizing agent. The result 
was the Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer. 
In its final form, the neutralizer plug 
was a piece of magnesium alloy—actual- 
ly a chemical in solid form—attached 
to the crankcase drain plug. Why was 
the chemical magnesium chosen for the 
job? An independent report made by a 
Canadian governmental research team 
shows the wisdom of the choice. 

CANADIAN RESEARCH TEAMS 
HAVE FOUND THAT: 

“Adding certain metals or chemicals to 

automobile oil will greatly extend its use- 


ful life. 
Before and After—125,000 Miles 











Vat. applied for 


Before and after series demonstrates acid ac- 
tion on a Magna-Power plug taken from a 
Studebaker Six after 125,000 miles. Corroded 
plug was taken from one of a fleet of hard- 
driven dairy trucks used in a Magna-Power road 
test. Test helped prove Magna-Power slows oil 
deterioration during hot summer months when 
synthetic and natural oils tend to break down 
more rapidly. 
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“To the motorist this means that he 
may be able to drive for 7,000 miles or 
more without changing oil, instead of 
the usual 1,000 or 2,000 miles. 

“Several years of laboratory work has 
shown that the metals Lithium, Potas- 
sium, Sodium and Magnesium or some 
of their salts or oxides slow down the 
oxidation that destroys and contaminates 
the motor oil. Good results were shown 
on two test vehicles.” 

They then suggested... “that a piece 
of one of the metals could be placed in 
direct contact with the engine oil by 
attaching it to the car’s oil drain plug...” 

In other words, the basic idea behind 
Magna-Power’s extraordinary perform- 
ance is that corrosive acids attack some 
metals more readily than others. A mag- 
nesium-aluminum alloy was found to be 
highly susceptible to attack by corrosive 
acids. Immediately the question arose, 
could the combination of alkaline oils and 
a magnesium alloy lead to excess alkalin- 
ity? The answer is definitely “No!” As a 
matter of fact, in all experimental work 
done with magnesium alloys no case of 
increased alkalinity has ever been noted. 
Magnesium does not increase alkalinity 
probably because of the insolubility of its 
hydroxide. If alkaline metals such as lith- 
ium, sodium or potassium were used, there 
might be some danger, but tests would 
have to be run to determine exact effects. 


BREAKING THE CIRCLE 
Acids normally formed through com- 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


bustion are not only strong, but very 
thirsty. Sulfur trioxide, for example, will 
hold water until boiling at over 500 de- 
grees F. Therefore, the acids cannot be 
removed by heat, filtration or any of the 
normal processes. To make the situation 
more serious, the formation of acid rapid- 
ly becomes self-accelerating. The acids 
draw water that draws more acids that 
draw more water. The easiest way to 
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The Vicious Circle 

stop this damaging circle is to destroy 
the acid through the use of a magnesium 
alloy. When the acid is destroyed by the 
alloy, water is no longer held and without 
water the acids cannot grow. Thus, 
through the use of a magnesium alloy 
plug. the vicious circle is interrupted. 

Before we discuss the damage done to 
your car by corrosive acids, let's ex- 
amine the role that friction—your en- 
gine’s scapegoat—plays in wearing down 
your automobkile’s life. To make it short 
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” 
150,090 miles on the engine 
yet the parts are still like new J” 


As one Magna-Power fan wrote: | used to change the oil in my ‘46 Chevy every 1,500 miles. 
Between changes | would add two quarts of oil. That was before | invested $2.95 in a 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer. Following the installation of Magna-Power, | was able to run 
my Chevy 7,000 miles—yes, 7,000 miles—before changing the oil. That means Magna-Power 
paid for itself three times over in that one instance. But that wasn't the end of my savings! 
During the 7,000 miles, | only had to add four quarts of oil. That meant an additional sav- 
ings of four quarts of oil, considering the car's previous oil consumption. | tell all my 
friends to send $2.95 to Johns Mfg. Co., Middlesex, N.J., for their Magna-Power Plug! More 
mileage between oil changes and less oil consumption mean dollars in my pocket. 
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and sweet, as any engineer can tell you, 
friction has little harmful effect on your 
automobile. The problem of friction-wear 
in present day automobiles has been 
licked through the great engineering 
advances made during the past 50 years. 
Metal rubbing against metal can be 
damaging, but today’s vehicles are con- 
structed to cut harmful friction to a bare 
minimum. 

What about the friction areas that still 
remain in every auto engine? In almost 
all instances, these areas are protected 
by lubrication. This protection is easy to 
understand as it is accomplished by pro- 
viding a slippery film of oil between 
metals in extremely close operational con- 
tact. The combination of modern engi- 
neering and high quality lubricants leaves 
corrosive acids as the final dangerous 
threat to the life of your engine. 

One important point often overlooked 
in analyzing the results of wear on an 
engine is that the products of corrosion 
are themselves abrasives. For example, 
one end product of acid attack on iron is 
iron oxide, more widely known as rust. 
This rust, sold commercially as jewelers 
rouge. is formed in a raw state in your 
automobile engine, on the very surface 
you are trying to protect. 

Here is the beginning of another accel- 
erating circle in the auto engine. Alumi- 
num forms aluminum sulphates, oxides 
and carbonates, all of which form in tiny 
hard crystals with sharp edges. When 
these crystals break away from the sur- 
face they scratch and tear both the 
aluminum and the iron of the cylinder 
wall, setting both the metal and _ the 





Win Johns and the original test car. 


abrasive free in the oil film causing 
further abrasive action. Thus in a normal 
engine it is impossible to separate the ef- 
fects of friction or abrasive wear and 
those of acid corrosion since the one con- 
tributes to the other. When acids are 
eliminated, these secondary abrasives are 
also eliminated and another damaging 
cycle is interrupted. 


HERE ARE THE RESULTS 


How would you like to drive a car 14 
years—more than 150,000 miles—without 
an overhaul and then find the engine 
gives you more pick-up, more gas mileage 
and greater efficiency than when it was 
new? That is the case with Win Johns 
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and his original test vehicle, a 1940 Ford 
V8. Here is a description of the test 
Ford taken from the May, 1954, issue of 
AUTO AGE. “...the engine is absolutely 
remarkable. It idles down to 125 rpm as 
smoothly and evenly as a turbine and in 
almost complete silence. Stopwatch tests 
show that it will accelerate from 10 to 
50 mph in 16 secs. and can cover a stand- 
ing quarter mile in 21 secs. At 70 mph 
(on the speedometer) there is plenty of 
throttle left and an impression of liveli- 
ness. The Ford .. . was dismantled at 
117,000 miles. when bore wear was found 
to average .00095 inches, or less than one 
thousandth of an inch. The reader may 
draw his own conclusions.” 

Another interesting point brought out 
in the magazine article was the condition 
of one set of spark plugs used in the test 
vehicle. These spark plugs ran more than 
61,000 miles—or two and one half times 
around the world. Four points were no- 
ticeable in a quick examination of the 
plugs, which, by the way, are still in 
functioning condition. First, these plugs, 
purchased in the early post war years, 
were not of a popular brand name. 
Secondly, the porcelain insulation on 
three of the plugs was almost entirely 
gone. The insulation was so far burned 
away that it was hard to understand 
how the plug could fire at all without 
constantly shorting across the interior. 
Thirdly, although the electrodes were 
worn rather thin, the spark plugs still 
performed evenly and without misfire. 
Finally, the plugs examined were al- 
most entirely free from traces of carbon 
and an excellent mixture adjustment was 
indicated. 





Actual photo of one of the spark plugs after 
61,810 miles. Note good condition of electrodes. 


Here is further proof of the effective- 
ness of Magna-Power. Magnesium plugs 
were installed on the engines of one half 
of a 30-vehicle milk delivery fleet back 
in 1949. The other 15 trucks were used as 
comparative control vehicles. The tests, 
which ran over a three-year period, cov- 
ered more than two million miles of ar- 
duous stop-and-start service. What were 
the results of the fleet test? According 
to Mr. Edward L. Hark. garage super- 
intendent of the Farmers and Consumers 
Dairy. Morristown, N.J., engine wear was 
reduced by 82 per cent on the trucks 
equipped with the magnesium plug. Ad- 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


ditional benefits included better oil and 
gas mileage and longer spark plug life. 

In inspecting two of the actual Stude- 
baker engines used in the above test, 
certain factors were noticeable. One en- 
gine, an R15, had been fitted with the 
magnesium plug; the other, an M16, had 
not and therefore provided a valuable 
means of comparison. The R15 engine 
broke a piston on June 15, 1952, after 
covering 125,000 miles. Unfortunately, 
the truck was driven eight miles with a 
loose connecting rod which ruptured one 
of the cylinder walls. Nevertheless, bore 
wear on the five measurable cylinders 
averaged .006 inches, giving a negligible 
wear of .00049 inches per 10,000 miles. 
The M16 “control” engine, running 
without magnesium protection for a dis- 
tance of only 45,000 miles, showed bore 
wear of .015 inches. This is equivalent 
to a wear factor of .00331 inches per 
10,000 miles or 6.8 times more rapid 
than that of the protected engine. 

A further point of interest, according 
to Mr. Hark. is that while the R15 was 
run on premium grade lubricating oils. 
the control engine had the benefit of 
using only heavy duty alkaline deter- 
gent oil for added protection. In spite 
of this, the recorded rate of wear was 
680 per cent more rapid than that of 
the engine with the magnesium acid 
neutralizer plug. Interestingly enough, 
the chart showing the effect of this plug 
on drain oil mineral acid indicates rough- 
ly 700 per cent more mineral (corrosive) 
acid formation in engines without the 
magnesium. 

ENGINES WITHOUT MAGNA-POWER 


Total Wear Wear Rate (micro-inches 
Mileage (inches) per 10,000 miles) 
*45,052 01492 3310 

45,700 01114 2440 

30,886 01192 3860 

45,918 01344 2830 

ENGINES WITH MAGNA-POWER 
*125,482 .00606 485 
65,321 .00284 437 
25,712 .00218 848 
45,117 00333 740 


(*These engines were taken from the same truck 
used by the same driver on the same run.) 


Conducted under normal operating 
conditions over a three-year period, this 
test proves the tremendous reduction in 
wear made possible by the use of the 
magnesium alloy acid neutralizer. 

A more recent independent test is 
highly indicative of the acid neutralizer’s 
effectiveness in reducing engine varnish 
and sludge formation. J. A. Milteer of 
Quitman, Ga., removed the magnesium 
plug from his 1953 Ford 6 at a regular 
oil change on May llth, 1954. Shell 
X-100 #20W was put into the engine. On 
June 13th, after driving 2,657 miles with- 
out adding oil, Mr. Milteer changed his 
oil and reinstalled the Magna-Power. 
Again Shell X-100 #20 was used. A 
sample of the oil drained from the Ford 
6 was immediately forwarded to the 
Southern Analytical Laboratory in Jack- 
sonville, Fla. Meanwhile, the engine was 
used until July 10th to cover 2,700 miles. 


At this time the oil was drained and an- 
other sample sent to Southern. 

The most significant part of the re- 
port issued by Southern is the great dif- 
ference in sludge and resin in the Magna- 
Power oil. There was approximately 
1700% more sludge in the oil that had 
not been affected by the magnesium alloy 
plug than the oil used with Magna-Power. 
Here are the actual figures as presented 
by the Southern Analytical Laboratory 
in their reports #36280 and #36333: 


With Without 
Magna-Power Magna-Power 
Sludge: 0.3% fo 
Resins and Gum: None 0.5% 
Sugars (reducing 
substonces): Trace Present 


FOR TOP PERFORMANCE 
WITH MINIMUM WEAR 


Road tests covering millions of miles 
have given us the ideal combination for 
top engine performance with a minimum 
of wear. This combination is the use of 
Magna-Power with a good oil filter and 
alkaline oils. As has been explained, Mag- 
na-Power neutralizes the acid found in 
the engine system. Without acid the for- 
mation of sludge, varnish and resin is 
drastically reduced. Furthermore, earlier 
deposits of these engine-damaging com- 
pounds are attacked by Magna-Power’s 
electrolytic action and slowly destroyed. 
In an automobile equipped with an oil 
filter unit, any small quantity of acid- 
formed compounds remaining in the oil 
system are easily absorbed by the filter. 
These damaging compounds will be re- 
moved from the oil system when the filter 
cartridge is changed. Meanwhile, with less 
waste being carried in the oil, extra miles 
will be added to the normal life of the 
filter. It has been discovered that filter 
cartridge life is often tripled due to the 
decreased amounts of sludge and resins 
formed in the engine. As for the use of 
“heavy-duty” oils in conjunction with 
Magna-Power, they result in a terrific 
reduction of wear in the engine. Tests on 
engines using detergent alkaline oils show 
wear reduction of 4 to 44 in passenger 
cars. Magna-Power gives consistent fig- 
ures of 1/10th the former wear in the 
same type service. It would seem that 
Magna-Power used with the new oils 
would result in even greater reductions in 


wear. 





Shown above are four of the many types of 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer plugs. These 
plugs are designed to fit every American-made 
aut bile, popular foreign makes and leading 
sports cars. There is one to fit your car. 
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Here are the ANSWERS to some of the 
QUESTIONS you may have: 


How does Magna-Power protect engine oil 
during the warm summer months? 

Oil tends to deteriorate more rapidly 
during the warm summer months as hot 
weather joins with engine heat in break- 
ing down oil components. When the mag- 
nesium alloy is introduced into the oil 
system, a strong blocking action is es- 
tablished. This means cleaner and clearer 
oil because there are break-down 
products to interfere with proper lubrica- 
tion. Oil shows cleaner even after the first 
1,000 miles. By the time you reach 5,000 
miles with Magna-Power protection there 
will even be a noticeable increase in en- 
gine power. The best way to measure 
the performance change is to time the 
acceleration from 10 to 50 mph over the 
road in the same direction and 


less 


same 








_ as 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


under the same weather conditions. Check 
your acceleration now, then compare it 
after installing Magna-Power. 

Will the Magna-Power plug show signs of 
“wear? 

The magnesium acid neutralizer plug 
will show signs of “wear” probably after 
several thousand miles (see photo on first 
page, “Before and After”). Although 
there is not a direct ratio between wear 
and effectiveness, the corroded surface 
of the magnesium alloy is an indication 
that acids have turned their attention 
from engine metals to your Magna-Power. 
That is why the magnesium alloy is called 
a “sacrifice” metal—it is slowly destroyed 
by acids while protecting the engine. 


My car has already gone 55,000 miles. Will 
Magna-Power help it? 

Our tests indicate that if a passenger 
car engine uses less than a quart of oil 
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WHAT MAGNA-POWER USERS WRITE: 


LESS OIL CONSUMPTION ... 

| had one of your plugs in my ‘41 Buick Spe- 
cial for about 5,000 miles. Thereafter, the oil 
mileage increased from 700 miles per quart to 
1,500! Since nothing else, including driving hab- 
its, had changed | must conclude that Magna- 
Power was responsible. | don’t see how this 
could happen, but cannot refute the testimony 
of my dipstick. —H.H.L., Fairborn, Ohio 


MOTOR IS CLEAN... 

Over a year ago | installed Magna-Power in 
my ‘52 Packard 300. Now, 8,000 miles later, it 
purrs like a big tomcat. Unfortunately, | had to 
have the valves ground, but | believe this was 
caused by the re-refined oil | was using which 
| found to contain a 15% asphalt base. 

I’m back on detergent oil again since the 
valve grind and everyone remarks how quiet 
the motor is. The mechanic who did the work 
is a Packard specialist and he informed me he 
had never seen so clean a motor. Even the hy- 
draulic lifters didn’t need to be cleaned. I’ve 
used many additives, but never have | experi- 
enced this case before. There can be but one 
answer—Magna-Power. 

if | have as good luck with my Packard as 
you did with your Ford, | shail have to change 
my will to include my car and give it to my 
grandchildren. —T.E.C., Seattle 3, Wash. 


INCREASED SPARK PLUG LIFE... 

1 am desirous of procuring another -Magna- 
Power acid neutralizer for a 1954 Ford six cylin- 
der. | have used one in my Nash for about three 
years with excellent results. The car has been 
driven 44,000 miles and the head has never 
been off. Power has not decreased and spark 
plug life has been considerably extended. | am 
forwarding a check for $2.95 to cover cost of the 
new Magna-Power. —A.W.D., Chappaqua, N.Y. 


MOTOR PERFORMS BEAUTIFULLY... 

1 am using one of your Magna-Power acid 
neutralizers in my ‘53 Chevrolet. | have about 
15,000 miles on the car—around 10,000 since 
installing your drain plug. The motor performs 
beautifully; original plugs (Champion) show 
only a slight deterioration of the insulator ends. 
| add about a quart of oil between changes. 
Recently | drove the car non-stop for 24 hours 
at about 50 mph and had fo replace only one 
pint of oil. —J.A.M., Belmont, Calif. 


ENGINE BETTER THAN NEW... 
| am very anxious to install this new plug as 
| had one on my 1951 Plymouth which was 


traded in at 39,000 miles and the motor was in 
better condition than when it was purchased 
new. —H.P.C., Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 


MORE POWER, LESS OIL... 

In Aug. of 1952 | purchased a Magna-Power 
Acid Neutralizer auto crankcase drain plug for 
my 1949 DeSoto car. | used this for some 25,000 
miles with remarkable results:—1. Much more 
power and pep. 2. Better mileage on both oil 
and gas. 3. Remarkable spark plug life. Actually 
my car had more “get-up-and-go”’ at 46,000 
miles than it had at 5,000 miles. | attribute it 
all to the plug | purchased from you people. | 
actually sold my car for over twice its retail 
value, just because of the pep and snap it 
actually had. —R.F.H., Ashland, Ohio 


SEND ANOTHER MAGNA-POWER ... 

In April, | purchased a “Magna-Power” plug 
for my 1951 Buick. It has lived up to the things 
you said it would. Now | would like to pur- 
chase one for my other car. Enclosed find check 
for $2.95 for one “Magna-Power’ plug for my 
1953 Chev.olet Station Wagon, Series No. 150. 

—K.H.B., Middlebury, Conn. 


AS MUCH POWER AS NEW... 

Just traded in my 1951 Mercury—used your 
Magna-Power for 28,000 miles. Car has as much 
power as when new—and is using no oil. Think 
your product must have helped a lot since much 
of this mileage was city stop and go driving. 
Please hurry the new unit and thanks a lot. 

—H.E.G., Indianapolis, Ind. 


ALL AROUND BETTER PERFORMANCE... 

| have installed the Magna-Power acid neu- 
tralizer on several cars, some with as many as 
10,000 miles on them. 

In each case, | have found evidence of in- 
creased performance. However, the more notice- 
able has been the decreased amount of servic- 
ing required. The spark plugs have longer serv- 
ice periods, and the crankcase oil seems to 
stay free from sludge for longer periods. 

The compression tests made on these cars 
have either remained the same or have in- 
creased over periods of use of approximately 
20,000 miles, 

The mileage per gallon of gas has not de- 
creased, and the oil consumption has not in- 
creased, These are real indications of better 
economy. 

From these indications, it may then be con- 
cluded that the Magna-Power acid neutralizer 
does the job that you claim it can do. 

—J.K., Nixon, N.J. 


FOR YOUR MAGNA-POWER, SEND $2.95 TO: 
JOHNS MFG. CO., DEPT. MT-55, MIDDLESEX, N.J. 
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The next time you have your oil changed, 
replace the oil drain plug with Magna-Power, 
the magnesium acid neutralizer. Your mechanic 
will do it at no extra charge to you and with 
no bother to himself. 


each 500 miles then the Magna-Power 
will help. Beyond that it may help, but 
controlled tests have not yet been con- 
ducted to give conclusive proof. 

What is the effect on oil change periods 
and filter life? 

We find that in passenger car service 
4,000 mile oil changes are adequate and 
even then there is some doubt about the 
necessity of change. Filter cartridge life 
doubles or triples due to the decreased 
amounts of sludge and resins formed; 
they are good for 12,000 or even 16,000 
miles. 

OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 

Fill out the coupon at the bottom of 
this page and mail it to us today. Your 
Magna-Power is shipped to you as soon 
as your order is received. There is no 
long delay, no long wait to protect your 
car with Magna-Power. Have the Magna- 
Power neutralizer plug installed in your 
oil drain pan at your next oil change, then 
see the difference in your automobile. 

Buy Magna-Power ... try Magna-Pow- 
er... and if you are not completely satis- 
fied, your money will be quickly refund- 
ed. You cannot lose with Magna-Power! 

EXPERIMENT WITH THE MAGNA-POWER 

NEUTRALIZER AT OUR RISK 
If you are not satisfied with the way it works, 
send it back, at any time (years from now, if 
you choose), for an immediate refund. 


Canadian orders filled from Toronto stock . . . $2.95 
each, tax incl. Canadian checks, money orders or cash 
accepted.—Available for foreign and U.S. passenger 
cars, trucks, buses, tractors and many other engines. 
Indicate year and make of vehicle with all orders. 


JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. MT-55, Middlesex, N.J. 
OW. Gi cccsvedyusaceaan (make)......... (year). 
Please send me, postpaid, a MAGNA-POWER acid neu 
tralizer. | enclose $2.95. 1 understand that it is sold 
with an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction or my 
money back! 
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MOTORISTS!! 


Keep permanent records of mileage, 
lodging, meals and other traveling 
expenses with the new .. . 


KEMPER DASH-LOG 


The new Kemper Dash-Log is designed to fit on 
any car dashboard with rubber suction cups, and 


uses standard width adding machine tape. Also 
adaptable for desk or office use. The Kemper 
Dash-Log enables the motorist to save valuable 
time by logging traveling expenses, etc., while in 
the car. Constructed of durable and sturdy die 
cast alloy and may be obtained in brown, green, 


gray, maroon and blue pastel shades. 
(Send cash, check or M.O.) Price, $7.50 Ppd. 
SALESMEN: Log deductible expenses as 
they occur. 

VACATIONER: Keep an accurate record of 
vacationing, mileage and ho- 
tel expenses. 

DELIVERYMEN: Write notes, names and ad- 
dresses for next day referral. 

TRUCKDRIVERS: Record accurate mileage and 
indicate stops made. 

DEALERS—Write today on your letterhead. 


KEMPER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
3917 Riverside Drive, Chino, California 




















Prevent theft of hub caps! 











@ Easily installed, prevents 


HUB CAP LOCK 


loss of expensive hub caps 


© Cap securely locks in place, prevents 


Order your set of hub cap locks today! Send 


tampering with valve stems 
Dealer inquiries welcome 














| SAFETY REMINDER for motorists, the 
| Automobile Maintenance Log has inspection 
| charts, driving tips, mileage record charts, 
| maintenance records, 2-year calendar, and 
complete tabulated index. Good for 25,000 
miles or 2 years. Costs $1 postpaid. Write: 
Continental Publishing Co., 320-B Eye St., 
Sacramento 14, Calif. 





$2.49 (ppd.) fer set of 4 caps and 2 keys to: | 


Y KAP COMPANY 
36 Van Cleve St., Dayton 2, Ohio 





r 7 
RESTORE LEATHERS AND PLASTICS , 


“NUAGANE” ..... Leather Lacquer 


2». Plastic Lacquer | 
Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — 1 


2 4 Durable 
COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM t 


Write for information and free color chart 


GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS 


First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington j 


DISTRIBUTOR U.S. 


Except Ore., Calif., Nev. ] 
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ON THE ROAD or watching the late, late 
show on TV, the Mar-Lee Rest Pillow is a 
real comfort. Foam padding has washable, 
fade-proof cover in blue, maroon, green, gold, 
or plaid. Absorbs vibration, cradles your head, 
lets you rest in any position. Price $3.95 post- 
paid. The White House, Box 454-MT, Minne- 
apolis 1, Minn. 

















SOME LIKE THEM round, some like 
them oblong. Here’s a mirror that has the 
qualities of each and extra vision to boot. 
Has exclusive “Swivelock” adjustment, simple 
installation with no danger of distorting door 
or body panel. The Robeck Co., P.O. Box 
940, Norwalk, Conn., manufactures the 
“Ultra-View” mirror. 








Motoring Trends 


This department is not composed of paid advertising. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 














IF YOU’RE TIRED after washing off that 
winter grime, and dread the thought of rub- 
bing on wax, try Super Sheen Appearance 
Treatment. It’s a pushbutton polish that takes 
seconds to put on, a few minutes to wipe off. 
Maker states it’s long lasting, has high bril- 
liance. Made by Super Sheen Products, P.O. 
Box 627-MT, Lansing, Mich. 


CAR SEAT COVERALL, made of Du- 
Pont’s Polyethylene, is designed to keep your 
car's upholstery or seat covers clean and new 
looking for years. Glass-clear, the covers just 
slip over the seat. The price is $2.98 each, or 
$5.50 for a pair. Specify type seat. Write to 
Sta-Dri, 147-49 6th Ave., Whitestone 57, 
Long Island, N.Y. 





EASY-TO-USE Swif combines 50/50 tin 
lead solder with active flux in paste form. 
Applied directly from plastic tube, solders 
small wires or jewelry with heat of a match, 
according to manufacturer. Larger jobs with 
help of torch or soldering iron. Made by 
Hercules Chemical Company, New York, 
N.Y., Swif costs 59c a tube. 
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5 YEARS’ RESEARCH PAYS OFF! 


17 PT. SELF CLEANING PLUG FIRES 


Spark Plugs mike at exact factory pre-gap. 
Now—order registered set at popular price! 


Most Spectacular Spark ply 

years allows us to make this 
ment—WE GUARANTEE te 
ERATION_A MAJOR Pow 


TO MATCH LIFE-TIME’S radically advanced electrode design... 


superior construction throughout. 


1. SPECIAL SINTERED CORUNDUM INSULATOR to withstand the 
increased requirements of high-compression engines. Special in- 
sulator is designed to actually vaporize and exhaust wet carbon 
and oil. Better combustion eliminates cleaning. 

2. PLATONIUM-NICKEL ALLOY ELECTRODES Metallurgists first 
major step beyond platinum aircraft plug electrodes. Electrodes 
made of this alloy have continued to function after 120,000 miles 
and are still going strong! This is 12 times the life expectancy 


of other plugs. 


3. WIDER GAP ALLOWED New design improves slow speed, 


idling performance. 


4. 100% INSPECTED TESTED © Every LIFE-TIME Spark Plug must 


pass individual inspection and testing. 


YOU RECEIVE BY MAIL THIS MATCHED, REGIS- 
TERED SET You receive your matched, registered 
set of LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs of proper series 
(heat range and gap) for the car you indicate in 
coupon below. 

GUARANTEE Your registered set also bears a 
warranty guaranteeing greater gas mileage, more 
power, greater top speed, greater acceleration 
and less oil dilution than with any spark plug 
you have ever used, or full refund to you of the 
purchase price. Performance must even exceed 
more expensive European imports! 

DEAR CAR OWNER: The 17 PT. LIFE-TIME Spark 
Plug has been my baby now for five years. Dur- 
ing this time the big problem has been, ‘‘How 
can we take this remarkable plug out of the 
special race, test and economy-run class and 
put it in your car at your price?”’ Time and in- 
enuity have licked this prob- 
em. | hope you will write 
me about your personal ex- 
perience with it, and ! will 
greatly enjoy hearing from 
you. Many thanks! 


(Meant 





Inventor of Life-Time Spark Plug 





FRANK E. WILLIAMS, M.E. 














research break-through In 50 
'que and unprecedented State. 


SELF CLEANING FOR LIFE 
Confined gases exploding in 
chamber formed by —T 
electrodes re-clean with 
each piston stroke. 





FIRST 17 PT, ROTATING sone 














engineers have stride 
rece ena ly 
GNI NOW + YO fm ENT SPARK 





WHAT DOES 17 PT. FIRING MEAN? Note con- 
struction closely. A completely circular arcing 
area consisting of four concave segments (elec- 
trodes). Distance to the center electrode being 
equal at all points, 
en electricity has the 
Y) property of arcing from 
Y the coldest point. 
Electricity also arcs 
more readily from the 
_~ apex of two planes than 
from the face of a flat 
Gy) metallic surface. 
@O\ See above that there are 
16 apexes (places where two planes meet) on the 
outer circular electrode of the LIFE-TIME Spark 
Plug all exactly the same distance from the 
center electrode! 
17 ARC POINTS—360 DEGREES 
Normal heat and spark erosion are 
spread around the entire 360 de- 
grees of the circular electrodes 
and -around the entire circumfer- 
ence of the center electrode! Firing 
simultaneously from 2 or more of 
the 16 outer points, LIFE-TIME 
plugs give a larger spark for more 
complete combustion. 
FULL ROTATING SPARK ALLOWS 
OVERALL COOLER ELECTRODE TEM- 
PERATURE FOR GREATLY IN- 
CREASED LIFE. This allows the use 
of a hotter spark to avoid fouling, 


1. MAKE THIS TEST WITH 
YOUR OWN CAR! Time your 
acceleration from 0 to 
mph with any other spark 
plug. Then time 0 to 60 
mph with LIFE-TIME Spark 
Plugs in your car. This test 
performed in a hopped-up 
1952 Merc cut 2 full sec- 
onds off the time when LIFE-TIME plugs were 
installed! 

2. MAKE THIS TEST WITH YOUR OWN CAR! At the 
time you order your set of LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs 
fill your tank with gas and figure your present 
miles per gallon. Figure your miles per gallon 
immediately after you install LIFE-TIME plugs— 
and again after your LIFE-TIME plugs have gone 
the same num- 
ber of miles as 
your present 
plugs. Our tests 
, indicate that 
both tests with LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs will show 
from 4% to 13.5% greater gas mileage than 
with any conventional spark plug. 












DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS Write us today for sales 
details on the revolutionary new LIFE-TIME Spark Plug. 





UFACTURING CORP. 

















it ne cena ae ae oe r"Life-Time Spark Plug Division — CONTINENTAL MAN ' 
perior heat conductivity) minimizes Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City 38, Calif. \ 
the common faults of burning. ero- | Gentlemen: Please mail postpaid_______set(s) (matched. registered) of LIFE, 
see. blistering and insulator ' TIME Spark Plugs at 98c per plug. (Set of six. . .$5.88) (Set of eight. . $7.84); 
ailure. 

A larger, more powerful spark every , Make of my car is. Year. Model_______., No. cyl___., 
time gets more miles from every | name ! 
gas dollar you spend. Giving better 1 1 
gas economy, increased power, ac- © agar 

fi pine with he eonentiona | 

is principle w e conventiona z ti 

2-point spark plug design. ae sage ps eae tte GA ln wes es pc = fan ta ae ond: 
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BEPRESRREE US 





Red Top Taper-Tone Mufflers 


The newest, most modern develop- 
ment in straight-thru mufflers . . . 
they‘re tapered! 
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TWO TYPES: 
Fiberglas* packed and Swirl-thru I 


Also find out about the beautiful 
new, tapered triple-plated chrome 
tailpipe extension. Two types: — 
Fiberglas* packed and standard. 
Also, a complete line of dual ex- 
haust and dual exhaust header 
systems. 


WRITE FOR COMPLETE 
FREE INFORMATION TODAY! 
*TM Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp. 
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Get in on Micro-Midget 
racing, America's newest, 
most exciting and fastest 
growing sport. Speeds up 
to 30 M.P.H. on a 1/10 
mile track. Can be pur- 


chased in kit form or com- Le J 
plete ready to run. Send ®@ Precision-Built 


25¢ for completely illu @ 6 H.P. Hi Speed Engine © Compact Sturdy Construction 
ap ae describ- @ 50 M.P.H. Top Speed @ Dependable Operation 
= hie @ Soundly Engineered @ Moderately Priced 


T. 53, P.O. BOX 1882 
ACRAMENTO ALIFORNIA 








MILE-O-METER “Custom” 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 





© SEND NO MONEY — PAY POSTMAN NOTHING! 


7@ GALE HALL ENGINEERING INC. 
= @ DEPT. MTG 55, NORTH HAMPTON, N. H. 


YES! Send me the new ( ) $14.95 or ( ) $9.95 
Mile-O-Meter ''CUSTOM" postage prepaid! I'll 
examine and test the "Custom" for 7 full days! 
At the end of that time, I'll simply send payment 
or return the instrument! 


Name 
Address 
as City , State 


POSTMAN NO 


AY 
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Woman’s touch. Designer Marcia Gott- 
schall thought of putting color (between 


whitewall and tread) on new U.S. tires 


higher-lift camshaft. Friends of ours 
who have driven the prototype V8 Cor- 
vette tell us that 0-60 mph in about 9 
seconds is a cinch, even with the stand- 
ard Powerglide. One of these would cer- 
tainly seem to be a relatively cheap 
and quite adequate substitute for the 
rash of Cadillac and Buick-powered 
Corvette “specials” that seemed so in- 
triguing only a few months ago. 


THE UNITED STATES RUBBER CO. 
is justifiably proud of itself for being 
first to get into production with multi- 
colored tires, designed to color-key 
with today’s multicolor cars. There 
have been spasmodic attempts in the 
past to color sidewalls (we vaguely 
remember Kelly-Springfield’s India 
rubber “redwalls” ), but this is the first 
serious effort by a major tire manufae- 
turer. They will be available nation- 
wide by the time you read this. This 
time, the sidewall is still white: the 
color (choice of blue, greén, or brown ) 
extends from there all the way to the 
edge of the tread. 


TIRE DEVELOPMENT ENGINEER- 
ING is normally a male bailiwick, but 
much of the credit for this idea goes to 
a gal named Marcia Gottschall. With 
U.S. Rubber for 9 years, she holds the 
basic patent on the “scuff guard,” first 
used on Royal Master tires to protect 
white sidewalls from getting dirty 
when rubbing along curbs. 

—Don MacDonald 


NEXT MONTH 


Don’t miss your copy of the June issue. 
It will contain, besides our regular road 
tests, “Spotlight on Detroit,” and other 
regular features, a complete guide to the 
“IMPORTED CAR MARKET,” and an 
article on “STEAM CARS.” 


At Your Newsstands on May 24th 
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Look for these informative Trend 


THE NEW 1955 





NOW! 


On Your Newsstand 


By popular demand—A new 1955 com- 
plete, illustrated Guide to every pro- 
duction car built in the world. 


A virtual sellout of the 1954 Automotive Year 
Book has proven the need for an annual publica- 
tion covering the activities of manufacturers all 
over the world. The new edition contains: 


x SPECIFICATIONS 

* PHOTOS 

tk PERFORMANCE DATA 

%& PRODUCTION HIGHLIGHTS ON OVER 
100 DIFFERENT CARS 


Watch for these great new books on 
your newsstand or send 85¢ direct to: 


TREND INC., 
5959 Hollywood Blivd., Los Angeles 28 
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Books on your newsstand today! 


Other Trend Books now available 


19S AMemUaL 
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HOT ROD ANNUAL 

How to build hot rods and 
how to make them go. 1955 
edition includes latest official 
drag strip time records. 


RYRTATIR A 
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CLASSIC CARS & ANTIQUES 
A treasure house for the en- 
thusiast, with over 200 photos 
of rare and priceless cars, 
both classics and antiques. 


WSTOM (ARS TOMORROW 





DREAM CARS 

Fabulous cars of the past and 
present, plus a look to the 
future; many _ illustrations, 
drawings of historical interest. 


Spin Tackle 


~ 


Bi FISH WITH 


LIGHT LINES! 





SPIN TACKLE FISHING 
A complete guide to ocean 
and fresh water fishing with 
spinning tackle. Latest gear 
and methods illustrated. 





CUSTOM CARS 
A treasury of ideas and meth- 
ods of customizing; most pop- 
ular methods of restyling illus- 
trated, with estimated costs. 





SKINDIVER’S MANUAL 

First how-to-do-it book on 
skindiving. Complete guide to 
skindiving locations, equip- 
ment hints, etc. 





PLASTIC CARS 

How to design and build a 
car body from plastics; com- 
plete manual with illustra- 
tions of latest Fiberglas cars. 





HIGH FIDELITY 

How to enjoy the best in mu- 
sic reproduction at lowest 
cost; how to install your 
own system with simple tools. 





Here's what \7z77d found out about Car-Plate — 


v 
V RENTACAR 


nae: Easiest way 
to put on the 
toughest kind 
of wax 


EVEN AFTER 3 MONTHS - 
CAN YOU PICK THE CAR-PLATE 
WAX SIDE FROM THE HARD-RUB 


AUTO WAX JOB ? 1. 
ail ; 


Yes Pa 
Ulf] Researran 


Stolen fr 








HERTZ RENTAL CARS have to shine like new 
through all weather. To see if CAR-PLATE 
would do the trick, Hertz picked 20 cars in 
cities across the U.S.A. One side of each was 
waxed with no-rubbing, liquid Car-Plate—the 
other with one of three well-known paste waxes. 


HERTZ FOUND: Car-Plate is much easier, far faster 
to apply than any paste auto wax. 


After months on the road, the sides were 
scientifically compared for shine and wear. 





HERTZ FOUND: Car- Plate wax is as long-lasting 
as the most durable paste auto wax. 


The reason: with Car-Plate, you don’t rub 

wax off as when polishing paste wax. You just 

Before waxing, always dust off the light haze left by volatile wax-carry- 
use Car-Plate Cleaner. ing liquids. The Hertz test car shown here was 
3 leases © giass-omesth driven 3 months, then simply washed and 
Seen So ane see erases photographed. If you can’t tell the Car-Plate 
a So — er 4 SON’ side (left) from the paste side, why waste hours 

a arene ; rubbing ?—next time, wax with Car-Plate! 


JOHNSON'S fisssi! CAR-PLATE Wax 





